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THE SEED THAT SPROUTED INTO THE 7D REVISITED

The conclusions that we reached concerning the history and purpose of TN NNYAP
necessarily require us to revisit an issue which we previously discussed; i.e the seed that
sprouted into the MT'D. We can now create the following timeline. At the time of NIV

90, markets were held on Mondays and Thursdays. That markets took place on
Mondays and Thursdays is evidence that N3% N2 played a strong role in Jewish life at

that time. Food to be eaten on NA¥ was purchased on Thursdays! because many had to
travel to the cities where the markets were held. Those who travelled to the markets
needed time to return home in order to prepare the food before NA¥. The food was then

eaten on NAY and Sunday. Because they had few means of preserving the food, the food
probably began to spoil by Monday which necessitated another trip to the market.

Jewish merchants through their travels to markets in other parts of the region became
aware of the practice of markets being situated near religious institutions. The basis for
that practice was so that the local Diety would bless the activities of the merchants and

their customers. Jewish merchants and their customers may have approached 79107 RV
to institute MMM NNAD for a similar purpose. MMM NN*AD was chosen because it gave
those present an opportunity to connect with %0 A7 7Y by reading from the M7 that
was a copy of the MMM that 139237 AL wrote 1 0. They further developed the concept
that by performing TN NNAP in a group of at least ten men, they were being ‘73[3?3 the
17N anew not only on behalf of themselves but on behalf of all DN 592 as well2,

The fact that 972 707 ﬂ"):P was taking place on Mondays and Thursdays led to
Mondays and Thursdays being considered an }Y89 1.

The markets and the practice of 7T MNP that took place on Mondays and Thursdays
were held in the 7D AVE; the city-gates. Our strongest proof of this fact is the opening
PIDD in M PAD of MMM 7DD, which is the P9 that outlines the procedure for MNP
AN, In that PIDD we find that TMNT NRAD took place at BT WY

TN DT W Y37 N 23T ON TAN BIND BT 52 150NN —/N /1 P e

1. See the opening ¥ in M990 9D that provides a similar rule concerning IRty nNMP: oo PTPn DRI
mj=khinin i

2. 'This can be detived from the wording TN N2 DY 55 190N —/N ;71 PAB MAM3; ie. those who were present were
representing the whole nation as one person.

copyright. 2008. a. katz Your comments and questions are welcome and to subscribe- beureihatefila@yahoo.com.



page 2 m9D0M AN 1anb

SRS AN TR N TS DTN 99D AN NS 5D RS

We know from other sections of 7”3 that the TV WL played an important role as the
meeting place where transactions of both business and Halachic significance took place.
In M7 98D, we find Y2 going to the TV WY to find MT’s 5813 and to ask him to

perform YoM
AR FTTID TN 1Y N2T WN N2 DRIT I O 22 pwn Y 1R T Pe N
2WN 1D 12 AN YT IO DOWIN T MR- 3 PIDD 12w D% 13ahN 11he D
In MY2NT2 7DD, we find that 13°2N QN3N undertakes his purchase of the NP
MDA at the WP WL
PM 232 °3IN3 B3N DN OAMT PNDY 1PN DM 232 TIN3 2w N8 ()30 I8 NNl
7Y W ND D23 1M 13 vt M3tk BrnaNd (M) R 1y A Na Hab

These practices were performed at the VY7 WV because at that time no written records of

transactions were kept. Our two examples involve a real estate purchase and n3om. In

order that disputes not arise after transactions were completed, the transactions were
performed in a public place so that by word of mouth news of the transactions would

spread. In Halachic terms, it is called: N5YT NS, For the same reason, weddings
took place in the presence of at least ten men. That TMNT NNYAP took place in the

marketplace at the TP VL was for the same reason of NB2YT MDD, Once ten men
were present, the act that was performed was being performed not only for the benefit of
the ten men present. It was being performed on behalf of all of PN 593, We can

therefore explain the act of being called for an 5D as a person being called to be 52PD
the [N on behalf of PN 593, For that reason, the minimum number of people
called to read from the MM consists of a 113, a "5 and a PN, Each one is accepting
the M0 as representative of his group. The concept that the presence of ten men can
cause an act, in this case, TN AN, to be a representative act for all of SN '7'73,
essentially laid the groundwork for 112%82 1281 to also be viewed as a representative act
for all of PN 552.

The Y7 WY where the market was held, where legal and Halachic transactions took
place and where AN MNP was performed became the foundation for the institution
that became known as a MDI2 N°2, the synagogue. The choice of both the word: 12

ND12 and the word: synagogue, a Greek word that is defined as “place of assembly,” was

not coincidental. They each indicate that the synagogue began not as a house of prayer but
as place where community activities were conducted.

