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M2°82 11991 AS A SUBSTITUTE FOR M13377

We have been grappling with the question as to when the recitation of FIEY ML
became a regular practice. It is generally believed that after the destruction of the second
WAPRA NY2, the recitation of ALY AN became a requirement. In fact, many view the
institution of MAYY MIML as a major change in Jewish practice. While the TP N2
stood, "1 NTAY was performed by the R°372 and the general public stood by inactive,
tulfilling their obligation through the actions of the R°173. With the destruction of the
WAPRA NY2, the individual began to perform ' NTAY through AAEY A, The
problem with that view is that it is not easy to find a basis upon which 911 could replace
' N2V that was performed in a representative manner with a form of ' N2V that was
performed on an individual basis. Perhaps we should restate what we believe occurred as
follows: after the destruction of the second ¥IPIT N*3, M2°82 M9BM became a regular
practice. e replaced one representative action, 2P A2V with another
representative action, MY [P, The MY M9 replaced the 112, T 1HoN
developed only as an off-shoot of T123%82 1290 once 9”11 realized that not everyone
would be able to to participate in 712382 175N, If our restatement is correct, we can
trace the evolution from ¥IP02 ATAY to MN2Y82 m%on.

When 911 ended the practice of bringing M13372 in any location and restricted the
practice to the WTPRT N3, ©"1 instituted a practice that mimicked the 7T3aY in the

WAPRA N2, the MY, a practice that was representative in nature and did not involve
individual conduct. Can we point to any other practice that began before the destruction
of the WIPAA N2 that qualifies as M NTAY that was performed by a representative?

Professor Louis Finkelstein on page 36 of his book New Light From the Prophets desctibes
a historical era when such conduct took place:

How did the pious people, who rejected the idolatry introduced into the
Temple by Manasseh, worship during this period; and indeed in the earlier
generations after Manasseh had become a renegade? That they did not
worship at all is inconceivable. The most pious of the people could not have
refrained from communion with G-d.

They could not worship at the desecrated Temple, nor at the "high places”
away from the Temple. Doubtless, some gathered to hear the worship of the
Levites, who recited Psalms. But the Book of Jeremiah leaves no doubt that
the Prophet was considered, even by those who had little faith in his
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effectiveness in predicting the future, a person who could pray on their behalf.
Professor Finkelstein points to the following B'P1D8 as support for his argument that the

BN°23 acted in a manner similar to that of a 2% MY
AINDM T2 13902 127 93 AR (YD ARy 7113 13Y 13 0P DN PIDD T PID R -
NPT PITD DI APYI PRI ON T NN NDRD DNIT-DY DIDD T D7D T -
FINY2 73 RD AYDY 23 PR D5H M0 8D 15 1R
The fact that the D21 52 11127 directed N33 717 not to pray on behalf of P
DN and that his prayers would not be accepted add to the argument.
;125 MM OpI T2 55500 BN O T BRN-/NY PIDD T PND T .
DY DN DI 1R 1105 DRIAZN Tl 1YY DN SON T NN—/N DIDD 1 PID 1T .
ANX 230 Dy A
Professor Finkelstein further points to the following R¥21D8 in 5NPTH’ 90!
IO DIWIN IND WIMD NPV SWBM MIPIIWN I SIN—'N PIDD 'S PID ONPINY =
9105122 /11 DR w5 SN
YIOM AV W IN WD APHM WD DWW MR - 210D 1 PID HNoie =
DPIPN 1T oY YhY Dam v18b Drawy A
93D 122 DN 230Ma DN TN N13N-'N 210D T DD NI -
YINDIY MMM HEN T2 DY AV 032 0N 13 INN1-0 2108 35 DD BN =
U AINE NEPT 277 70 B2 N3 IND RS AN AN PN TN DN T 02T 20a0

An argument that the 2% M5 stands in a special position as representative of 555
SNT2* can be made based on the following &9712 that concerns nrhD:

