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obligated to fast but cannot do so. While as far as this
fast is concerned, they were never obligated to fast.
(YOSEPH OMETZ)

v

I have found in old manuscripts that on the three
Frankfurt fastdays which are fasted all day long, each
member of the community must give two “tzeil” for
charity to orphans and widows, while on the tenth of
Tammuz which is only fasted half a day, eighteen coins
are given.

(DIVREI KEHILLOS)

I

On Erev Rosh Hashana most people fast in
accordance with the midrash. However the fast does not
have the status of a Taanis Tzibbur and Vayechal is not
read at shacharis nor at mincha. It is also customary to
eat before daybreak, before going to selichos. The reason
is that the gentiles usually fast before their holiday and
we are enjoined not to emulate the gentile ways. However
one should only eat a light snack, not_a big meal.

Erev Rosh Hashana is called namar. After shacharis
it is customary to go and pray at the graves of one’s
ancestors and at the graves of tzadikim in order that in
their merit a good year will be bestowed upon us.

(DIVREI KEHILLOS)



and for two years we were forced to wander in the
neighbouring areas. Due to the intervention of the king
and his forces, we were finally allowed back into our
homes. The rebels were all executed and their heads
displayed publicly to serve as a warning to any other
evildoers. The king also ordered us to display on our
gates the royal emblem, that of an eagle, to serve as a
warning to all would be molesters. Therefore the twenty-
seventh day in Elul was made into a fast-day, and the
twentieth day of Adar was made into a festive day of
thanksgiving, known as Purim Vintz. That day is a day of
praises and thanksgiving. Every person is required to give
eight coins for charity in the community room.

On the nineteenth of Adar there is also a fastday to
commemorate this event.

Candles were lit both in the old and new shul. On the
twentieth of Adar, tachnun is not said. However, at
mincha, tachnun is said.

(DIVREL KEHILLOS)

T

If the above fastday occurs on a Friday the fast is not
completed. If it falls out on a Shabbos the fast is
preceded to Friday.

(YOSEPH OMETZ)

1

In the year vow (1526) there was a bris on the
fastday and we decided to postpone the meal until the
night.

Sick people or women after childbirth do not have to
fast nor even to receive a dispensation (hatoras nedarim).
While for other fastdays it is our custom that they must
ask for dispensation, that is only becaus¢ they are



Shevorim — Teruoh — Tekioh, Tekioh — Shevorim —
Tekioh, and Tekioh — Teruoh — Tekioh.
(DIVREI KEHILLOS)

i

The shofar is blown all month until three days before
Rosh-Hashanah. The two days of Rosh-Hashanah make
up for these two days, fulfilling the verse, “blow ye, in
the month etc.” i.e. during the whole month, there is to
be blowing of the shofar.

(KOACH YEHUDA)

3

If Rosh Chodesh Ellul falls out on Shabbos the
minhag is to read "xvy onwi as the haftorah. If Rosh
Chodesh is on a Sunday “jnam mxne is read. Then on
Shabbos xyn = the haftora of myw mmy that was missed
out is read together with the regular haftorah of mpy
for it is of one topic.

(YOSEPH OMETZ, KOACH YEHUDA)

T

On Motzai Shabbos from Rosh Chodesh Elul until
Shabbos shuva the “vhu-rachum” at the beginning of
maariv was said to a special tune.

bt

The twenty-seventh day of Elul is a fast-day in
Frankfurt commemorating the sufferings of the kehilla
at the hands of the wicked Vintz and his comrades in the
year 1512, The story is as follows: A group of rebels
banded together under the head of a wicked man named
Vintz and revolted against the king. They attacked the
Jewish quarter, robbed and pillaged everything and barely
left us alive. They drove us out of our homes and city,



&)

Tachnun is not said during shachris of the fifteenth
day of Av. It is said, however, at mincha, and at mincha
the day before.

