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A3TP 23D YWY 13D 1AM MR WY NN 10 O 21277 TRrn2 B9 mh-N

A Guide To Jewish Prayer by Rabbi Isaiah Wohlgemuth, pp. 84-85- The blessing of n1mNiam A8y
(“Creator of the stars and planets™) is a blessing of praise. Quite unexpectedly, in the middle of this
blessing of praise, we switch to asking God to fill our needs: 2397 7*2r72 o5 ’p‘m (“God of
the Universe, in Your great mercy, have compassion on us.”). Then we continue again with praise.
Why is there this interruption? The usual answer is that the stars and planets (M1=ND) were
created on the fourth day. The word M17N® in Genesis is spelled missing one Vav, maN®. This
could therefore be read as M7"N1 (“curses™). According to the Rabbis, this alludes to the fact that
sickness was created along with the stars and planets. In our daily prayers, we want to praise God
for the NN (“stars and planets”), and we request God to save us from the P17°ND (“curses”).

Perhaps we can discover in this request the Rabbis’ polemic against Christianity, which, like
paganism, taught that the Almighty had withdrawn from the world into His heavenly abode after
Creation. The distance between humanity and God was so great that it could not be bridged.
Christianity therefore invented a godlike figure to overcome this chasm.

In this blessing we praise God for Creation and plead to God directly, 13*5p @mn (“Have mercy on
us”), to express our belief that He has not forsaken us, that the chasm can be overcome. Every

human being has access to God, and in a miraculous way that we cannot understand, God lowers
Himself to our level so that we can feel close to Him.

FAR MY S 5N 03 118N MmID 3M PN MDD paIRG D15k 1N am

NITRIE PP DM 5P AR 1N (52) MDD PIIND [T DI 1272 10hY N3 7
SION MR 510 9N 00 3aND N 1m0

PP. 92-After we have thanked God for having enabled us to study Torah, we quite unexpectedly
change the subject and ask God to gather in our exiled people from the four corners of the earth.
How are these subjects related? In the diaspora, we cannot carry out the Torah in its entirety. Many
commandments depend on living in the Land of Israel. In this blessing, we speak about
studyingand carrying out the Torah; thus we express our hope that our observance of the Torah
will soon be complete, incorporating the commandments that can only be observed in the Holy
Land.
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Y202 DY ANAPR-The Most Difficult Section Of Tefila To Appreciate

YNNG S 9397-Ler Us Follow Both Customs

In this lesson we will examine examples of Tefila practices that represent the combination
of two versions of one practice. The following is a list of those practices that we will be
examining:

1. In the AT N1D93, we recite two versions of the INT NI1273.

2. Ashkenazim open the second 1273 of Pw NNYMP with the words 129 [N in
P9 1950 and with the words 291 NN in 129 nboN.

3. On weekdays we close the F273 of 132°2%77 with the words: YD PN 1Ay
while on P2 we close the 1372 of 13292 with the words: 13993 29 N2 DD
DO5RMY 5P SN Y B Sy,

4, After reading VDN N5 we recite a 71973 that includes both the words: pimiahini
D% Dom SN and PR H-N.

5. On 72T ¥NRA and MH2 09, we add N19291 to the 1372 of DY DENTP and in
Qi=)}a) N9DN on MR ¥RT, in the 372 of DY PnETP as well.

6. In the 777, we include two versions of one practice concerning the following:
A. What needs to be said to fulfill the obligation of M2¥2 QDAY MJ2 5’ﬂﬂ?3;

B. We include both the M2927 RYAM of DAL %27 and NPV %29 as part of
the [1973 of DN BN,

C. We include both definitions of ¥ D27 1.
D.  We recite both "% 5% and 91737 55,

Source 1
TV, A DOOWM DR BN I 27 AN—2 1AY /N T MD7a NoDk 923 Tnkn

A1 N2IW ,TN20 TR PN P ANID NP T35 TN paw NP NP RO
AMYON 937757725 RN 2T, 7125 AR, RON5 INIT 27 N 130 AN
AL AN BN 1M1 0277120 RN ek | 71ab A, waTn Npnb N

