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THE ROLE OF 11790 IN THE @791 13

We know from the FI¥M in'N /77 P75 710 N2DM that 175N became an essential part of
' NMAY during the period which preceded the destruction of the Second ¥TPIT N2,
We also studied a MW N from one of the BY3INJ that maintained that the same procedure
took place in the First @Tp07 N2,
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Professor Shaye D. Cohen of Brown University, in page 62 his book, From the Macabees
to the Mishna, points to D991 as a basis for F9DN becoming a part of 77 NTAY.

The best evidence that prayer was part of the ritual of both the first and the second
temple, if not for the priests, then for the laity, is the book of Psalms. Virtually all
the biblical Psalms, even those that lament personal or national catastrophes or that
hail a king at his coronation, are hymns of praise to G-d. They range in date from
the period of the monarchy, if not earlier (some of them are Israelite versions of
Canaanite or Egyptian hymns), to that of the Maccabees. But the fact that they
were written down and assembled as a collection implies--most scholars agree--that
they were meant to be recited liturgically, and it is most likely that the recitation
took place at the temple. Having come to the temple, either with or without a
sacrifice, the worshiper would recite either a psalm of joy and thanksgiving or a
psalm of woe and lament, whichever was appropriate for his situation.
He points to the following RYPDD:
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Chapter 51 of 'N7'D 12 18D, a poem that scholars believe was recited in the Second 1’2

1. N9°D 12 98D is a collection of poems that were compiled by 87D 13 who was a scribe just before the period when the

MM events occurred.
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WP also reflects that 155N entered into the service in the WIPRA N2, It appears
S5nm drew upon this poem in composing MY AL and other M272:
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The social environment prior to the destruction of the Second TP N°2 also

contributed to the acceptance of M550 as an alternative to MA27P. Professor Lawrence

Shiffman of New York University, in his book, Reclaiming the Dead Sea Scrolls, on page 290,
provides us with some insight:

The sect that left us the Dead Sea Scrolls removed itself voluntarily from
Hellenistic Jerusalem and forswore participation in the Jerusalem sacrificial service,
regarding the conduct of that service's priestly rituals no longer acceptable. Sect
members maintained that violations of the law marred the Temple and that its
priests were illegitimate. Presumably, the founders of the sect believed that the
Jerusalem cult no longer served as a vehicle for contact between Israel and its God,;
therefore, they saw no value in their continued participation in it . . .

The situation facing the Rabbis soon after the Destruction of the Temple, when the
mishnaic sages assembled at Yavneh on the Mediterranean coast, was very similar.
Judaism had long been based on sacrificial worship, which ensured Israel's
relationship with God through the proper and orderly conduct of the rites required
by the Levitical codes. Now, in the aftermath of the Great Revolt of 66-73 C.E.,
the Temple was gone. The priests no longer sacrificed; the Levites no longer sang;
Israel no longer made pilgrimages to the holy Temple. Henceforth, only prayer and
the life of rabbinic piety could ensure Israel's continued link to their Father in
Heaven.

It is naive to assume that this catastrophe came upon Pharisaic-rabbinic Judaism
with no warning. Indeed, it is clear to us now that throughout the Second
Commonwealth period, sacrificial ritual was on the wane, and prayer and liturgy on
the rise. Gradually, prayer made greater and greater inroads even in the Temple.
Those distant from the Temple turned increasingly to prayer during the Second
Commonwealth period. Pharisaism, in displacing Temple purity to the home and
table, had helped to free the later sages from the inexorability of sacrifice.

copyright. 2005. a. katz Your comments and questions are welcome and to subscribe- beureihatefila@yahoo.com.



page 14 m9D0M AN 1A

Vol. 3 No.5 mid=lvgnlinpinb s inlvanl

TRANSLATION OF SOURCES

=1 DPWD 1 PAD DY9rN-7. You do not desire sacrifice and otfering; You have dug

open my ears; You have not required burnt offering and sin offering.

8. Then I said, behold, I come; in the scroll of the book it is written about me,

9. I delight to do your will, O my G-d; your Torah is in my heart.

10. I have preached righteousness in the great congregation; behold, I did not refrain my
lips, O Lord, you know.

2% —RH DPIDD /1D P B°9rN-31. T will praise the name of G-d with a song, and T will
magnify him with thanksgiving.
32. And it shall please the Lord better than an ox or a bull that has horns and hoofs.

'0Y PIDD 'N1 PAD DY9MN-19. The sacrifices of G-d are a broken spirit; a broken and
contrite heart, O G-d, you will not despise.

‘TP PR 1P PR 2Y5rn- 108. Accept, I beseech you, the freewill offerings of my mouth,
O Lord, and teach me your ordinances.

‘2 PDD NP B 2'9m0- 2. Let my prayer be set forth before you like incense; and the
lifting up of my hands like the evening sacrifice.
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