(372D NI FPON TTID) 77D MPIONR 7 991510 M (2L IN) RO ITON
POBA MI3721 290 APAD WADHE MY AP YT T 0,008 01 1 T30 ,00N 12T
M SR DY MIND MNEMY YR N DRAR DY apnsn mm HNaws S s
YRR a0 Y90 2eha Na0w PN B T 1730 0 N 20m0hY 180
YD 230D 1AN AMN FTIIND T 30D 1Y BNAR 5y MIND st e o
DAY NOPN 103D DY M AP 131 7 AR 220N 1203 190 DN Y AN IMOD
*195 12137 050 qBYRPNY MNAR MHwD 2w HEwn asT T ahn (11D
BNOZ AN RYIAD 170D B DM TSN [ ORISR D 9015 90 L2
YT, AMPNTD PPN MR Y M RDE 03 50D ;10 1Ny 2 DN 12 T
BN AN RIITD 1T 2w o 57,25 0N B2 1Ak suan menk mrhD mp vy
PR TN 1B 305 1RAPNN DR YR Y, 290 10 1D 1A 3N (NI T
VNTD D12 3P TR AYRAT T NI QNN 1Y 3N 1090 17D 2305 DmIN
(2,23 12500)
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TRANSLATION OF SOURCES

T PIDD T PR TAT-O Lord, though our iniquities testify against us, do it for Your
name’s sake; for our backslidings are many; we have sinned against You.

"By PIDD T PR AT -Have You utterly rejected Judah? Does Your soul loathe Zion?
Why did You strike us, and there is no healing for us? We looked for peace, and there is no
good; and for the time of healing, and behold terrox!

'R 20D T PR 3 17-Then says the Lord to me, Pray not for this people for their good.

'R PIDD B PAD WMT°-Then says the Lord to me, even if Moses and Samuel stood before
Me, My mind could not be toward this people; cast them out of My sight, and let them
depart.

‘N P1Da’23p"D '7NPTH’—And it came to pass in the seventh year, in the fifth month, on the

tenth day of the month, that some of the elders of Israel came to inquire of the Lord, and
sat before Me.

'R P1D2’'m paD 5NPTH’—And it came to pass in the sixth year, in the sixth month, in the

fifth day of the month, as I sat in my house, and the elders of Judah sat before me, that the
hand of the Lord God fell there upon me.

'R P02 "7 9D 77NPTH’—Then came some of the elders of Israel to me, and sat before me.

S P1oD 3 Pha 5NPTH’—AS for you, son of man, your people, by the walls and in the doors

of the houses, are still talking against you, speaking one to another, everyone to his brother,
saying: Come, I beg you, and hear what is the word that comes forth from the Lord.

(723D NI FPOR 9TID) 77D TMPIONR 7 9P1D—10 M (29 WIN) RO TUON-

Another explanation-On the words “Ya’ancha Hashem B’Yom Tzarah” King David knew
that in the future the Beit Hamikdash would be destroyed and the sacrifices would be
discontinued because of the sins of the Jewish people. King David was concerned about
the Jewish people and said: after the Beit Hamikdash is destroyed and the sacrifices will be
discontinued, what mechanism will be available to obtain forgiveness? G-d said: David, do
not worry. I have already revealed the order of Selichot prayers to Moshe and I told him:
when troubles beset the Jewish people let them stand before Me together as one and have
them recite the order of Selichot prayers and I will respond to them. When did G-d reveal
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the order of Selichot prayers? Rav Yochanon said: the verse: Vi’'Ya’Avor Hashem Al Panav
Va’Yikra (Shemot 34, 6) teaches us that G-d came down in His cloud like a prayer leader
who is wrapped in a Talis and stands before the group. And G-d then revealed the order
of Selichot prayers and G-d further told Moshe: if there is a wise man among you who is
worthy to cause the Jewish people to have their sins forgiven, he should not hesitate to act
as prayer leader and to recite the order of Selichot prayers. This wise man should look to
Me as an example. I had no partner when I created the world and yet I was not so great
that I could not go down to Moshe and reveal to him the order of Selichot prayers.
Everyone in the world should learn from My actions. Anyone who is worthy to gain
forgiveness for the Jewish people should do so and I will give him a great reward.
Whenever Jews congregate together before Me as one group and recite the order of

Selichot prayers, I will answer them as it is written: Hashem Hoshiya Hamelech Ya’Aneinu
B’Yom Korainu (Psalms 20, 9).
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