AMAR) 7Y TNOND AN AN NI T35 AR 1R NS 53817025 T )
1PN MIND 277 THR RIBND M PRI P WA 3 ROF 20 8NT735] (7139

27 90N 277212 IR DTD 15 3,02 19T SR N1 2T M ,27 927 N1EDA
M3 0YDM 1AM 137970 Y9372 PIDYR MR PRIRHI WD N DN BN AT

WMAIN T DN 103 Y NP1 1D NI 2137 NN 1TOR 11 NI 29D 2o
7257 /7 AR TN, TATIN PO TR YT 152 DN N3 TR ININDY IDNIND
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Y202 DY ANAPR-The Most Difficult Section Of Tefila To Appreciate

T2 0TI DN 125 1021 DAY DO 132 M N AN NPT 377 5K 1Y% AN
5195 b 795 .M3n2aw RIM N T INDAT 29 AN TTINT 1R T NN

Translation: Rab Judah said in the name of Shnmel: If one rose early to study the Torah before he had
recited the Shema’, he must say a Bracha before learning. But if he had already recited the Shema’, he need
not say a Bracha, becanse he had met the requirement by saying ‘Abava Rabbah (With abounding love)’
Rabbi Huna said: Before reading of Scripture it is necessary to say a Bracha, but for the study of the
Midrash, no Bracha is required. Rabbi Eleazar, however, says that for both Scripture and Midrash a
Bracha is required, but not for the Mishnah. Rabbi Y ochonan says that for the Mishnah also a Bracha is
required, but not for the Talmud. Raba said: For the Talmnd also it is necessary to say a Bracha. Rabbi
Hiyya ben Ashi said: Many times did 1 stand before Rab to repeat our section in the Sifra of the School of
Rab, and he would first wash his hands and say a Bracha and then go over our section with us. What
Bracha is said before the study of the Torah? Rab Judab said in the name of Shmuel: Blessed are You . . .
who has sanctified us by Your commandments, and commanded us to study the Torah. Rabbi Yochonan
used to conclude as follows: ‘Marke pleasant, therefore, we beseech You, O Lord our G-d, the words of Y our
Torabh in onr mouth and in the mouth of Your people the house of Israel, so that we with onr offspring and
the offspring of Your people the house of Israel may all know Y our name and study Your Torah. Blessed
are You, O Lord, who teaches Torah to Your people Israel’. Rabbi Hamnuna said: ‘Blessed are You . . .
who has chosen us from all the nations and given us Y our Torah. Blessed are You, O Lord, who gives the
Torah’. Rabbi Hammnuna said: This is the finest of the benedictions. Therefore let us say all of them.

Source 2

Tam 27P21,mRNRD NN IEh DN 1A’ 9N awn—R By N 57 Mo0a
I IPN = TINAD DR DI IRP AANY AN AR ,TARND Do s oone
1N - DINMS 85, DINAD RO RPN PR - DINAD TARTD R N - 3P b
R (77 TYR) INOPWIN 927 IR 3PP 237 AN — 27725 KRB XD .DINMD TN
YIIN 1377737 FAMN (NI AN T 27 AN — 28077 O TR LTI NI TIN
NON D51 NI DN 1R 00 983 N°IM T30 0N S 0T 0375 YO 030 Y
TPRAMN B2 NAMNY (RS 177977) TN NI 131,059 NAMN BN 13379 .30 1a0N
PN NI RO TP, DD D0Ow DRI AN T 27 N TR T nawn 12 by

