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THE ORGANIZATION OF THE MIDDLE M2392 OF A& A

The basic structure of FMEY IV is FAW, the first three M2, A¥PI, the middle
twelve M273 (which are now 13) and INTT, the last three M2723. Are the M272 that
represent P32 organized in any manner? The BIATAN provides two quotes from the
173 R”2%7 concerning this issue. In the first quote the 8”27 argues that the subjects in
the middle M272 follow the order of the R'PIDD from the MAVDT of AW NIL.
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Then the N”2°7 postulates that the middle M272 are divided equally between six 11292
that represent requests for personal needs and six M272 that are requests for national
needs with the last one, 13"71.3 VIO being a concluding 1373, He then argues that the
M1272 in each group were placed in their order so as to be parallel to each other and that
the MN1272 are recited in order of importance.
AT QT DPYRAN N2 37950 TW 2N 2N 77T IORY AR DRATAN 99D
NI DYTT 1372 NN MANY DN MNNA ww 0212 7330 11980 Y e 110
YT (N ,ND 09T) 127 AR YT DIRRT T AN (R 092) NI DTN Py
PR ONRY P22 NYT7 1 “ra NN TR NP A DDA AT DDA AR DR
(N?,12 MPW) TN PO BMRD DN YT PR 1 531 DR KT N T DTING
N 09PN 1AM 0D S NPT 13T AN ATRNAY 3BMTY 8D 12 5 N M2 oY NS 0D

1. Scholars are unsure as to the identity of the 113 8”397, It may be a reference to one of the children of the ”N7.
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The problem with viewing the first six of the middle M392 as requests for personal needs
is that the T1972 of PN 281 does not seem to fit. Although the N”2%9 explains the

F1D72 as NI YIS 128719, the M”37 would agree that the 71373 is focused on
troubles and enemies that the person has because of his religious identity. It is therefore
necessary that we consider why the 292 is recited among the first group of N12723.
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TRANSLATION OF SOURCES

173 N7299™M 777 Y A3Ya QARTAN 9DD-The Reiva Neru found support for the order of

the middle Brachot of Shemona Esrei from the chapter of Shuva found in the book of Hosea,
Chapter 14. Verse 3 represents Chonain Ha’Da’At based on a verse in Mishlei; the second
part of Verse 3 represents Hasheivainu; the third part of verse three represents Slach Lanu;
verse 4 represents R’Ai V’Onyainu; the fifth verse represents Rifa’Einu; the sixth verse
represents Bariech Aleinu; the first part of the seventh verse represents Tikah B’Shofar based
on a verse in Yishayahu; the second part of the seventh verse represents Hasheiva Shoftainu
based on a verse in Sefer Bamidbar; the third part of the seventh verse represents
V’La’Malshinim; the first part of the eighth verse represents Al Hatzadikim based on a verse in
Tehillim; the second part of the eighth verse represents Boneh Yerushalayim based on a verse
in Shir Hashirim; the third part of the eighth verse represents Es Tzemach based on a verse in
Sefer Breishit and a verse in Tehillim. And Yerushalayim and King David are similar to bread
and wine based on a verse in Sefer Breishit. The first part of ninth verse represents the
insertion of Aneinu. The second part of ninth verse represents the Bracha of Shomeah Tefila.