(KOACH YEHUDA)

T

A mourner does not act as a shliach-tzibbur an the
fifteenth of Av, not even from lamnatzeach onwards.
(KOACH YEHUDA)

Ellul

K

The Mateh-Moshe writes that the blowing of the
shofar starts on the first day of Rosh Chodesh. So too is
our custom. (YOSEPH OMETZ; gloss in the MAHRIL)

ut

It is the custom to blow after davening both morning
and evening.
(NOHEG KATZOAN YOSEPH)

bl

It the morning the blowing is after shir-hayichud,
while in the evening it is after the end of the prayers.
(KOACH YEHUDA). When I did the blowing, I would start on
the first day Rosh Chodesh in order to satisfy the opinion
of all poskim

(KOACH YEHUDA)

1

After davening, the person who blows on Rosh
.ashana, would blow one or two series of; Tekioh —



drasha an Shabbos Chazon, how many vyears have
elapsed since the churban.
(YOSEPH OMETZ)

TISHA B°AV

he

On Tisha B'Av one is not to greet another person.
Therefore, one does not say “good-night’ at night, nor
“good-morning” in the morning. Whoever is greeted by
another person who is not aware of these laws, is to
answer back softly, in order not to insult the other
person.

(YOSEPH OMETZ)

I:'i

A woman after birth, or any other ill person who eats
on Tisah B’av should recite nachem before “uvneh’ in
birkas hamazon.

(NOHEG KATZOAN YOSEPH)

n
!

The Shabbos after Tisha B'Av is known as Shabbos
Nachmu. One should sing, rejoice and be more festive on
this Shabbos, than on other Shabbosim. Also “Ben-
"Sheib” writes that one should make this Shabbos as
joyous as Yom-Tov.

(YOSEPH OMETZ)

™

On Shabbos Nachmu “yotzer” is said. The kaddish is
sung to the tune of the Yomim-Noroim in order to
remind everyone that the Yomim- Noroim are coming
soon.

(DIVREI KEHILLOS)



1

On Shabbos before Tisha-B’av the regular paroches
was used as were the tableclothes and covers. However
with regards to clothes, each one did as he chose.

(GLOSS IN THE MAHARIL)

The weekday cloak is worn and Mot the “Shabbos-
Mantel” as was customary to wear on Shabbos. Also the
women wore their weekday aprons.

(KOACH YEHUDA)

v

Kiddush levonoh is to be recited on the tenth of Av
and not on Tisha B’av at night after the meal, as opposed
to Yom-Kippur when we recite it at night after the meal.
The reason is that then we rejoice, while after Tisha B'av
we are not comforted yet until Shabbos Nachmu.
Although it is prohibited to delay kiddush levonoh until
after the tenth of the month, being that the major part of
the destruction was on the tenth of the month, we
postpone it until after the tenth, i.e. the night of the
eleventh. Being as the minhag may be, one is not to
disassociate himself from the public and he should do as
the community does. Unfortunately, nowdays everyone
does as he wishes, and does not adhere to the community
practises.

(KOACH YEHUDA)

N'l

It is my custom to anounce at the end of the meal
prior to the fast, in broken tone, how many years have
elapsed since the destruction of the temple.

I also recall thatr R° Akiva the famous Darshan
(preacher) of our shul would anounce every year after his



nl

The Ramoh in his gloss on the Shulchan Aruch writes
that it is permitted to order new utensils from gentile
craftsmen, if they will not be ready until after Tisha B'av.
However, I recall as a child that there were people who
refrained from doing so. I do not know whether this was
because of their own particular stringencies, or because
they held this to be the minhag, in which case we must
do likewise. It is right to act stringently in this case, for
the Ramoh himself adds that “it is best to refrain from
doing so whenever possible”.

(YOSEPH OMETZ)

b

Although the halachah does not prohibit the use of
vinegar made from wine, it is the custom here not to use
such vinegar from the seventh day in Av onwards.

(YOSEPH OMETZ)

9

I remember from my younger years that people did
not buy any wood during the nine days. If anyone did buy
wood, it was impounded and distributed to poor people.
People nowdays are not careful of this minhag. Although
I do not know the reason for this minhag, still it’s not
right to act leniently. (YOSEPH OMETZ) Perhaps the reason
is because it gladdens one’s heart.

(YOSEPH OMETZ)

1
There is an old custom to read “wynw~ as the haftorah

on Rosh Chodesh Av that falls out on a Shabbos.
(YOSEPH OMETZ. KOACH YEHUDA)



n

When the second day of Shavous occurs on a
Shabbos, it is- customary to say the payit of naw m»
"1 ymwn in Magen Avos in order to make people aware
of the difference between Shabbos and Yom-Tov. (GLOSS
IN THE MAHARIL, YOSEPH OMETZ, NOHEG KATZOAN YOSEPH).
When Shavuos occurs on Shabbos, prokim are not said.

