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THE 279728 AND THE f'lP'l'\‘? M5'DNM MDD ON M M1ana

Part of the joy in studying 1780 is to be exposed to the R'¥M7'D in the early ™MD
(11th through 14th century) such as the BT T1AN and the MR [19°D07 MO, The
method of the RFATIAN is to search for sources in "N for the words chosen by S for

the M?'0N. The practice of the P17 is to count the letters or words of each 1790 and to
find a corresponding verse that contains the same number of words. Let us examine their
comments on some parts of ML N1272.
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TRANSLATION OF SOURCES

The difficulty in translating the words of the BFITIAN or the FPM? APYONM MO is that
cach relates words from the 1291 to the words of 773N, 1f I translate the words from
281 and I translate the words from 773N, you will not understand the connection. As a

result, I will not translate the words. Instead, I will paraphrase the RYY7°8.

0o N1 5Y =M M51A BTIAN 98D-The BINTAN begins by tracing the origin
of the words that introduce every 7393, The words ' NN 112 originated in a verse

from Psalms: PR 3775 ' FION T3, He then opines that the word 1723 is not a verb,
meaning that Man does not bless G-d; rather it is an adjective, meaning comforting and
caring. The word 1J’P5N originated in a verse found in the Ten commandments: "7 21N

'[’P5N that was said by G-d and in a verse from V¥ - 13’P5N T 9N YW that was first
said by BN B9, The words: B9 '[‘7?3 can be traced to a verse in Jeremiah: '|‘7m
07, The words: 1'I¥M2 13T N can be traced to a verse in Leviticus: RNETPNM
DYTP BAYM. He further explains that some argue that the word: 132D is related to the
word: "¥MTP, betrothal. They liken the relationship of Jews to G-d to marriage and that
G-d performed PPN with DR by giving us the MRM.

DY NP3 DY— AR5 YDA D M- The MPIA counts the words in the blessing
of BYT* N3 5P and finds that there are 13 words. He relates the blessing to two verses
that together contain thirteen words: I 1IN 12921 232 D27 INE? and *22 11PI2 V'ION
' 972M DN F32DNY. As an alternative group of verses he reports: 7% T°2N oNe

75 1NN TIDtand T T DR 132 B MY ML He traces the word NP1 to the

word: N3 which was is the word for a vessel whose exact measurement was a 112, He
turther argues that the purpose in starting the day by washing one’s hands is to

demonstrate that we want to begin to perform M¥M only after performing an act of T¥MNTP
which in this case is washing one’s hands. He concludes by asking where in 7”3N did G-d
asks us to wash our hands before performing M¥M. He finds it in the verse: T'AN P

'[5 VRN TIPT T2, This is the verse that is the source for the rule that we are obligated
to treat a rule instituted by the Rabbis equal with a rule that originated in the Torah.
in)iainakpis] HPT'\‘? F9DNM NTD B There are thirteen words in the blessing PﬁDlJ'?

17N %7373, The thirteen words correspond to the thirteen principles by which the Torah
is explained. They also correspond to thirteen praises that Job expressed. In the prayer,
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N1 2P, we find thirty words. This corresponds to a verse 121512 202513 °3 and kingship
is obtained through 30 steps. The blessing 133 T3 AN has 20 words. They correspond
to a verse: NNT N 12% BOM *1 which contains 20 words. The verse 132 12 AN has 20

words and the verse 137 103 N has 20 words. When combined they total 40 words
which corresponds to the 40 days that Moses spent on Mount Sinai receiving the Torah.

AM@T N1272 BRTMAR 9DD-The words N 37V correspond to a verse in Malachi:
%5 M7 or to a verse in Psalms: 2189 772 317Y. The words: 13°D3 NN 127 NN
131 DN 13 Y NPT correspond to a verse in Psalms: P71 9D OB 11 RO
VAT P! On the words: IR AN 119, the BFATIAN cautions us to study
Torah for its own sake and not as a means of obtaining honor. The words: 1A N2
DN 1MYD AN correspond to the verse: MR FTMAM 1ANA MY NN TS 0N
amm% *nans N

mjalivg ’P‘?N— M2 NY272 BRNTMAN 8D-This blessing does not begin with the word

“I1M2” because it is a blessing of praise that G-d returned our souls to us. The blessing
would be for naught if we did not say the praise before saying the blessing. In the balance
of this paragraph, the BMTITIAN shows the source for each of the words in the prayer: ’P'?N

AR,

PR3 SO APIND [9BNM MTPD SBNYD-The prayer MY 1PN contains 40 words
which corresponds to the 40 days that passes before a fetus is formed. Some say that the
prayer has 43 words. That number corresponds to the 40 days that pass before a fetus is
formed and the 3 days that pass before the egg is fertilized.

copyright 2004. Abe Katz -163- e-mail:beureihatefila@yahoo.com





