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Lesson Seven- The Rules Of 

Rule:  The following excerpts from the Talmud present six rules that concern
Brachos:

A Bracha must include G-d’s name and a reference to G-d’s hegemony.
One may not change the wording of the Bracha ending.

3. The theme of all the Brachos must be recited in their concluding Bracha.
4. The theme of the Bracha as represented in its concluding Bracha must be
referred to just before the concluding Bracha.
5. The theme of the Bracha must be stated at the opening and closing of the
Bracha.
6. The concluding Bracha may not refer to more than one theme.

Source 1

Translation: It was stated above: Rav said that any Bracha in which the Divine Name is not mentioned is
no Bracha.  R. Johanan, however, said: Any Bracha in which G-d's kingship is not mentioned is no
Bracha. Abaye said: The opinion of Rav is the more probable.  For it has been taught: I have not
transgressed any of Your commandments, neither have I forgotten.  This means: ‘I have not transgressed’ so
as not to bless You, ‘neither have I forgotten’ to mention Your name therein. Of sovereignty, however, there
is no mention here. R. Johanan, however, reads: ‘Neither have I forgotten’ to mention Your name and Your
sovereignty therein.

Source 2

Translation: R. Jose says: If one alters the formula laid down by the Sages in Brachot, he has not performed
his obligation’.

Source 3

1.
2.

copyright 2018. The Beurei Hatefila Institute, www.beureihatefila.com, Abe Katz, Founding Director



Womens Tefila On-Line Class
Translation:  The theme of all the Brachos must be recited in its ending Bracha.  We are not permitted to
recite a verse as a closing Bracha1.

Source 4

Translation: And Rab Judah said Samuel's name: He who recites Havdalah must say something in the
nature of the conclusion near to its conclusion. While the Pumbeditheans maintain: He must say something

about the theme of the Bracha at the commencement of the Bracha just as he does before its conclusion.

Source 5

Translation: Our Rabbis taught: How does one conclude the Bracha of the building of Jerusalem in Birkas
Hamazone?  R. Jose son of R. Judah says: Saviour of Israel. ‘Saviour of Israel’ and not ‘Builder of
Jerusalem’? Say rather, ‘Saviour of Israel’ also. Rabbah b. Bar Hanah was once at the house of the
Exilarch.  He mentioned one theme at the beginning of the third blessing and both at the end.  R. Hisda
said: Is it better to conclude with a Bracha that presents two themes?  Has it not been taught: Rabbi says
that we do not conclude with a Bracha that presents two themes.

Source 6
Those who followed Minhag Eretz Yisroel did not accept the rule that a concluding Bracha
may present only one theme as can be seen by the following two concluding Brachos as
found in Shemona Esrei according to Minhag Eretz Yisroel:

The Bracha ending reads as follows: .

Source 7
The following prayer includes references to the Bracha ending of /  as it
appeared in Minhag Eretz Yisroel:

1. This rule is a rule whose exact application has been forgotten.  Several theories abound as to what the rule represents.  Those
theories lie beyond the parameters of this lesson.
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Source 8

Translation:  The eighteen Brachos of Shemona Esrei that our Sages composed correspond to the eighteen
times that G-d’s name appears in Chapter 29 of Tehillim.  In order to maintain eighteen Brachos within
Shemona Esrei, it is permissible to join the Bracha in opposition to apostates with the Bracha of the sinners
or the Bracha that concerns the converts with the Bracha concerning our elders or the Bracha that requests
the restoration of the Davidic monarchy with the request for the restoration of Jerusalem.  If you wish, you
may recite any of these Brachos individually. 

Source 9

Translation:  This is what R’ Sa’Adiya Gaon, z”l, said:  He who concludes the first Bracha
of Kriyas Shema in Tefilas Shacharis with the line:  Ohr Chadash, a new light, is in error
because the first Bracha of Kriyas Shema in Tefilas Shacharis was not composed to represent 
the theme of the light we expect in the future with the coming of the Moshiach.  Instead, our
Sages composed the Bracha to represent the light that shines each day.  That is similar to what
we describe in Tefilas Arvis as to how G-d brings on darkness each night.  Therefore if
someone recites the line of Ohr Chodosh, it is appropriate to silence the prayer leader.  Upon
reaching the words:  Ha’Michadesh B’Chol Yom Tamid Ma’Aseh Bereishis skip to the
words: K’Amoor L’Oseh Orim Gedolim Ki L’Olam Chasdo.  Baruch Ata Hashem Yotzer
Ha’M’Oros.
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Source 10

The first  of  according to :

Source 11

Other solutions to ’s objection to the end of the  of :

Machzor Roma 1500’s and current Nusach Roma        Minhag Carpentras 1800’s
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       Standard Sephardic Siddur

Source 12
Why do Ashkenazim continue to include the line of  in the ?

Translation: The French Jews do not recite the line that begins Ohr Chodosh, etc. because that line does not
reflect either the opening words of the Bracha or the concluding words.  However, I say that the words do
reflect both the opening words of the Bracha and the concluding words.  When we say that G-d is the creator
of light that includes the light that G-d created during the six days of creation.  The world was not worthy of
that light so G-d set that light aside to be used later for the benefit of the righteous.  Concerning that light
we find it written:  (Yeshayahu 60, 3) And the nations shall come to Your light, and kings to the
brightness of Your rising.  That verse refers to the new light that G-d created during the six days of creation
which G-d will reveal once again.  Amen may it occur soon.
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