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Some B0 include a [ that was read in some communities during 313, The
following excerpts are from three of those R*™M7D. Each provides information about the
M12213 and the custom to recite it:
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Translation: This beloved Megilah was found printed in an old Machzor published in Selonica (and copied
from there to a Sephardic Siddur published in Wien 1804). This document represents one of the few
surviving books of our early scribes. It was initially written in original Aramaic and was later translated
into Hebrew which is how it appears in the Siddurim. Its original Aramaic wording lay hidden until the
year 1851, when the scholar Filipowski published a version that contained both the Aramaic and Hebrew
wording that be copied from a handwritten manuscript that was found in a library in the capital city of
London. Filipowski correctly noted that the Megilah was written before the Book of Macabbees that was
part of the Apocrypha.
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Translation: A Greek Megilah that is also identified as Megilas Antiyochus-In the Siddur that follows
Minhag Corfu and other surrounding commmunities it is written that it was customary to read Megilas
Antiyochus on Shabbos Channkalh at Mincha after the prayer leader recited Kaddish Tiskabel. This

custom was founded on the requirement to publicize the miracles that occurred that precipitated the
Chanukah holiday. 1t was further their custom to open with the paragraph that begins: All of Israel has a
part in the Next World, etc. and then they wonld continue by reading the Megilah.
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DINIMM DBJD, known also as DI2MLIN D5J?D, has come down to us in both Aramaic

and Hebrew. The Hebrew version is a literal translation from the Aramaic original which
was composed probably in the seventh century. During the Middle Ages this Megillah was
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read in the Italian synagogues on Hanukkah as the Book of Esther is read on Purim. It still
torms part of the liturgy of the Yemenite Jews!. Saadyah Gaon attributed its authorship to
the five sons of Mattathias.

The following represents a further theory as to the authorship of DIIVOIN noan:
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Translation: The elders of the House of Shammai and the House of Hillel wrote Megilas Hasmonaen.

In addition to being found in some RYNT°D a version of DIIVIN N5 is found in
the TN (IMBEIMN) DLTTOT N beginning with page 981.

THE UNIQUE FEATURES OF 212128 150

1. Similarities in wording and style with DN NS,

Notice the similarities between the following QY205 from DI2BIN N5 and the
corresponding RYPIDD from DN noa:
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1. Professor Moshe Gavra in volume 1 page 559 of his four volume monumental work: 2°7 *17D23 9PN, 2010, maintains
that present day Yemenite 8Y117°D no longer include D121IN N9, He further testifies that he is unaware of any
Yemenite synagogues that still recite D121MIN nban during 7201, He does refer to two customs that were once followed
by Yemenite synagogues concerning DI2VDIN n931; iLe. that it was recited after the BB on 211 N2 and that some
used it to teach youngsters about 11211,
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2. The Chronological Markers Found In DI21"1IN N5
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Chronology?:

520-515 BCE- Second Temple built

332 BCE- Alexander the Great conquers Palestine
323 BCE- Alexander’s Death and division of empire
301 BCE- Ptolemaic rule over Palestine established
242 BCE- Joseph Ben Tobiah appointed tax collector
201 BCE- Selucid conquest of Palestine

ca. 200 BCE- Simeon the Just

198 BCE- Seleucid control firmly established
175-171 BCE- Jason High Priest

ca. 175 BCE- Hellenistic Reform

171-167 BCE- Menelaus high priest
167-166 BCE- Antiochus decrees persecution

2. The two chronological dates provided by D121"IN n%31 are hard to jive with historical evidence. 213 years after the
building of the Second Temple matches the date when Ptolemic rule over Palestine was established. 206 years before the
destruction of the Temple would place the Hasmonean victory at 176 BCE.

3. Chronology as provided by Dr. Lawrence Schiffman in his book: From Text To Tradition.
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166-160 BCE- Judah Macabbee leads rebellion

164 BCE- Judah conquers Jerusalem and rededicates Temple

160 BCE- Judah defeated and killed

152 BCE- Jonathan establishes independence

63 BCE- Roman Conquest by Pompey (End of Hasmonean Dynasty)
06-73 CE- Great Revolt

70 CE- Destruction of Temple

3. DIDPBIN NP2 Provides A Description Of The Basis For Early Anti-Semitism
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Translation: They look forward to the day when kings and government officials will be crushed, saying: ‘O
that onr king might reign over us, that we might rule the sea and the land, so that the entire world would be
ours.’

+. The Form Of Religious Persecution Inflicted By D12V0IN
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It is not difficult to find a reference in the MMM to NAY as a N2
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It is not difficult to find a reference in the T to 9% N%92 as a N2
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But where do find @7 €172 being referred to as a NYM2 in 7”07

5. An Early Example Of 17 217°2:
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