(YOSEPH OMETZ)

Tammuz

b

The saying of Pirkei Avos drew to a conclusion on
the Shabbos before the seventeenth of Tammuz.
(DIVREI KEHILLOS)

1

The seventeenth of Tammuz is one of the four fasts
mentioned in the prophets. There were some pious
people who began the fast on the night before.

(KOACH YEHUDA)

Three weeks
K

No new clothes are worn during the three weeks, not
even on Shabbos. Even new shoes should not be worn.
(YOSEPH OMETZ)

Av

K

It is the widespread practice here, that at a bris, meat
is served to all the guests, even if more than a minyan are
present. On Erev Tisha B’av the meal is started before
midday and finished close to mincha gedola.

(YOSEPH OMETZ)



ruling. For someone who wishes to study all night long,
as is customary on Shevuos, will find that if he waits to
eat until after tzais-hakochavim he will finish at
midnight and will not have time to learn. Therefore, in
my view, one can even make kiddush during
mwnwn 1 (twilight), for xnxm (the Torah ruling) it
is already considered night. f (YOSEPH OMETZ)

i

It is the custom to stay up all night learning the
tikkun leil shavuos, and to pray at daybreak.

(KOACH YEHUDA)

Also, it is very fitting to immerse oneself in the

mikvah before shacharis. 1 would do thus with my

students and the rest of the community followed suit.

(YOSEPH OMETZ)

1

It is the custom to read Megillas Ruth on the second
day of Shevuos after shacharis. (KOACH YEHUDA)

T

Many people eat a dairy meal on Shavuos, and there is
a basis for this custom. However, since the mitzvah of
rejoicing on Yom-Tov can only be fulfilled by eating
meat, one must also eat a meat meal. Those who do so
must make sure that the entire family washes their hands
properly after the dairy meal.
(YOSEPH OMETZ, NOHEG KATZOAN YOSEPH)
It is our custom to make “moulish” (a filled dough)
filled with either meat or dairy products. It is made in the
shape of a ladder with seven rungs to symbolize the seven
heavens that Hashem opened up before us, to show that
there is no one else. It is a very beautiful and proper

customn. )
(YOSEPH OMETZ)



Sivan
X

If the Shabbos before Shevuos is Shabbos
Mevorchim, then Jpmo mpr  is said, the new month is
anounced, followed by 1%%m and “7rawn nwmws naom
pmmn Ak mwr In the Year vn, Rosh Chodesh
Cheshvan was on Sunday and the Av-Beis-Din Moreinu
Harav Mendel Bas 0.b.m., ruled that on the Shabbos
preceding it, yekum purkun is to be said, followed by
birchas hachodesh etc. So too ruled the Av-Beis-Din,
Mohari Cohen in the year n“sn)

(KOACH YEHUDA. DIVREI KEHILLOS)
a

From Rosh Chodesh Sivan until the eighth of Sivan
inclusive, no tachnun is said. Lamenatzaiach is not said
on Erev-Yomtov nor on Isru-Chag.

(KOACH YEHUDA)

A

The Maharil writes that it is the custom to spread
out greenery and roses in the shul, in honor of Yom-
Tov. We do so in alll our houses. The Mahri Segal
decreed that when Shevuos occurs on a Sunday the
greenery should be spread out on Friday, and not on

Shabbos by a gentile. (YOSEPH OMETZ KOACH YEHUDA)

-

One should not make kiddush or eat before tzais-
hakochavim (the appearance of stars) on the first night
of Shevuos. (Shelah, KOACH YEHUDA) However, I
have not seen the great Rabbis in Germany follow this



Iyar
N

The payit (n5n) that was recited starting Rosh
Chodesh Iyar was said in Frankfurt in a different
sequence than printed. The zulas which is printed to be
said on the second Shabbos was said on the third
Shabbos, while the one printed to be said on the third
Shabbos was said on the second Shabbos.

(KOACH YEHUDA)

a

The customs regarding the fast of “behab” are
printed in the part dealing with the month of Cheshvan.

bl

The haftorah of Achaarai is "o™wa 2123 X511 while the
haftorah of Kdoschim is “vwwwni” When the two sidros
are read together the haftorah is 751, This is in contrast
to other sidros that when read together, the haftorah is
the one of the second sidrah.

(YOSEPH OMETZ. KOACH YEHUDA)

-

On Lag B'omer, tachnun is not said at shacharis.
However, it is said at mincha, and at mincha the day
before. (NOHEG KATZOAN YOSEPH, KOACH YEHUDA)
Lamnatzeach is said.

(GLOSS IN THE MAHARIL).



