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Lesson Eight-Individual vs. Communal Prayer

Source 1

Translation:  The order of the 100 Brachos was set forth by Rav Natroni son of Hil’Ai, head of the
Yeshiva at Masa Machsiya, in correspondence with the community in Lucena, Spain through Rav Yosef,
the blind one. Rav Natroni provided as follows: it is no longer possible to recite each Bracha at its correct
time because today we awake each day with unclean hands, hands that inadvertently came in contact with
unclean parts of our bodies during the night.  Instead when a person wakes, he should first wash his face,
hands and feet as is appropriate.  That is how a Jew fulfills the directive in the following verse: Prepare,
Jews, for meeting with the Almighty. Every person is obligated to do so.  The following represents the custom
among Jews in Spain, which is Hispania: in synagogue, the prayer leader recites the morning blessings on
behalf of those present so that they may fulfill their obligation by answering: Amen to the Brachos that the
prayer leader recites, as Rav Natroni son of Hil’Ai provided.
Source 2

Translation: The prayer of the congregation is always heard even if among the congregation there are sinners.
G-d never rejects the prayers of a large group. Therefore a person should participate with the congregation
and should not pray alone if he can pray with the congregation.  A person should always arise early and go
to synagogue because his prayer is not always heard as it is when he prays in synagogue.  9. The leader can
be the conduit by which others fulfill their obligation.  Under what circumstances?  If at the time that he
prays and they listen and answer amen after each blessing, it is considered as if they themselves recited the
blessing.  That rule applies only for those who cannot read the prayers for themselves but for those who can
read the prayers, they can fulfill their obligation only if they read for themselves.
Source 3
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Translation: Shulchan Aruch-A person should try to pray in synagogue with the congregation. If
circumstances prohibit him from attending synagogue, he should pray at the same time as the congregation. 

Magen Avrohom-With the congregation-Even if he has the opportunity to pray at home with ten men, he
should go to synagogue because of the principle of “in a multitude of people is the King’s glory” (G-d’s
prestige increases proportionally based on the number of people who join together in any one place to perform
service to G-d).

Mishnah Breura-With the congregation-Because G-d does not reject the prayers of the congregation.  Even if
there are sinners in the group, you should not hesitate to pray with them.  If you have a choice of two
synagogues, and one of them is a large congregation, it s a mitzvah to pray with the large congregation.  The
communal prayer that halacha is concerned with is the Shmona Esrei; that ten people who should read it
together.  Many people erroneously believe that the purpose of congregating together is to hear Kaddish,
Kedusha or Barchu.  As a result all that they are concerned with is that there be ten people in synagogue.
That is an error.

Source 4

Translation: Proverbs Ch. 14 Verse 28: The King’s glory is based on the presence of a multitude of people
but the ruin of his Kingdom is in the absence of people. R. Chama said: come and see the glory and
greatness of G-d. Even though G-d has before him thousands and hundreds of thousands of groups of
ministering angels that can serve Him and praise Him, G-d does not desire their praise but instead wants
praise from the Jewish people as can be seen by the verse of: The King’s glory is based on a multitude of
people. The people referred in that verse are the Jewish people as we learned in the verse Isiah Ch. 43 verse
21: This nation I created.  They shall say my praise, in order that they may say My praise in the world.
And similarly in the verse, Psalms 47, v. 10: Those people who were willing to die for Kiddush hashem are
assembled, the people of the G-d of Abraham, because G-d has the ability to be a shield for them on the
earth. He is greatly exalted. R’Simon  says: When does G-d gain prestige in His world? At the hour in
which the Jewish people gather in synagogues and study halls and recite praise before their Creator.
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Source 5