7127 F2MND D1 125w 7127 TR N YT NNTID NP 7725 TR pew

MISHNAH. In the morning two blessings are to be said before Kriyat Shma and one after it. In the
evening two are said before Kriyat Shma and two after it, one long and one short. Where the Sages ruled
that a long Bracha should be said, it is not permitted to say a short one. Where they ordained a short
Bracha, a long one is not permitted. A prayer which they ordered to be concluded with a Bracha must not be
left without such a conclusion; one which they ordered to be left without such a conclusion nust not be so
concinded. GEMARA. What Brachot does one say in the morning? R. Jacob said in the name of R.
Osbhaia: Blessed are Y ou who forms light and creates darkness’. . . Which is the other Bracha— Rab
Judah said in the name of Samuel: With abounding love’. So also did R. Eleazar instruct bis son R.
Pedath to say: With abounding love’. It has been taught to the same effect: We do not say, With
everlasting love’, but ‘With abounding love’. The Rabbis, however, say that With everlasting love’ is said;
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Y202 DY ANAPR-The Most Difficult Section Of Tefila To Appreciate

and 1t is based on the verse: Yes, I have loved you with an everlasting love; therefore with affection I have
drawn you. Rab Judah said in the name of Sammel: If one rose early to study the Torah before he had
recited the Shema’, he must say a Bracha over the study. But if he had already recited the Shema’, he need
not say a Bracha, because he has already fulfilled bis obligation by
saying With abounding love’.
Source 3
DM R 29PN 9357 — 191 B9 NAMN BN 1332 Ty N 57 M513 MeDn
W 12N2 DIINIM—"2Y DD 'R "D M2I72 N7 25 NAMN N33 130 AN
£Y37P3 191 7137 FANN DR Y5 1373 NDTRAY 1IOWND 1 O 13T B
DA WY 578 1IN IR A AN 10D 190N 1y v H1aw 98 .o nanN
29 AN 3PP 9777 0 SN NON D5 DTN DOING RIIPn @01 120 AN DN
15 R 209 N2AN SVANT 13370 NN NM 137 TN DN T 200 571 NN
13927 MDY M2 2P NAMIN DN 1IN 29P2) 7127 2NN 2NN N A
N°31T 190 B2 A 13939 373 30D 13113375 11257 190D D71 DRD PrXY 139371 SN
DN MY 135 e AN NN2YA 1339

Tosafos-Therefore they began the practice to recite Abavah Rabbah in Tefilat Schacharit and to recite
Abavat Olam in Tefilat Maariv. Rosh- The Goanint wrote that we should follow both the position of
Shmmnel and the position of Rabbanan. That is the practice in Ashkenaz; and France to recite Abavah
Rabbah in Tefilat Schacharit and Abavat Olam in Maariv. Shibbolei Ha'l eKet-Ravy Tzemach HaGaon
wrote: there are places where they recite Abavah Rabbah and there are places where they recite Abavat
Olam. Rav Yaakov asked Rav Chanuni why do they recite Abavah Rabbah. Did we not learn that the
Rabbanan said to recite Abavat Olam? They answered bim that in the morning we recite Ahavah Rabbah
and in the evening we recite Abavat Olam. Hilchot Gedolot, Rabbi Chananel and Rabbenn Yitzchak
Passi held like the Rabbanan. So wrote Rabbi Y eshaya that since the gemara said like Rabbanan, the
Halacha follows the Rabbanan. For what reason should we follow Shmmuel as well.

Source 4

Professor Ezra Fleischer’s book: MA¥YT (Magnes, 1984), page 5:
SR DRI T ANR TN RMMPY 1A' T 0737 D2 INAT R RRT-maeen
JBRI DN TR 75 N DRI DN 1Y DN 1N 033 1o 0ERY ;522 moia
PR AR MR Y AN N 1Y3Y3 ;R B2 paw IR AN [T 913
DYDY (GNP 1IN DI D) W ,(322 [ 05D) IS SN WY WY 1 ANN TN
3393 5apna mnennm S mr mo /oot S SR 1Y 53 51 1305y 0%w nop
LI M S nvaapn M ona armNeT

