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THE WORDS WITHIN THE OPENING P02 OF DRi? NNYAP

It should not be surprising that the words that comprise the P10 of 71 DNy
AN T 1J’P15N have received special attention. Let us begin by reviewing the choice of the
word: PIY:

020D D1VE N 11200110 Y-SR I [31n] AN R DNT MDD
J2VY ARV DR 29N .ahYY 7 m—h 2

The DFNTIAN 79D in his PBY MNP 9397 adds:
pomb paw N oo mabn DY Sy Hapn 1o meyn o

Why was the verb Y% chosen?
YD DR 1N D 11D RRTIN MYON VT 2N3-Piaw NN 03T DTITIAN T9D
M52 N 10T Pha 103 KDY DNy DN apee erha mrapn S
P15 5w 15w 27N 11 10PN I 1900w IN R iy B e oW ;maa
55 or% A%y 2 S MNTTARa 02w Aok 1A 50 e b LT A3
STDW 1D 3 S 1R AN AP vARYY 1O .2 S MInbw a3 Sy ot 3Tyn
2751 TINY 1203 N 7B OB AN T2Y5 110m DITYBT DRIND 1Y Oy 17aph
DY DMIN DN 133 1A 0 e Ahaan B MDD A 0% Nam TR Tapn TnRD nN
DIDT NI DY MIDISM 232 NYATH Tapm 0 9 vaNe 200303 53 170D oy anbw
FDY TR AN LAY S 1T I0WANI AR 200N Dan D1 120N 1 PR
DOW D122 N2Y DD BN YTAW TN DID 1AW TN 11N BN 220D Tavn
FTIYDS DI DN 19N 0TIV 7300 T 00 700 MINE 1317900 12 BINN
DPWN AP (7,73 MIBY) VAN O DIHY NP AWM TN 100 813 91D 913
AT AN LAY S Mo TN DN 15 MY D10 (30,25 Ow) 1N 23p3 INeA
OM% YN0 52 B NN DT 1R 12,0l S Mo R 0T NI Fna
TP P53 H1am e e onk 102 90eh .k M

Why was 13'2N 2P given the privilege that his name be mentioned in this PYDD?
2RI 7 TN PPN 1 ORI piaw— P —T PIDD 1 PID D2TH DININ WATH
NON IND 210 1R PR 232 DR 927 0777aN *32 D8 127 O8N 013 BN a7 0eb
52 D’ 3PP AN TR 055 19125 12T N 297 193N 11O N 013 DN a1

1. When the words 2% M350 59 are reversed, their first letters spell the word “VIAE.
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B NI OFNAN MAND ANYE 7772 N0D 221 REN KRB 05 NN BN P8

1D MIAND NN 777D MDD M3 RN ND 1IN DN Ay amn KR MR ONpees
DN IR IR 2P e 25 5y n5Y 90 RS T3 390 T (D 117D 73) NN N
(N2 02) 570 200phND 95 108 IND ax 2 pERD 05 N1 211255 7231 21085 Brb 05 s
NOR 20071985 05 570 i oo Dom .oophak 05 M o AR v S8 mbwa snaen

N (273 15 D) BN Y D T [RMNn MDD Yt N2 RO S5y e Srvw

"5 N BN LYY 1D 3PP PR 11D, 200 13I8 TN NI PIND DN 1o

Y13 1T BRI TN 1IN AL 720N 0D AN Y 2323 MDD YN N
T2INT PR F7ADM 0D WANY NOR 21T WY DAww P11 N ey D 2Py
n5Y 231.0m% HANS 12 (772 175 o) 2w 1 D3 MIpnn 1IN0 A b awn
T2INT TR 700 KON 2201y 19 51T 0N OO PN Paw PN A 25 5y
131 .01 BRI 12INN 1 (0 75 727) 2w 1N 1201 s NAW Y e 3 My
YAXY 2393 TANY TN 5D 1 1325 175 NP 2SI 1 0D 2P D NYWA AN
PN T DTN N2 PR AN 103 12N 1712 BN 30PY RN (N 71 13)
:OM1 TN TAND 1910 1N I IBRY 21D TN IR DD 3O ANND LN Y
FIPPRN T OREY paw P AR 209wn M AR 0 By nibrm 023wy Now
YRDY LTANCTARPOR T RPN, NDPM 1290252 1R 0 o 3052 N ow TN
2T WNT 5P MINNWS 3PP 121N BRT DY SR IR (N2 17 D) IN NI
Y EEm RT DY SN A PN 2 0DIDD 1 MY ROE M2 T NON
APYY T7APMAS AN LT 2D IMD0N A0 O NI MRY N7 W0 1IN0 ey
AW 1D PP 1230 IR I3 W 75 1IN, T B mNmn AR