Sefiras Haomer
X

Laomer (as opposed to baomer) is the right version
for the counting of the Omer.
(YOSEPH OMETZ)

!

The Rav recites the blessing and the counting. If he is
not present, the chazan says it together with the kehilla.
(DIVREI KEHILLOS)

b}

On Motzei Shabbos the sefirah is counted before
saying Veyiten L'cho.
(DIVREI KEHILLOS)

=

The injunction against shaving and wearing new
clothes is from Rosh Chodesh Iyar onwards.
(YOSEPH OMETZ)

i1

On the Shabbosim from Rosh Chodesh Iyar until
Shevuos, I'cho dodi was sung to a sad tune.
(DIVREI KEHILLOS)



Isru Chag
I

Lamenatzeach was not said on Isru Chag. Also it is
proper to make a festive meal. Tachnun is not said until
Rosh Chodesh Iyar.

(NOHEG KATZOAN YOSEPH)

a

It is the custom to start saying Pirkei-Avos the
Shabbos following Pesach. One chapter is said per
Shabbos followed by a mourner’s kaddish, not a kaddish
d’rabanan. When one cycle is finished it is repeated
again, sometimes saying two chapters a Shabbos. This is
repeated for most Shabbosim of the summer. In
Frankfurt is was the custom to say Pirkei Avos until
Shabbos Parshas Pinchas, not inclusive.

(KOACH YEHUDA)

It is the custom in Frankfurt to say one chapter of
Pirkei Avos every Shabbos until Shevuos in order that it
be finished on the Shabbos before Shevuos. From the
Shabbos after Shevuos onwards two chapters a week are
recited in order to finish Pirkei Avos twice before the
seveteenth of Tammuz. On a year that Shevuos occurs on
Friday or Shabbos, leaving only five weeks until the
seventeenth of Tammuz, three chapters a week are
recited the third time around. Pirkei Avos are not said
after the seventeenth of Tammuz.

(NOHEG KATZOAN YOSEPH)



should place his hand under his jaw to catch any falling
crumbs and eat them as a sign of our love for this’
mitzyah.

(YOSEPH OMETZ)

o %l

One should not do away with the custom that
children steal the afikoman and ask for a present in order
to return it, for through this the children stay awake and
engage in the telling of the story of the exodus from
Egypt.

(NOHEG KATZOAN YOSEPH)

Pesach
X

The portion of the Torah read on the first day was
from the sidrah of “Bo”. The haftorah read is from nya
Xt until X2 7Ry, The minhagin Frankfurt was not to add
any verses not dealing with “Pesach Gilgal”.

(DIVREI KEHILLOS)

a

The minhag in Frankfurt was to say the regular shir-
shelyom for the day, not adding any special Psalms
dealing with the Yom-Tov.

3
On Shabbos Chol Hamoed ..... Shir Hashirim was

read without a brocha.
(HEG KATZOAN YOSEPH)

i1

It is proper to learn during the night of Shvii-shel
pesach, as is done on Shevuos at night. Also the tikun of

Shevuos night is recited.
(KOACH YEHUDA)



&)

There are many reasons, esoteric and otherwise for
the various charms and talismans made out of the
matzoh of the afikomen. Some people take small pieces
of the afikomen of both nights as a protection against
harm. I believe that I have heard from renowned poskim
that someone who is travelling between cities may carry
such an amulet even on Shabbos, being that it serves as a
protection against all manner of harm.

Another custom is that each person keeps in his
house a big piece of matzoh that was left over from the
afikoman. My father o.b.m. would keep this piece of
matzah until the next Shabbos Hagadol and eat it in the
stew called “Bohnen-Schalent”. This seems to be an
ancient custom, and I have always done so and instructed
the members of my family to do likewise.

There are some people, however, who make fun of
ancient customs and say that being that the matzah is
around all year it is certainly wormy, and one should not
eat it due to the prohibition against eating worms.
However, were these people to keep this matzah with a
modicum of care, no worms would enter and no
problems would arise. Besides which, I would usually
check the matzah before Pesach making sure that indeed
no worms are present.

The eating of this leftover matzah right before the
next Pesach serves to remind people of the obligations of
baking the matzah, cautioning the people to take great
care in the preparations for Pesach. In the merit of this,
may we speedily gain our everlasting freedom and the
bestowal of G-ds mercy upon us once again.

