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ANNOUNCING THE DATE FOR 297 N9

YTIMM D273 is generally viewed as the means by which the community is informed of the
upcoming date for &I WNA. That premise presupposes that throughout Jewish history,
synagogues followed the practice of announcing the date for the oncoming &7 N7 on
the NAY before. In truth that practice is not found in any sources that predate the period

of the RYJINA. This is what we find in 230Y 39 970:
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Translation: On Rosh Chodesh after the reading from the Torah, the prayer leader recites Half-Kaddish
and they roll the Sefer Torah closed. They then recite: Yihei Ratzon . . . Whoever performed miracles for
our forefathers and rescued them from Egypt, He should rescue us as well and He should bring about the
return of His sons to Israel. May it be a favorable omen, the new month (blank) falls on (blank and
blank). May G-d perform for us miracles and wonders at all times, to us and to all the Jewish People.
May G-d renew the cycle of the Moon for us and for all the Jewish People for good and as a blessing; for
happiness and joy; for redemption and comfort; for financial gain and the fulfillment of our needs; for life
and satisfaction; for good tidings and good news; and for rain at the right time. et us say: Amen.
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According to JYRJ RIAY 37 77D, the announcement publicizing the date of @7 ¥N7
took place on WM WNA itself; not at the outset of WM WNA but at the end of MNP
ANT during DAY N8N on the first day of @M ¥WNA. Since the announcement was
broadcast over twelve hours after W1 &N7 had begun, it clearly was not being made for

the purpose of informing the public of the date of W1 WNA. Instead, we can conclude
from the placement of the announcement that it was meant to be one of the types of
prayers which were recited while the 0 99D was out of the WP 117N as part of NINYAP

N7, similar to the 3L M2 prayers. (Admittedly, one could argue that one goal of the

announcement was to advise the community as to whether &7 ¥R was one or two

days.)

We have the benefit of an additional source that we can review to determine if prior to the

period of the R'INT an announcement was made in synagogues as to the upcoming date
of WM WNA. Thanks to research being performed on the Geniza material that was found
in the attic of a synagogue in Cairo in the late 1880’s, we can study a series of €172 11D
M7, liturgical poems that were composed to celebrate the commencement of a new
month. The most well known of this genre of R¥0Y°'D are those found among the QYWD
of IIHDH DD %29, a student of '1"7P|'i 1Y %27, Professor Shulamit Elitzur on pages
68-73 of her book: |12 D10 Y27 "MBY'D presents two views as to when these 21’0
were recited. She cites the position of Mordechai Margulies who in his book: RYTP2
DX opines that in DN "IN they followed the practice of reciting 171 by UITP at
the outset of @M WNA and that the Q7 YYD V1D were recited as a part of that
YMTP. Professor Elitzur herself suggests that the RY77Y 7P YYD were recited as part
of 1MAT N272 on WM N7, In her presentation, she acknowledges that none of the
scholars who have studied the D7 217D 01D concluded that the DY were recited
in synagogue on the NAY before WM WNT as part of an announcement informing the

congregation of the oncoming date of W7 WNA.

A clue as to the purpose of announcing the day of @57 ¥N7 may be found when
comparing the wording used for the announcements in various MNADII:
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1. Copies of all 14 BYV'D were included as supplements once a month beginning with Newsletter Vol. 2 No. 23 and ending
with Newsletter Vol. 3 No. 22. They can be found in the newsletter compilations for Y% NN*IP and for the first three
M2A2 of MAWY NN,
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Translation: Whoever performed miracles for onr forefathers, He shonld do likewise for us and He should
gather the Jewish People from all the corners of the world. Let us say: Amen. Thus our honored Sages
instituted a practice to announce before the holy congregation so that the old and the young may know that

(blank) month will fall on (blank and blank) based on the calenlations made by onr Sages. May G-d
bring us joy and gather the Jewish People from all the corners of the world. Let us say: Amen.
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Translation: All present focus your attention and listen to the following announcement that will proclaim
the date of the new month as was ordained by our Sages, the holy group, which once regularly convened in

Eretz Yisroel. We will be celebrating Rosh Chodesh on this and this day of the week which has been
calenlated to occur on that day of the week. May G-d grant that it be a propitious event for us and for all
the Jewish People.

Eliezer Levy, on page 190 of his book, bl Yaly MDY, sees the differences in wording as
providing the following basis for announcing the date of ¥ &WN":
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Translation: The practice of blessing the month and to announce its onset date is referred to in Seder Rav
Amrom Gaon and was established in the period of the Gaonim at a time when the Karaites, led by Anan
and his followers, abolished the method of calcnlating leap years and establishing the dates of holidays and
sought to renew the practice of establishing the date of the new month through eyewitness testimony. In order
to discourage anyone from following the Karaite practice, our Sages instituted the custom of announcing the
new month and emphasizing that the date was set through mathematical calcnlations made by the Sages.
In that vein, we find the following words in the Machzor that follows the Roman rite: So our Sages decreed,
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that we should proclaim before this holy congregation so that old and young may know that a new month
(blank) will arrive on the (blank) day based on calenlations made by our Sages.