T AN T ALY O 2P9TAN 95D-The Reiva also wrote that the thirteen middle

Brachot were arranged to be two sets of six Brachot, with the last Bracha, Shema Kolainu,
being a conclusion to all of them. The first six Brachot concern personal needs; they begin
with Chonain Hada’At which is the trait that distinguishes man as it is written: Fear of G-d is
the first step to knowledge. In addition our Sages taught: He who has this, has everything; he
who lacks this, what has he? And Rebbe said: I am surprised that our sages did not require the
recitation of the Bracha of Chonain Ha’D’at on Shabbat because if a person does not have
knowledge then how does he pray? And if someone is lacking in knowledge, it is forbidden to
have pity on him as it is written: (Isaiah 27,11) For it is a people of no understanding; therefore
He who made them will not have mercy on them, and He who formed them will show them
no favor. He recites Chonain Ha’Da’At to say: it is a gift of G-d that G-d gives to those
whom G-d favors. Since this person understands, he will know to perform repentance. Then
the person will ask forgiveness for his sin and for his acts of rebellion. Then the person will
ask G-d to save him from his troubles and his enemies because when G-d approves of a
person’s conduct, even the person’s enemies will favor him. It is the sins of a person that
causes a person to be disliked by his fellow man. Since sins are worse than bodily inflictions,
he first asks for forgiveness. He then asks for healing of his body and his bones which are
sick because of his sins as it is written: May my soul be healed because I have sinned to You
and it is written: If you listen . . . all the sickness with which I inflicted Egypt, I will not inflict
upon you because I am G-d your healer. After asking for the redemption of his soul and the
healing of his body, he then asks for financial support in the Bracha of Mivarech Hashanim so
as to be able to keep himself alive. After reciting six Brachot in which he asks for his personal
needs, he continues by asking for the community’s needs. Tikah B’Shofar is for the purpose
of our raising our flag of Redemption which is the most important request for the community.
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This request parallels the request for knowledge in Chonain Ha’Da’At. Our Sages said: when a
person obtains knowledge it is as if the Beit Hamikdash had been rebuilt in his lifetime. This
is so because the prophecy of the building of the Beit Hamikdash is recorded between two
references to the name of Hashem as the verse says: (Shemot 15, 17) Which You have made
for You to dwell in. Knowledge too is also recorded between two references to the name of
Hashem as the verse says: (Shmuel 1, 2, 4) Because a G-d of knowledge is our G-d. Then we
recite Hashiva Shoftainu which is parallel to Hashiveinu. A support for this is the fact that
after G-d brings together Jews from all over the world there will the appointment of judges as
the verse states (Hosea 2, 2) And the children of Israel and the child of Judea will gather
together and appoint one administrator over them. Then comes the Bracha in opposition to
the apostates which is parallel to the Bracha of Selicha because the apostates cause others to
sin and will be judged by pure judges. Tzaddikim will then rejoice (the Bracha of Al

Ha Tzadikkim) which is parallel to the Bracha of Go’Ail Yisroel because the Tzaddikim see the
pain that individuals are suffering and pray that they be rescued. And then comes the Bracha
of Boneh Yerushalayim which is parallel to the Bracha of Rifa’Ainu as it is written: (Tehillim
127, 3) Builder of Yerushalayim is Hashem who heals the broken hearted. And the Bracha of
Tzemach Dovid follows after the building of Yerushalayim which is parallel to Mivarech
Hashanim which represents the grass in the field. When there is a good king in the land, the
land is blessed as the verse states: (Mishlei 13, 23) Much food is in the well tilled acre of the
poor and the verse (Tehillim 146, 7) G-d delivers justice on behalf of the downtrodden and
provides food to the hungry. Then the Bracha of Shomeah Tefila which is a conclusion for all
the Brachot. Know that each Bracha is placed in order of importance and in order of need.
That explains why the Bracha for knowledge is first because if there is no knowledge there is
no repentance because without knowledge an individual would be incapable of distinguishing
between right and wrong. Furthermore, if there is no repentance, there can be no forgiveness
because the person will simply do the same sin again. If there is no forgiveness, what power
will keep his troubles and enemies away from him as it is written: (Yeshayahu 10, 5): Oh
Ashur, the rod of my anger. And what good will health do a person if he is constantly
harangued by his enemies. And what good will wealth do for him, if he has no health. So from
this you learn that obtaining forgiveness is three levels higher in importance than obtaining
wealth and that knowledge is five levels more important than obtaining wealth. The lesson is
that one should pursue these goals in order of importance. If you travel one mile in order to
purchase merchandise, you should be willing to travel six miles in order to learn Torah. And if
you are willing to suffer and to work hard in order to protect your assets, you should work
twice as hard to protect yourself against committing sin and to repent. You also learn from
the order of the Brachot and their parallel connection that the beginning of redemption is the
gathering together of those in exile; that when they gather together, they will appoint judges in
order to destroy the evil ones. Then Tzaddikim will rejoice. The Ribbono Shel Olam will then
rest his Shechina among us and the descendant of King David will arrive. From the order you
also learn that the gathering of those in exile is in many respects of greater importance than the
arrival of the descendant of King David.
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