The significance of the word: TMN:
DTN 7257 TR 17900 1T DR DI DR Y 17T 3 D 137 202
[DYBIM W D NI T N T PAPIIND DTPT RDY DR AND NP SN
DYTDT PN LREY R IN T A REY N DY A, IPAING PR RS R
MM BRTANY 7R 97ab 13 wenR PR 00235 553 1 man b 20N
THmY P NN NI T N 137 0w T 20 R L07ab 0 13 wmen R
1T 10T LA TP T 200w MDD N LTI DA Ma5n Hash N
DB M5 SR 15T N 100 INIBF N2 DD 027 AN 2y e Bt
SNAR piw Do MR LT D272 8O [9AN 3D2 17300 AND 8D N2 AN 2780
DWW N2 VAN T LTINS IPRON TR 10 1Y, TR T IDIR (N 11 B0aT)
YN SPINTIR 11 5D 912 HNS 17a0m N AN 1337 . 29 1mabn A
P RIT ORI T 22T DN MM DTN DN 32D B0 M PR DY
SR TN T DN DI 0ap 2 10w T 21031 BRI TAmY TAN P12 DaN
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TRANSLATION OF SOURCES

DN P (3] APNS 72D MTD W'D-The word Shema is an abbreviation. The letter "2
represents the word: Si’oo-lift; the letter "13” represents the word: Marohm-towards the heavens and the
letter "Y” represents the word: Eineichem-your eyes. To whom? The letter "&” represents the word :
Shadai-one of G-d’s names; the letter "13” represents the word: Melech-king and the letter "Y” represents
the word: Olam-world. When? The letter "&” represents the word: Schacharit; the letter "12” represents
the word: Mincha and the letter ")” represents the word: Arvit.

DARTAN DD Y NNRAP 233T-If you follow these instructions, you will accept the yoke of G-d’s
hegemony. This thought is represented by viewing the letters of Shema in reverse order as an
abbreviation: the letter "}” represents the word: Ohl-yoke; the letter "13” represents the word:

Malchut-kingdom and the letter "&” represents the word: Shamayim-heaven.

DI NNYTP 23T DAATIAN 99D-Rabbi Eliezer from Germeiza wrote: Why was the word: Shema chosen

as the word by which Jews proclaim that G-d is one? Why do they say: Shema Yisroel and not another
verb such as “Haskeis” (take heed) or “Havanah” (understand) which is what the word Shema means in
this context, understand that G-d is our G-d, G-d is one. The answer to this question can be understood
through a parable. A king once summoned all of his subjects to a banquet. He sat them in golden chairs
and fed them the best food on tables of gold. The king prepared for himself a small gold table similar to
the tables that were prepared for his subjects and he placed similar food in front of himself on his table.
The king said: How will anyone recognize that I am the king? The king then asked one of his servants: go
to my warehouse and bring me two pearl covered glasses that I will place on my table. Everyone will then
recognize that I am the king. The servant went to bring the two glasses. When he took the first glass out
of the cabinet, the glass fell out of the cabinet and broke. The hands of the servant began to weaken. The
king asked: what is delaying the servant who was to bring the glasses? The king was told that one of the
glasses broke. The king said: let him bring the unbroken glass and I will use it and everyone will recognize
that I am the king. The meaning of the parable is as follows: The king represents G-d. The subjects are
the Jewish people who G-d invited to a great event at Mount Sinai when the Torah was given and G-d’s
presence filled the area. The Jews responded at that time by saying: Naaseh V’Nishma-we will do and we
will listen. The Jews then proceeded to sin with the Golden calf. In doing so they used a similar word:
Koom Aseh Lanu Elokim, come make us a god. By using the word “aseh”, they lost whatever merit they
had gained by saying: Naaseh. G-d then said: with the word that is left, Nishma, in the merit of the word:
Nishma, with that word Jews will proclaim that I am the only one each day and it will gain merit for them
in each generation. That is why the Torah provided that the obligation to declare that G-d is one begin
with the word “Shema.”.

