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THE MIDDLE 7292 OF 772 732 70w ON nay

A review of the history of the middle 7292 of ALY A ADIM on NAW reveals that two versions
of the 272 exist. The more popular version is the following:
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The B”2!27 presents a second version. It is a version that is still recited today by those who follow
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Translation: The following represents the middle Bracha of Shabbos Mussaf Shemona Esrei: To Moshe on Mount
Sinai You delivered the commandment to fulfill the Mitzvah of Shabbos with the words: Shomor and Zachor (observe
and remember). And as part of that Mitzvah, You commanded us to bring the Mussaf sacrifice in the appropriate
manner . . .

This version of the 373 is not found in NI DAY 27 77D nor in the NTD of JINI TIVD 29,
Professor Ezra Fleischer presents the 272 on page 23 of his book: {'IN moon 3 mhen
anian nepYna D»SNL. His only comment as to the 1373 is the following:

073077 D2 IPNT? N3N ANra 217P INTT ,ADT
Transiation: "The wording, which appears to be very ancient, is found for the first time in the Siddur of the Rambanm.
Professor Fleischer believes that the 373 is very old based on the fact that the opening lines are in

the form of a &Y'8:
MM AW/ AW MRS /01D T HY /NS R
JINTD ADM 127P 7 TR 2925 7 19119—R 9= /30 )

Although the version of the 373 provided by the 8”227 is currently recited only by those who
follow }12%1 MDY, it had a greater following earlier in Jewish History:
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Transiation: After returning the Torab scroll the prayer leader should say Kaddish. "The congregation should then recite
Shemona Esrei of Tefilas Mussaf; the three opening Brachos, the three closing Brachos and the Bracha in the middle
whose theme is the sanctity of the day. In Spain it is customary to recite the miiddle Bracha that begins: 1."Moshe
Tzivisa while in Ashkenaz, it is customary to recite the Bracha that begins: Tikanta Shabbos.

A survey of older @YD reveals that some R¥MT'D that followed 770D 2732 included both
versions of the 372 and presented each congregation with a choice as to which version to recite'.
Two questions: Concerning each of the middle M273 of MY ML on NAL we learned of
alternate versions of the M372 and yet we never saw a NT'D which presented its readers a choice
between the M1273. Why was this 13723 treated differently? Second question: Why did most
Sephardic congregations abandon the practice of reciting N"¥ 215 as the middle 1373 of Ao
AIEY ALY on NP Apparently two of the central leaders of the great era of Kabbalah in NOY,
the 2”137, Rabbi Moshe Cordevero, 5781 and the Y9N, Rabbi Isaac Luria, '7”¥T, disagreed as to which
version of the 1373 should be recited>. Each one found a basis in Kabbalah to support his position.
Rabbi Cordevero advocated for the recital of "% M5 and Rabbi Luria advocated for the recital of
N23W NIdN. It appears that over the years, the majority of Sephardic congregations moved towards

accepting the position of the YN, Because the dispute involved two great Kabbalistic leaders, some
congregations attempted to follow a practice that included reciting both versions. A clue to such a
dual practice is found on page 6 of the book: I NOINY written by Rabbi Yehudah Chaim Ben

Ezra haKohen Tarav. On that page he answers the following question: what was his opinion of the
custom followed in some Sephardic synagogues to have the congregation recite the version of the

middle 7272 of MWD MM ADMD on NAW that begins: NAL NIJN when reciting the silent MY
MY while the M12%8 MY recited the version of the middle [1273 that begins: NNY M5 when
he repeated MY MIVAWS? From the question we can conclude that some congregations followed
such a practice in order to comply with both the opinion of the 2”139, Rabbi Moshe Cordevero, gt
and the opinion of the "N, Rabbi Isaac Luria, S,

Those who included the paragraph of N"¥ M5 differed in one respect from the version presented
by the B”219. They included the verses that described the /DM 127D while the 2”217 and MDM
121 did not. Why did the R”213% omit the R}P1DD?

AR T T5mmY B8N’ DINE F3MA PRW-1T 3 AT T PID N1972 NODK MW TInkn

1. The same Q" 17°D presented two versions of WINY T1N3 as well; one version that contained 87 letters and a second longer
version that provided for inserts for NI and 2% QY.
We will look at the basis of their disagreement when we examine the wording of the 17373 of N2¥ NidN.

A similar move was made towards accepting the version of WANE 172 that contains only 87 words.

arwDd

Available at www.hebrewbooks.org.
Rabbi Tarav answered that in his opinion such a practice should not be followed.
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Transitation: We can conclude that a person must walk four Amos and then recite Tefilas Mussaf after concluding
Tefilas Shacharis. Rabbi Abbal said: He does not necessarily have to walk four Amos provided that he waits the
amount of time it would take to walk four Amos. Rav said: 1t is necessary to include new wording when reciting
Tefilas Mussaf. Shmunel said: 1t is not necessary to include new wording when reciting Tefilas Mussaf. Rabbi Zeira
came before Rav Yossi and asked: What did Rav mean when he said that it is necessary to include a new thought when
reciting Tefilas Mussaf.? Rav Yossi told him: even if he said simply: and we will fulfill onr obligation before Yon by
bringing the daily sacrifices and the Mussaf sacrifice, fulfilled his obligation.

