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DID "1 CHANGE THE WORDING OF THE MIDDLE M313

In the last two weeks we have seen how our commentators view the order of the middle
M2A2 of ALY MMML. We have also examined the way that scholars view the order of

the middle M272 of MY MM, The difference between the views can be summarized
as follows: our commentators view FI2Y T3 as if it was a 11250 that was composed in
their own day and age. Scholars and in particular, Professor Ezra Fleischer, view mJ1%
MY as a 9O that was composed in response to a specific historic event; the
destruction of the &P N2, The difference goes once step further. Professor Fleischer
believes that @Y AL was composed to be a 7850 that was to be short lived. In
composing MY MY with six M2M2 that concern 2327 NAAN, 5 expected that
the destruction of the second ¥*TIPIT N’ was the first event in a series of events that were

going to lead to the coming of the M¥ in the very near future. Our commentators who
lived at least one thousand years later did not take take that position because so much time
passsed and the 123 had not come.

It can be argued that the first three N1272 of MY ANMDL continue the theme of the
FoIND portion of the rule of FoN% 9INI NOYMD with the 199N portion of that rule
begining with the 7392 of NYTM 1. Let us start with the opening words of MY
A2Y. According to the following &9712, the opening words of MY MV reflect some
of the first words that the B2 22 13127 told 13°27 1D when the B2 52 13121
initially appeared to 13237 ¥ concerning the FDING from DYISD:
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By incorporating the message of one of the R'P1DD that introduce RYI¥D NN, Hn
were calling upon the obp 5 13139 to bring a further F9IN in their time. The theme of
MmN may also explain the prominent role that Y27 NN plays in the second M373 of
Y InY.
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In the second 273 of MAYY MY, we speak of the concept of QYT NN five times.
The repetition of a theme that does not appear in AN223% AN can only be explained as a
prayer composed by 211 to bring forth the period of QYA N*MN as soon as possible.
Even the third 72923 of ¥YIPN ?7P|'l continues the theme of 1IN by tying itself to the
two R'PIDD in METP that are taken from two prophetic visions of the heavenly worlds.

M2INJ themes are also be found in the M2727 MDY that were part of an early version of
MY MM according to DN PN 3738 that was discovered by Professor Uri Ehrlich
and reported by him in the journal 772Y AL 7707 by '2P.
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The 272 of 112%27 and the 1292 of 1NDA clearly support Professor Fleischer’s
position. The words: QTP 13012 WA N2WN) '["7N ' 112%¢7 are the words in the
second to last PYOD of M2N N9 and are currently repeated by the congregation after the
NP bya completes M'N N9, The fact that the words are taken from T12°N N9
demonstrates that 2”11 composed the 2372 as a reaction to the destruction of the 1’2
WAPAA. Moreover, the words clearly call for the re-establishment of the MM2Y in the
WP N2, Similarly, in the 7373 of 1YRD7 the words: WM 1J’p15N TTIPNRDT

minth A RARRY 139399 reflect the fact that the illness that is the subject of the 7272 is an illness
of the soul and not a physical illness.

Why did the language of the M272 change over time? Because the M2INI that 2717
expected and hoped for never came. With the passage of time, plil changed the themes of
the first part of the middle M2373 to be a prayer for the personal needs of the community.

1. Words were missing in the manuscript.
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SUPPLEMENT
MESSIANIC FERVOR BEFORE AND AFTER 3% N%2 3277

We cannot fully appreciate the atmosphere in which MY M3V was put into final form

without considering the mood of the Jewish people at that time. The following two
sources describe the period to be one of messianic fervor. The first contains contains two

excerpts from the book: From Text to Tradition, A History of Second Temple & Rabbinic
Judaism, by Professor Lawrence H. Schiffman, Chairman of New York University’s
Skirball Department of Hebrew and Judaic Studies.

Page 157: The destruction of the Second Temple in 70 C.E. was the culmination of some
seven decades of Jewish unrest and anti-Roman agitation. Certain families had a continuous
tradition of opposition to Roman rule which can be traced from the eatliest years of the
Herodian dynasty through the period of the procurators. The constant efforts of various

groups secking an end to Roman domination and persecution eventually led to the full scale
revolt of 66-73 C.E.