Translation: The Rule Concerning an Individual who Enters Synagogue At A Time the Congregation is
about to Recite Yishtabach: If an individual enters the synagogue and finds the congregation completing
Pseukei D’Zimra, he recites the blessing Baruch Sh’Amar until its completion with the words: M’Hoolal
BaTishbachot. Then he recites Tehila L’David until its completion with the words: Mai-Ata V’Ad Olam
Halleluya.  Then he recites: Hallelu Et Hashem Min Hashamayim until Livnai Yisroel Um Krovo
Halleluya. And then: Hallelu Ail B’Kodsho until Kol Haneshama T’Hallel Kah. (The Ramah adds: If
he has more time, he should recite Hodu L’Ashem Kiroo until V’Hoo Rachum and skips until the
V’Hoo Rachum that comes just before Ashrei because in between, we find scattered verses.) Then he recites
Yishtabach and then Yotzair and Kriyat Shma and its blessings and then he should recite Shmona Esrei
together with the congregation. And if he did not have as much time to catch up, he can skip the paragraph
of Hallelu Et Hashem Min Hashamayim. (The Ramah comments: if he does not have that much time, he
can say only Baruch Sh’Amar, Tehilah L’David and Yishtabach.  If the congregation already began the
blessing Yotzair, and there is no time to recite any part of Pseukei D’Zimra, he should recite Kriyat Shma
and its blessings with the congregation and recite Shmona Esrei with them . After Shmona Esrei, he can
then recite all the parts of Pseukei D’Zimra without the blessing before it or after it. (The Ramah
comments: But he should not forget to recite the blessings of Birchot Haschachar).

Source 6
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Translation: Concerning the origin of Kaddish that you asked, we can not trace the practice to a clear and
definitive source found among our ancestors’ writings.  However, those who followed them based their
recitation of Kaddish upon this verse (Leviticus 22, 32) And I will be sanctified within the people of Israel;
and upon what our Rabbinic leaders extrapulated from the verse: that any prayer which results in the
sanctification of the name of G-d must be recited only in a group of ten men. From these teachings we can
conclude that when ten men congregate to perform a mitzvah, whether it be for prayer or for the study of
Torah, they must then recite a prayer in which they sanctify the name of G-d.  As a result, at the conclusion
of the first section of the morning prayer, Pseukei D’Zimra, after reciting the Bracha in Yishtabach, those
congregated should recite Kaddish because they have the completed the mitzvah of reciting Pseukei D’Zimra
and they are about to perform an additional Mitzvah, the recital of Kriyat Shma and its blessings before
and after . . . And they should recite Kaddish after Shmona Esrei because it too is an independent Mitzvah
and it is not connected with that which is recited after it. And another Kaddish should be recited after the
Torah Reading because in order to read from the Torah, ten men must congregate together.  And another
Kaddish after reciting the Kedusha in OO”Vah L’Tzion because it too is a Mitzvah unto itself and it is a
Prayer of Sanctification of G-d’s name and requires the presence of ten men.

Source 7

Translation:  Immediately he recites Kaddish and recites within it the line of Tiskabel since he has reached
the end of the prayer service.  This practice is in line with what we learned in the Midrash on Sefer Tehillim
(19): Rabbi Menachem said: the angel that is in charge of prayer waits until the last Jewish synagogue
completes its service and gathers together all the prayers and fashions them into a crown and places the crown
on the head of G-d. The prayer leader directs the words: Tiskabel Tzlos’Hohn Oo’Va’Ooson D’Chol
Yisroel to that angel to encourage him to collect the prayers and to create a crown from them. That is the
meaning of the words: Keser Yitnu (A crown they will give You) that is recited as the opening words of
Kedushah in Shemona Esrei. Then the prayer leader says: Yihai Shlama Rabbah which is how the prayer
leader must close Shemona Esrei the three times he does so; how Elokei Nitzor must be finished and how
Kaddish Tiskabbel must end. That is what was meant in the Midrash of Sefer Tehillim: great is peace;
that all sets of Brachos must end with a statement of peace (i.e. Birkat Hamazone).
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Source 8

Translation:  The words “As for me, etc.” King David said those words because he was praying alone
needed to ask G-d to view that moments as a favorable time but peopel who participate in communal prayer
know that communal prayer never remains unanswered .  That is what was meant in the verse: G-d listens
whenever we call out to Him. 

Source 9
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