According to this excerpt, it was not necessary to include the R'P0D that described the DM 1372 in
order to fulfill the requirement of 13°NDY D7D TID'?WM, allow the product of our lips to be a
substitute for the sacrifices. It was sufficient to refer to the HPY2 127D by way of a general
statement. What would have motivated the D”2!127 to omit the R'P1DS that describe the DY 1377
He may been acting out of concern that including BP0 in Y AL would lend support to the
Karaite movement. The Karaites accepted the truth of only the written law, 7”3, and rejected the
truth of 1D HYaW 177N, the Oral Law. As a result, their 1D contained very little original wording
and instead, consisted almost entirely of verses from “7”31. The 2”27 may have taken advantage of
the ruling of the M5 AR that it was not necessary to include the verses that described the

AP 137D as an means of reinforcing the fact that the interpretations that our Rabbinical leaders had

given to the words of the Written Law were to be given equal validity with the words of the Written
Law.

The BIY2AN’s version of the 273 of NMS MY differs from that of the B”2137:
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6. A sample of a Karaite M7'D is available at the Beurei Hatefila Institute website.
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Translation: For Tefilas Mussaf, he says the first three Brachos of Shemona Esrei and then: 1."Mosheb Tiwias Al
Har Sinai. This is based on the verse: from Har Sinai you came down. Rav Amrom Gaon and Rav Saadiva Gaon
provided that the fourth Bracha of Mussaf Shemona Esrei on Shabbos begin with the words: Tikanta Shabbos
Ratzisa Korbonoseba. Since it is not our custom to recite that version of the Bracha I will not spend time explaining it.
The words: Mitzvas Shabbos Zachor VS hamor are based on what we learned in the Gemara that the words: Zachor
V"Shmor were said simultaneously by G-d. "The words: Oo’V o Tivisa Hashem Elokeinu represent a return to the
theme of Har Sinai. 1."Hakriv Bah Korban Musaf Shabbos means that although Shabbos was given a special
sanctity in that work was probibited, G-d still ordered that Korbanos be brought on Shabbos even thongh the work
necessary to bring those Korbanos violated the general probibition of work on Shabbos. Our Sages said: Olas Shabbos
B’Shabbato meaning bring this week’s sacrifice this week and not next week. If you do delay it, you are then violating
the rules of Shabbos. Yihei Ratzon . . . Sh’lTa’Aleinu L. Artzeinu is based on the verse: and you will rise and yon will
g0 to the place. V" Tita’Einu B'Givuleinu is based on the verse: and you will plant them on the mountain of your
heritage and based on the verse: who makes your place peaceful. "The words: 1" Shom Na'Aseb . . . K'Sidrom mean:
in the order they are written in the Torah. The words: Oo’Mussafim K’Hilchosom mean those written in the Torah.
The word: B’Ahava is based on the verse: out of G-d’s love for you. K’Mitzvas Ritzonecha is based on the word that
G-d commanded you concerning Shabbos. And we say: Ritzoncha because concerning the sacrifices G-d says and 1
wanted youn. Kmo Sh’Kasavta Aleinn B Tororosecha-the word Aleinu is used based on the verse: remember the Torah
of Moshe my servant that I commanded him in Choreb on behalf of all the Jewish People. The words: Al Yide: Moshe
Avdecha are based on the verse: and the Mitzvos that 1 commanded by way of Moshe. Then say: Yismichu
B’Malchusecha.

The major difference between the version presented by the Q72N and the one provided by the
R”217 is in the order of the words: ML MI!. That is the order that the RIATANprovides and is
based on the order in which the words appear in the MN; i.e. the word: 2T is found in the
commandment for DAY that is included in the MA2TT DAY in 1N NETD while the word: Y
appears in the commandment for NA¥ that is included in the M7 DAY in (NN MWD, The
order of the word as it appears in the 8”317 later became the order of the words as used by Rabbi
Shlomo Alkabetz in composing the 21D of 117 m13%. Kabbalists explain the basis for that order on
the following: that the word: AVA¥ represents Friday night and the word: M2 represents N3 day.
HPT NAY ;M N (2, FIIRTIRM) BTN M2 NNURI-TIANNY NP0 2127 W IND
NN NP NI 0N NN 5PT DA MI950 NTH NI AR, NNAL NPT DA NN
AP NI DAL AINTY 0,790 9T IR R, TN T2 0N T B1En T e M e
2N 2PN WN PN

Translation: We find in the Zobhar (Introduction 5, 2) that two Shabbosim exist: Shabbos of Friday night and
Shabbos of Saturday day. The word: Shamor represents the attribute of Shabbos as King which is on Friday night.
The word: Zachor represents the day of Shabbos. Based on this order of events, the composer of the Piyut of Iecha
Dodi was correct in putting the word: Shamor before the word: Zachor in the line that reads: the words: Shamor and
Zachor were recited by G-d simultaneously.  This follows the rule that fear of G-d (because G-d is king) is the first
gate through which the righteons pass through.

7. Rabbi Kalonymos Kalman halevi Epstein was born in Cracow in 1751. He was a disciple of Rabbi Elimelech of Lizensk,
the Seer of Lublin, and other great Chassidic leaders. He died in 1823. His work Ma'or VaShemesh is considered one of the
foundations of Chassidic thought. (Bar Ilan Digital Library)
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