The opposition to Rome was fueled by a number of factors. First, many Palestinian Jews,
from the Maccabean Revolt on, had steadfastly fought against foreign domination. For these
predecessors of the later revolutionaries, this was not a question of religious liberty; the issue
was not whether a foreign power would allow the Jews to follow the Torah but rather a
question of national pride and the ideal of complete freedom and independence. Indeed both
the prophets of old and the visionaries of Second Temple times looked forward to an
independent Jewish nation. Moreover, many of those who took part in the Great Revolt of
066-73 C.E. were motivated by messianic expectations, and some of the leaders of the factions
involved in the revolt had messianic aspirations.

Throughout the Second Temple period, the concept of messianism was central to many
groups whose surviving writings we know from the apocrypha, the pseudepigrapha, and the
Dead Sea Scrolls. Stimulated by the biblical hope for the restoration of the Davidic monarchy
and the destruction of the wicked on the day of the Lord, numerous authors elaborated the
idea of messianic redemption. By the first century C.E. it was widely agreed that at some
future date the Jews could expect a renewal of the Davidic dynasty’s role over the Land of
Israel, a purification of religious life, and freedom from foreign domination. While some
groups expected this redemption to evolve naturally, others believed that the new order would
be born out of a series of great messianic battles and catastrophes

The two motivating forces, the heritage of the Maccabean uprising and messianism, were set in
motion in an atmosphere of rule by Roman procurators who were increasingly capricious and
cruel. The procurators paid little or no attention to the needs and sensitivities of the Jews of
Palestine during the years leading up to the revolt. Rome would eventually reap the results of
this callous approach.
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Page 176-The latter years of Roman rule, in the aftermath of the Bar Kokhba Revolt and on
the verge of the Christianization of the empire, were extremely fertile ones for the
development of Judaism. It was in this period, that Tannaitic Judaism came to its final stages,
and that the work of gathering its intellectual heritage, the Mishnah, into a redacted collection
began. All the suffering and the fervent yearnings for redemption had culminated not in a
messianic state, but in a collection of traditions which set forth the dreams and aspirations for
the perfect holiness that state was to engender. As prayer had replaced sacrifice, Torah, in the
form of the Mishna, had now replaced messianism. A different kind of redemption was now
at hand.

The following sources are quoted in the book M7 n’-'f?N by Yerucham Horowitz. Noone
less than NPV 727 believed that Bar Kokhba was MY&7 '[‘7?3:
Y27 92 [T 927 VAN YIN=TT/ T M D A7 T 57D MIIYN NODR M5 TInon
WL T ANS 3PP S 90 Y T DT 3PP 210 HIPM T M 020 T NYON
77T 3P 2390 7T T T 037 AP MY 12 Y 1 0N Ana3 wy S b
95 N NFIE ROD! NI 1T TN T TAND 93 00 MM TS 29D 030 30Y0 NAND
N2V RS T 12 I A5 20wy 19Y 120Dy NATIN 13 13M 020

The B”2137 in two references acknowledges that many others along with N3P *29
believed that Bar Kokhba was the M7 '[‘7?3:
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;721 R2MD 12 5w 190 N3 T NI TN MR S0 5973 DOM N2DY 230
JFIORNAMT T2 NI 11T 10N 51 R AT, MIRAT 720 R 1Y IR 10T N

,NDI RO MIN KD D10 1 DN KDY 1R B P 0TI 110D, Mnpa 3T Ty
PRY D5 Pyt 2D MBew IPIM NN TMINAY L] 1153 22T

12 RDM NN 101 YT 5P A0 SN/ TANTT AT 4T P 8D Y 1aDn

1997 RS IN PRTI M1 N 15725 DM AP N RaD! NI NIN VN T NI
MO8 3 Ay 89T

DY 9123192 17N 02T ARPM AR Y- 1257 1 PRD AYAyn Ma% 07amA
AP 9T Y 11000, AR ANPNTD 1037 39 PIRD 10100 ROE 12T HNae
DYBIM 21T DN 5 e 513 75m or% mm SRR M2271 2BONR 1A P e

127,20 13797 1D AT A R 2210 13073 201 702 D e Thnn N
D¥P% 172930 NN 57T NN DTN 13550 PRn DIDNDIETL WA Mpek 1ouan o1l
W0 TR (1D

copyright. 2006. a. katz Your comments and questions are welcome and to subscribe- beureihatefila@yahoo.com.