Translation: The closing Bracha that comes at the end of the third Bracha of Kriyas Shema both at night
and in the morning does not vary. 1t remains: Baruch Ata Hashem Ga’Al Yisroel according to the custom
of Babylonia and Tzur Yisroel V" Go’Alo or Melech Tur Yisroel V"Go’Alo in the custom of Eretz;
Yisroel. This Bracha is the only Bracha that follows Kriyas Shema in the morning. At night an additional
Bracha follows which ends with the words: Barnch Ata Hashem Shomer Amo Yisroel La’Ad (according
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Y202 DY ANAPR-The Most Difficult Section Of Tefila To Appreciate

to the custom of Babylonia) and (according to the custom of Eret Yisroel) Ha’POrais Succas Shalom
Aleinu VAl Kol Yisroel V" Al Yerushalayim. The latter Bracha ending was accepted later as the Bracha
ending for the Tefilos of Arvis for Shabbos and Yom Tow.

Source 5
NOR 122 KD 2R T8N 7720 25 1M DIpn—2 1Y RD A7 903 NoD’ 2233 TIndn

T30 1210 PR D2 DR AN T 29 N 7120 M b ban sk
M2 1AM 27 AN 2RI TPRT RIS 931 INTT PRS CRH NPY? N2 105

TR VAN TIOT AN 2PN NI AT PYSTIN PN (77972 DRMAY) KD MR 00N
0351 N3P (12 11M) (NI RN PPN ;OIS NaY R (75 MIYNN2) (NI
7121 R 377 eph YOI NOTION AR 29 2730 N 10105 .oNTa M Bhanh
I ,132%0 1N 2977 (3-8 29 791 10— 1 AR N3 2720 N0 anRS s
T3, 03 2218 525 S aSWHM 129181 1S YIDIM IN0BPI NN BRI 30T NN
75 INDD 37 AN AN D=8 AN 82903 Dom SN yaoaT 1 NN

22 H-NT 0mae S BRARD YD T AN TN amnb maane
Translation: Where it is the custom to say a Bracha after the reading of Megilas Esther, it should be said.
Abaye said: this rule applies only to the Bracha recited after the reading of Megilas Esther, but before the
reading of Megilas Esther, it is a religions duty to say a Bracha based on what Rabbi [udah said in the
name of Shmuel: ‘Before the performance of all religions precepts, a Bracha is said as one passes on [‘over]
to perform thenr’. How can you prove that this passing over means just before’? Rabbi Nabman ben Isaac
said: Scripture says, Then Abimaaz ran by way of the plain and overran [va-ya'avor] the Cushite. Abaye
sazd: We prove it from here: And he himself passed over before them. Or, if you prefer, I can prove it from
here: And their king passed on before them and the Lord at the head of them. What Bracha is said before
the reading of the Megillah? Rabbi Sheshes from Kateriza happened once to read in the presence of Rabbi
Ashi, and he made the blessings M'N"H’ (an abbreviation for Mikra Megilah, Sh’Asa Nissim and
She’He'Che’Y ann). What blessing is said after it? ‘Blessed are You, O Lord our G-d, king of the
universe, [the G-d] who espoused onr quarrel and vindicated onr canse and executed onr vengeance and
punished our adversaries for us and visited retribution on all the enemies of our soul. Blessed are You, O
Lord, who avenges Israel against all their enemies’. Raba Says: The concluding words are, “The G-d who
saves. Rabbi Papa said: Therefore we should say both: ‘Blessed are You, O Lord, who avenges Israel
against all their enemies, the G-d who saves’.

