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Lesson 16 - The Role Of The 

Source 1

1. To Assist Those Who Cannot Recite The Prayers On Their Own To Fulfill
Their Obligation:

Translation:  It often happens that ten men go into synagogue and not one of them can say the blessings
before the shema or pass before the Ark, till one of them says the blessings before the shema and passes
before the Ark.  What does he resemble? A ROSE AMONG THORNS.  R. Eleazar went to a
certain place where they said to him, ' Say the blessings before the shema’.  He said to them: 'I don't know
them.’  They said, ‘Pass before the Ark’. He said: I cannot.  They thereupon said: ‘Is this R. Eleazar?  Is
this the man of whom they make such a fuss?  Why is he called a Rabbi?  He felt deeply mortified and
went to R. Akiva, his teacher.  R. Akiva said to him: 'Why do you look so pale?'  He told him what had
happened.  R. Eleazar then said to him: ‘Would you, Sir, be willing to teach me?  R. Akiva consented
and taught him.  After a time he went again to the same place.  They invited him to say the blessing before
the shema, and he did so; to pass before the Ark, and he did so. They thereupon said: ‘R. Eleazar had
become tongue-free’ (ithhasam-' has received a sharp edge), and they called him R. Eleazar Hisma.  R.
Jonah used to teach his disciples the bridegrooms’ blessing and the mourners’ blessing, so that they might be
ready for any call upon them.

Source 2
2. Keeping The  Interesting

Translation: R. Eliezer says: prayer that is recited in a rote manner does not constitute supplication. 

Source 3

3. Leading The Congregation In Responsive Prayer:
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Reciting The First  Of  Out Loud.

Source 4

4. Serving As Advocate For The Congregation

Translation:  R. Pinchos said in the name of R. Levi, who said in the name of R. Yochonon, who said in
the name of Menachem of Galya (Gaul):  The one who leads the prayer service, we do not say to him.
“come and pray,”  but “come and draw near.”  With these words we allude to the following ideas:  Bring
our offering1; plead for our needs2; fight our battles3; appease on our behalf4.

Source 5

Translation:  Kind David because he was praying alone asked G-d that he accept his prayers as if it was a
favorable time but communal prayers never go unanswered. 

Source 6

Reciting the  of  during  on a .

1. The root of the word:  is .

2. As in ; they were asking Moshe to attend to their needs.

3. The word:  in aramaic means to do battle.
4. Targum Ankelos translates the word  as in  as ; Yehudah was trying to appease Yosef.
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Source 8

May a man less than twenty years of age lead , the Mussaf service?
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Translation: Know that according to the Rambam and Ramban, the obligation to contribute the half shekel
to the budget of the Beis Hamikdash begins at age 13 and a day, like all the other mitzvos of the Torah.
Their thinking is that although the Torah speaks of the age of 20 when it involves contributing to the cost of
the pillars in the Mishkan, that age is not referred to in contributing to the cost of the sacrifices; that means
that a male over 13 and a day must contribute to the cost of the sacrifices.  However, R. Ovadia Bartenura
in chapter 1, Mishna 3 of Maseches Shekalim, the Chinuch, the Rokeach, and the Vilna Gaon in
Yerushalmi Shekalim, Chapter 1, Halacha 3 opine that the simple meaning of the Parsha is that the age
requirement of twenty applies to all contributions to the Mishkan.  That raises an important issue for our
time based on what we find in the Responsa collection, Besamim Rosh, attributed to the Rosh, Siman 69
that woman are exempt from reciting Tefilas Mussaf.  The reason being that Tefilas Mussaf was instituted
to replace the Mussaf sacrifice which was paid from the collection of the half shekel.  Since women are
exempt from contributing the half shekel, they have no part in the Mussaf sacrifice so they are exempt from
reciting a prayer that was instituted to replace the Mussaf sacrifice.  So according to those who hold that a
male under the age of 20 is exempt from contributing the half shekel, those males have no part in the
Mussaf sacrifice either and should also be exempt from reciting Tefilas Mussaf.  Since someone who is
exempt from an obligation cannot help someone else fulfill his obligation, then a male under the age of 20
should not act as prayer leader for Tefilas Mussaf.  This is something new and astonishing and requires
further thought.

Source 9

5. The  As Composer Of ; Liturgical Poetry

Translation:  You should not recite recite liturgical poetry of any sort including Krubatz (meaning liturgical
poetry within the first Bracha of Kriyas Shema.   Others define the word as representing a mnemonic-Kol
Rina V’Yeshua B’Ohalei Tzadikkin-the sound of joy and redemption in the tents of the righteous) during
the repetition of Shemona Esrei.  RAMAH:  There are those who permit the recital of liturgical poems
when saying the Brachos of Kriyas Shema and the repetition of Shemona Esrei since they represent prayers
for the needs of the community (Rosh,Tosafos, the Rif and the Ran at the beginning of the last chapter of 
Maseches Rosh Hashonah and the Hagos Maimoinides, chapter 10, and the Tur).  That is how
Ashkenazim conduct themselves wherever they reside.  
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Source 11

Source 12

A portion of the first Bracha of Kriyas Shema as it appears in a Siddur that follows the
Persian Minhag5 circa 1500’s

5. This Siddur can be viewed at http://hebrewbooks.org/pdfpager.aspx?req=20923&pgnum=1.
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