The basis for announcing the date of @ WNT that is provided by Eliezer Levy may also

help explain the following statement by the 13 b2
139 1187 970 IR I 1O YR ARIND NPT 2 BN Srw -5 190 1250 18D
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Translation: If Rosh Chodesh is scheduled to fall on one of the days in the week following Shabbos, the

leader makes an announcement on Shabbos after Kriyas Ha’Torah. This what he says: the Yehei Ratzon
paragraphs. The order of the paragraphs follows an abbreviation containing the first letter of the first word
of each paragraph. Then Yikum Purkun and the paragraph that begins: so our Sages decreed.

It would appear that in the locale where the 1253 lived IPTD 2P was only recited on a

DAY that preceded W YN, Clearly its purpose was to pray for the welfare of the

Rabbinate who had calculated the onset date the month. Without their calculations, we
would not be able to establish the dates of the holidays.

Rabbi Joseph Soloveitchik, 5”?, in an article entitled: TP DI TN BN DDA, in the
book: 271 71 AN 7215 DM on page 149, provides an alternate explanation as to why
the practice of announcing the date of the new month was instituted:
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Translation: Therefore, the mathematical process of establishing a new month is given equal acceptance with
the process that established the date of the new month by eyewitness testimony. Previously the Great Court
established the onset date of the new month by eyewitness testimony. Part of that decision making process
involved mathematical calenlations. When the Great Court was no longer functioning only one part of the
process of establishing the onset date of the new month changed: instead of the Great Conrt establishing the
date of the new month, the Jewish People as a nation established the date of the new month. The
establishment of the date became set each month once the Jewish People accepted the calculations made by
our Sages. 1t then became activated.
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Translation: The current process of establishing the date of the new month is articulated within onr
liturgical practices; particularly in the custom of announcing the new month. 1t appears that at the time of
the Gaonim, the announcement concerning the new month took place on Rosh Chodesh itself. "That fact can
be gleaned from Seder Rav Amrom Gaon who did not include the need for an announcement in bis section
on the prayers of Shabbos. Instead, he inserted the announcement together with the preamble: Who
performed miracles ete., as an omen of good luck, the new month (blank) will fall on (blank and blank),
in the section entitled: Rosh Chodesh. Check also the commentary “Likun Tefila”, in the book: Otzar
Ha’Tefilos”, who in his explanation of Brichas Ha’Chodesh cited the wording found in the Machzor Bnei
Romah. From the following wording we can also suggest, althongh it is not the only conclusion one can
draw, that it was their practice to announce the date of the new month on Rosh Chodesh itself: So our Sages
decreed that we should announce in front of the holy congregation etc. that Rosh Chodesh (blank) falls on
(blank) day and (blank) day, based on the calculations made by onr Sages.
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Translation: 1t is clear that the custom to announce the date of the new month was instituted in order to
give credence to the practice of setting the dates of the holidays by way of mathematical calenlations. The
anthor of the commentary “Likun Tefila” erred in his suggesting that this practice is a means by which we
Jfulfill the Biblical requirement of setting the date of the new month. The credence that is given to the date
chosen as the first day of the new month emanates from the conduct of the Jewish community in their
acceptance of the date. "The announcement itself is only a custom, yet based on the rule that a custom that
25 accepted by the Jewish commmunity becomes like a Biblically mandated rule, we see the development of a

2. Itis clear that Rabbi Soloveitchik was relying on the citation of the M5'5NM I¥IN D and did not have an opportunity to
view an actual copy of the NI17 %32 7M. In the copy available at the Beurei Hatefila Institute website, published in the
1500’s, the announcement is found among the prayers that come before DA %2 on NAW. Itis preceded by the note:
DOTDINY 1D VIR NT *19%W NaW3, on the Shabbos before Rosh Chodesh, it is customary to announce and to say.
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process by which the commmunity gives credence to the setting of the date of the new month. That process is
revealed by the use of the announcement. "That further explains why we say before the announcement: all of
the Jewish people are friends with each other. "The annonncement confirms the credence that the Jewish
people can bestow. Even with only a small portion of the Jewish people present, that group can call ont
Joyfully about the unity of the Jewish people, in order to tie their congregation with all the other
congregations. Similarly, we see this idea of unity and of joining with other congregations in the act of
holding the Sefer Torah while the annonncement is being made.  Check the comments of Tosafos in
Maseches Brachos in which Tosafos points to Pirkei D Rav Eleizer to demonstrate that we may establish a
leap year with the presence of ten men. If ten men are not present, they can bring a Sefer Torah to complete
the number and sit in a circle. "This shows that holding a Torah can fulfill the need to have a tenth man.
What is meant is the following: establishing a leap year can be fulfilled by an act that links the group with
the rest of the Jewish community. That act is holding the Sefer Torah.

In the opinion of Rabbi Soloveitchik the announcement of the date of the new month
serves a very important function. The announcement indicates the acceptance by the
Jewish community of the mathematical calculations undertaken by our Sages in
determining the onset date of the new month. The acceptance of the date of the new
month is what we can point to as to what currently establishes the date of the new month
in the absence of the Great Court.

Addendum To Last Week's Supplement

Last week’s supplement contained six title pages of Hebrew books that were published
before World War I. The pages contained the names of the heads of the local government
and offered a prayer for their welfare. It appeared that the practice was widespread among
Hebrew book publishers. In my note on the Supplement, I pointed out that I could not

find an explanation as to why the practice was followed. It occurred to me last NI% that

perhaps the reason for the practice was to discourage Hebrew book burnings. The local
population might have hesitated to burn books that contained the names of the heads of
the governments particularly if the reference contained a prayer for their welfare.
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