Source 6
LRET DETRY MMAN MAN DN 1MDT2 ATD—/1 ML T P MW7 ©NT NIDD M

ABINT PPN MDY ;PPN MINTITYPINY BT TR YPIN 1R imnY nvabn S
YDIN 1N BN IN2PY 237 7D AN LTI 13 131 037 01378313 NN AR ATy
Oy N1*a%m 55191 ,Bwn NET MTIER DR BN KON 29901 NI D, A15mn5

0372 D272 ARTIT A2 NI ;U2 MDD ;U2 M ;DN , 2R RENTR

Translation: This is the order of the Brachos of Shemona Esrei for Rosh Hashonah: Avos, Gevuros, and
Kedushas Hashem. He should include the verses that represent G-d’s hegemony over the world within the
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Y202 DY ANAPR-The Most Difficult Section Of Tefila To Appreciate

Bracha of Kedushas Hashem but not blow Shofar after reciting the third Bracha. He then recites the
Bracha whose theme is the special sanctity of the day and then blows Shofar; the Bracha that includes verses
of remembrance and blows Shofar and the Bracha that includes verses about the blowing of the Shofar and
blows Shofar. He then says the Brachos of Avoda, Hoda'a and Birkas Kobanim. That represents the
opinion of Rabbi Yochonon son of Nuri. Rabbi Akiva challenged Rabbi Nuri’s opinion: if he does not
blow the Shofar after reciting the verses which represent the theme of the hegemony of G-d, then why say
those verses? Instead he should recite the following: Avos, Gevuros, and Kedushas Hashem. He should
include the verses that represent G-d’s hegemony over the world within the Bracha that portrays the special
sanctity of the day and then blow Shofar. He recites the Bracha that includes verses of remembrance and
blows Shofar and the Bracha that includes verses abont blowing the Shofar and blows Shofar. He then
says the Brachos of Avoda, Hoda'a and Birkas Kobanim.

Source 7
The 1737 contains four examples of practices that were combined:

29 211133 NP MWD YD M2 SRR By 1P a7 2°FDD NaDn *533 TN

39977 D0TTaY N DN A3 MIaN 1 299153 ATIAY ST DM N

Translation: He commences with shame and concludes with praise. What is ‘with shame’? Rav said:
Aforetime our fathers were idolaters’; while Shmuel said: ‘We were slaves.”

Source 8§
D327 BN TV DYDIN INDE 1Y DIN RIT (29T T Y IR PR DYDD N2Dn mawn

TN DN PIDTW 937 F1RINID DM D PR wabm Ty DN HOM N3 Arn
TTPNT 1TON 7T 1D N NP 27 DM M RDY DORMN 1IN NN DN 1N
TP 1323 D DI9WD 10NNTP5 0NN 2N 2092951 DTk 1P 1 AN

(HNTEY ORI T NN N3 TV 10 DFDOM 1) DM 1B DY SN TNTAYA 2w
Transiation: Until what point within Hallel does one recite as part of the Mitzvah of Sippur Y etzias
Mitzayim? Beis Shammai maintain: until ‘as a joyous mother of children,” while Beis Hillel say: until ‘the
flint into a fountain of waters,” and he concludes with a formula of redemption. Rabbi Tarfon used to say
who redeemed us and redeemed our fathers from Egypt, but he did not conclude with a Bracha. Rabbi
Abkiva said: so may the Lord Our G-d and the G-d of onr father permit us to reach other seasons and
festivals which come towards us for peace, rejoicing in the rebuilding of Your city and glad in Y our service,
and there we will partake of the sacrifices and the Passover-offerings etc. and conclude with the Bracha:
Blessed are You, O 1Lord, who has redeemed Israel.’

Source 9
1 RS MR AT 29 299 N9N2 NP R Y 1D 7 20D NaDm v Tabn
H5m TIN50 AN PHY 99399939 1339 330 1 5D DB N 13 12T 0 -N
D7D %37 9937, 5N

Translation: What is “T'he grace of song’? Rab [udabh said: “I'hey shall praise You, O Lord onr G-d;
while Rabbi Johanan said: ‘The breath of a living, ete.” Our Sages tanght: the fourth cup marks the end
of Hallel and acording to R. Tarfon yon add the Great Hallel (Tebillim 136).
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