(KOACH YEHUDA)
k]

According to all opinions, the afikoman must be
eaten before midnight. While eating the afikoman one



parsley for the first dip, and not “kurval”, for according
to some opinions “kurval”” may be used for morror. The
vinegar should be near the parsley. The matzos are after-
wards followed by the morror and charroses. For morror
“letauch” should be used even though that it is
expensive. The “‘meerettich” (horseradish) used for
korach follows, with the egg and the zroa (shankbone)
last.

The charoses should be made with sour apples, and
strips of cinnamon should be scattered over the charoses
as a rememberence to the straw in the mortar made in
Egypt. For charoses symbolises' the mortar and the
cinnamon symbolises the straw. The charoses should be
mixed with either wine or vinegar before the seder. If it is
Shabbos, it is prohibited to do so and should be done
right before Shabbos.

(YOSEPH OMETZ)

T

The fastidious people use “klein- salatin™ for marror,
since it is difficult to eat a kzais of the marror in popular
use. One may however use a bit of that marror for
korach. Only the green head that grows above the ground
should be used and not the root that grows under the
ground.

(KOACH YEHUDA)

n

I have followed the customs of the prior generations,
especially of my father the Dayan Harav Michal Bing
who ate part of the egg and meat from the kaarah after
the korach. This is in contrast to some irresponsible
.people who throw it to dogs and animals. This is wrong
to do, for the customs of Israel have the force of law.
(KOACH YEHUDA)



one of the day of demise. This is also why a kittel is
called “Sargenas” meaning nixao  (removal of
haughtiness.)
‘ (NOHEG KATZOAN YOSEPH)

i1

There is a difference of opinion between the great
poskim over whether one should wash his hands before
kiddush. In order to extricate oneself from doubt one
should go to the bathroom before kiddush, wash his
hands, and then recite asher-yatzer, but not al netillas
yadayim.

The above refers only to the head of the house, who
later washes again before the meal proper. However, the
other members of the household who usually do not
wash again, albeit wrongly, should be careful that the
washing conforms to all the details of netillas yodayim.
They should recite the blessing of al netillas yodayim,
over this washing, and should be careful to refrain from
any speaking until the meal, unless pertaining to the
seder or the meal. '

(YOSEPH OMETZ)

If the hands are clean, one need not wash before
kiddush.

(NOHEG KATZOAN YOSEPH)

N

After the table has been set, and the “reclining”
(" heseiboh”) has been arranged as best as possible, one
should arrange the kaarah (seder plate). The
arrangement is made so that the foods needed first are
closest at hand, in keeping with the injunction not to
“pass over mitzvos’.

This is the order: Closest is the parsley for that is
dipped at the beginning. Incidentally one should use



Passover night
N

On the first night of Pesach the following payit is
said at maariv: ,omon 193K nos ayn "X Dy ommw 55
oSy naw 7o, In shemona esraih, yananma nnx is said,
and if it happens to be shabbos also, wmp x1pn nanxa
is added. (NOHEG KATZOAN YOSEPH)

a

If Pesach occurs on Shabbos, pp>m mma is recited.
Kiddush is not made in shul on either of the first two
nights.

(DIVREI KEHILLOS)

b

There is an ancient custom to leave a low flame in the
fireplace of the winterhouse, even if it is not cold. This
serves as a rememberance for a miraculous event that
once occured in the kehilla.

(KOACH YEHUDA)

9

As sovon as one comes home from shul, he should
hurry to the seder in order that the children do not fall
asleep. However he should be sure that it is already night,
for the verse specifies, “At night you shall eat matzos”

The kittel is worn at the seder, for being that at the
seder one shows himself to be a free man, one may come
to haughtiness. Therefore the kittel is worn to remind



chud were said before shacharis, followed by shacharis
and mussaf. People then hurried home in order to eat the
Shabbos meal and sholesh-seudos immediately
following. The chometz had to be eaten before nine
o’clock, and bittul had to be made before ten o’clock.
Any chametz left before the bittul had to be given to a
gentile. If one cannot eat shalosh-seudos before nine
o’clock, then he eats shalosh seudos later, consisting of
fish and meat and other foods cooked for Passover.
(KOACH YEHUDA)

Shalosh seudos on this Shabbos should consist of
fruits and other snacks. The fruits should be fruits of the
shivas haminim, so that Shabbos is mentioned in the
brocha acharona. If one has no fruit of the shivaas
haminim he should eat other fruits or foods cooked in
pots used on Pesach.

(NOHEG KATZAON YOSEPH)