TPIDEN PR 0'275% 2NN YAT2-Why was Yaakov chosen to have his name mentioned in the verse:

Shema Yisroel? Because the verse says: Speak to the children of Yisroel. Speak to the children of
Avrohom; speak to the children of Yitzchak was not written. Yaakov merited to have his name
mentioned because Yaakov our Father was concerned all of his life saying to himself: maybe one of my
children will go astray just as a child of both my father Yitzchak and my grandfather Avrohom went astray.
Avrohom was the father of Yishmael and Yitzchak was the father of Esau. But I must try not to have one
of my children go astray. That is what Yaakov meant when Yaakov said: (Breishit 28, 20) Yaakov
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made a vow. Did you really believe that the verse meant that Yaakov made a vow that if G-d provided
him food to eat and clothing to wear that only then would Yaakov accept G-d and if not he would not
accept G-d? That is why it is written in the next verse: Should I return in peace to my father’s house then
G-d will be my G-d. Why did the verse use the word “Li L’Elokim”? These words were chosen to convey
the thought that G-d will be Yaakov’s G-d if Yaakov’s children never go astray. Yaakov faced a concern
as it is written in the verse: (Breishit 35, 22) While Yaakov was residing in the land, Reuven interfered with
his father’s sleeping arrangements. When Yaakov heard what happened he became agitated: Is this an
indication that one of my children is about to go astray? He remained concerned until Hashem gave him
the news that Reuven performed Tshuva as it is written: That the children of Yaakov totalled twelve. Did
we not know that Yaakov had twelve sons? This meant that Hashem had told Yaakov that Reuven had
undergone Tshuva. It also taught you that Reuven took upon himself a life long obligation to fast until
Moshe Rabbenu came along and accepted Reuven’s Tshuva as it is written: (Devarim 33, 6) Live Reuven
and do not die. You also find that before Yaakov died, Yaakov called together his children and
admonished each one individually as it is written: (Breishit 49, 1) Yaakov called to his sons: Reuven you
were my first born; Shimon and Levi, brothers that acted in concert. Yehuda-Your brothers will
acknowledge you. After admonishing each one and then calling them to appear together, Yaakov asked
them: Perhaps there is found among you, some who have a dispute with G-d. Yaakov’s sons answered
him: Shema Yisroel Hashem Elokeinu, Hashem Echad; just as you have no disputes with G-d so too we
have no disputes with G-d. Contrary to that, Hashem is our G-d. Hashem is one. That is the point of
the verse: (Bresihit 47, 31): And Yaakov bowed down from the top of his bed. Did Yaakov really bow
down from the top of his bed? It meant that Yaakov acknowledged G-d’s goodness and praised Hashem
for the fact that none of his children went astray. Some say that the verse means that Yaakov bowed from
the top of the bed to acknowledge the fact that Reuven did Tshuva. Another explanation: that Yaakov
recited: Baruch Shem Kvod Malchuto. Hashem said: Yaakov, because you were concerned all your life
that your children not go astray, I give you the honor that your children recite Kriyat Shema invoking your
name, morning and night.

DN yw 177 2 @D 120 0TI a Jew reads Kriyat Shema and is not careful in pronouncing the
words, does he fulfill his obligation? This is what the Rabbis taught: One who recites Kriyat Shema and is
not careful in pronouncing the letters, Rabbi Yossi said: he still fulfills his obligation; Rabbi Yehudah said:
he does not fulfill his obligation. Which words require special attention? Our Rabbis taught: B’Chol
Livavchem-pause between the pronunciation of the letter “lamed” which ends the word: B’Chol and the
pronunciation of the letter “lamed” which begins the word: Livavchem. With the words: “V’Avaditem
Mihaira”, pause between the pronunciation of the letter “Mem” which ends the word: V’Avaditem and the
pronunciation of the letter “Mem” which begins the word: Mihaira. Rabbi Yehuda also taught in the
Name of Rav: If one is about to begin reciting Kriyat Shema while walking, he should stop for a moment
to accept the yoke of G-d’s hegemony over himself. Which words convey that message? Hashem
Elokeinu Hashem Echad. On what basis did the Jews merit to be able to recite Kriyat Shema? Rav
Pinchas the son of Chama said: From Matan Torah the Jews earned the merit to be able to recite Kriyat
Shema. How do we learn that fact? You find in the Torah that G-d did not begin delivering the Ten
Commandments until after G-d said: (Devarim 5, 1) Shema Yisroel and then G-d began: Anochi Hashem
Elokecha. The Jews answered in one voice: Hashem Elokeinu Hashem Echad. Moshe then responded
by saying: Baruch Shem Kvod Malchuto I’Olam Va’ed. The Rabbis taught: the Ribbono Shel Olam said
to the Jews: my children, with all that I created, I created each of them in pairs: heaven and earth are a pair;
the sun and the moon are a pair; Adam and Eve were a pair; this world and the next world are a pair; but
My Honor is One and I am a distinct One. How do we know that? based on the verse that we read:
Shema Yisroel Hashem Elokeinu Hashem Echad.
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