Professor Lee 1. Levine, in his book, The Ancient Synagogue, Yale University Press, 2000,
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points to the V'V AV as the antecedent to the synagogue. He claims that over time

architectural changes were made to the walls of cities that caused community activities to
move from the outdoors to the indoors. Professor Levine opines that since archaeologists
have not found any evidence of any synagogue building in any Jewish community before
the second century, BCE, that the change in the design of the city walls occurred in that
era. It was then that buildings began to be used as synagogues. A few synagogues have
been uncovered that date to the second century, BCE. A few more have been excavated
that date to the first century BCE. It is from the first century CE and forward that many
more synagogues have been uncovered.

That early synagogues were not used a place of prayer is confirmed by inscriptions that
have been uncovered at ancient synagogue sites. One of the more well known inscriptions
is the Theodotos inscription found at an excavation of a synagogue in Yerushalayim
believed to have been built in the first century CE:

Theodotos, the son of Vettenos, priest and archisynagogos®, son of an archisynagogos,
grandson of a archisynagogos, built this synagogue for the reading of the Law [i.e. the
Torah] and the study of the commandments, and a guesthouse and rooms and water
installations for hosting those in need from abroad, it [i.e. the synagogne], having been
Sfounded by his fathers, the presbyters, and Simonides®.

The introduction of prayer into the synagogue may have originated in the form of the

ALOAT M2M3. Professor Shmuel Safrai in an article entitled: Gathering in the

Synagogues on Festivals, Sabbaths and Weekdays, published in the Journal BAR
International Series 499, 1989, entitled: Ancient Synagogues in Israel, pages 8 and 9, makes
the following point:

A number of scholars have pointed out that the benedictions recited after the Haftarah
are not only benedictions to be said after a reading from the Prophets because, in
contradistinction to the blessings said after the reading of the Torah, which is brief and
pertains only to the Torab, giving thanks for the Torah of truth, the blessing after the
Haftarah include in their very recensions prayers touching on a wide range of issues:
consolation, the Kingdom of David, the Torah and the Temple service and the
sanctification of the Sabbath, and they are recited in a most festive manner. Some
scholars have hypothesized that in ancient times these blessings constituted the nuclens of
the prayer to be recited on a given day. In other words: originally, the congregation
would gather for the reading of a passage in the Torah and the Prophets; after the

3. Head of the synagogue.
4. Levine, The Ancient Synagogue, page 55 quoting from L. Roth-Gerson, The Greek Insctiptions from the Synagogues in
Eretz Yisroel, Yad Izhak Ben Zvi, 1987, pages 77-86.
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reading, the leader or the person who was honored with the reading from the Prophets
would add a number of benedictions, and these were the entire prayer service. "I'he
langnage and content of the blessings as they have come down to us are similar to the

blessings recited by the High Priest on Yom Kippur after the reading of the Torab.

Given the fact that early synagogues were not houses of prayer, synagogues could co-exist
with the @I N2 and were in no way a challenge to the WTPIA N°2. The acitivities

that took place there did not in any way conflict with what was being performed in the 1’2
WAPRA. If anything, the existence of synagogues at the time that the &TP1RT N2 was
destroyed turned into a blessing. It provided 9”11 with a pre-existing structure that could

absorb one more activity; i.e. 178N, The existence of synagogues prior to the destruction

of the WP N2 allows us to state that what 911 did in adding 1790 as an activity was
not revolutionary. It was evolutionary.

In sum, it was the marketplace that led to TMNT NNAR. ANT DNYAP led to the
establishment of the synagogue. The existence of the synagogue and its use as a place for
AR DRYAP provided 9711 a venue in which to provide for the recital of FIEY M.

IAY A then led to the formation of the MTD. It should be further noted that the
concept that the presence of ten men during MM NNAP rendered AMNNT INYAP as
mimhintnl ﬂ’?JP for PN 553 allowed for the extension of the same concept to HBDD; that
the presence of ten men during the recital of FWY A rendered MAYY M1V the
950 of BN 553,

TN AN AS TNAT 530

One last word on this issue. The following N7/ is troubling not so much in its conclusion
but in its underlying thesis. What was the N921°s RIYN Mi7?

1 1PN,y 1305 19 DOM 11327 110 —R /BY 30 57 19 Noom vhaa Tmbn

12X 2D DN AN NIPN ND W (D01 N D3N N 1N

On what basis could women be permitted to read from the MMN? If you accept the
premise that MM NP is T N3P, then it is easy to understand the NAY’s
underlying thesis. Since women and children were also present at Y3%D A7; since women
and children also accepted the MM, since women and children also said: Y% A&V,
they were equally qualified as men to be t73@?3 the 17N on behalf of PR 573 through
anileiaBaNigl)
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