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Why do we call seven people to read from the 17 on NAW (7 m‘w)?
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Transtation: Mishnah. He who reads Megilas Esther may do so either standing or sitting. Whether one
reads the Megilah alone or two read it together, the congregation fulfills its obligation. In places where it is
the custom to say a Bracha before reading the Megilah, it should be said, and where it is not the custom, it
need not be said. On Mondays and Thursdays and on Shabbos at Mincha, three read from the Torah, not
more nor less, nor is a Haftarah read from a Prophet. The one who reads first in the Torah and the one
who reads last make respectively a Bracha before reading and after. On New NMoons and on the
intermediate days of Yom Tov four read, not more nor less, and there is no Haftarah from a Prophet. The
one who reads first and the one who reads last in the Torah makes a Bracha before and after. This is the
general rule: on any day which has a Mussaf and is not a Yom Tov, four ready on a Yom Tov, five read; on
Yom Kippur, six ready on Shabbos, seven read; this number may not be diminished but may be added to
and a Haftarah is read from a Prophet. The one who reads first and the one who reads last in the Torah
recite a Bracha, before and after.
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Translation: On New Moons and the Intermediate Days four read? The Mishnab is merely giving an
indication that you should not say that Yom Tov and the intermediate days have the same rule. You
should take this as a general principle; when a day has a distinguishing feature, it causes that an additional
person reads from the Torah. Hence on a New Moon and the intermediate days of a Yom Tov, becanse an
additional sacrifice is brought (Korban Mussaf), four read; on Y om Tov, on which, in addition, work is
probibited, five ready on Y om Kippur, on which, in addition, there is a penalty of Kares, six ready and on
Sabbath, on which a person is subject to the penalty of stoning, seven read.

The number of people called to read from the TN (M1Y9Y) on a given day is an important
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part of the MM as Rabbi Moshe Feinstein, ‘7”27, explains in the following MW N:
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Translation: In a case where a family erved in calenlating when a boy wonld reach the age of 13 and the
Sfamily arranged that he be taught to read the Parsha that preceded bis 13th birthday, is there a way to act
in a lenient manner that would allow the boy to read from the Torah before he becomes 13 years of age?
24th of Mar-Cheshvan 5699:
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Translation: The Magen Avrohom in Siman 282, sub-section 6, quoted the book: Knesses Ha'Gidola in
holding that a minor may not act as the Torah reader. The Pri Migadim challenged his holding by pointing
to a Gemara which provides that a minor may be among the seven called to read from the Torah on
Shabbos even though in the time of the Gemara, each one called to the Torah read for himself. That
Gemara can be interpreted as holding that a minor may be the person whose act canses others to fulfill their
obligation to hear the Torah reading. Based on that Gemara the minor should also be allowed to act as
reader for someone being called to the Torah since the Mitzvah of hearing the Torah being read, as
mportant as it is, represents a rule instituted by our Sages. The Pri Migadem admutted that he counld not
explain the position of the Magen Avrobom. As a result, he held that a minor is permitted to read from
the Torah in a situation where no adult is available to read from the Torah. So too wrote the Mishbatzos
Zahav in Siman 103, check there. See also the Levush who wrote that the reason that the Gemara
provided that a minor conld read from the Torab was because at that time, they had already started to use a
Torah reader for each Aliya. I believe that the Levush was incorrect in his understanding of the Gemara.
At the time of the Gemara it was still customary not to employ a Torah reader for the Aliyos as Tosafos
points out in Megilah Daf 21. Only at the time of the Gaonim did they institute the practice of using a
Torah reader in order not to embarrass those who did not know how to read or because of the reason
provided by the Rosh, that many at that time were unfamiliar with the notes necessary for the Torah
reading. Despite not knowing how to read, some insisted on reading and when they were not allowed to
read, an argument wonld ensue.
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Translation: Instead it appears to me that the proper way to explain the position of the Magen Avrohom: is
to distinguish the reading of the Torah from reading Megilas Esther or reciting Birkas Hamazone and
other similar activities. For those Mitzvos, a person may listen to others recite the words and fulfill his
obligation to read and to recite a Bracha based on the rule that a listener can fulfill his obligation by
answering amen and listening. However concerning Kriyas Ha’Torah, even if he were to read the whole
Parsha from the Sefer Torah by himself, he wonld not fulfill his obligation for the Mitzvah of Kriyas
Ha’Torah becanse the reading needs to be from a Sefer Torah that is read by a certain number of
individuals who are called to read from the Torah. The essence of fulfilling the Mitzvah of Kriyas
Ha’Torah lies not in the fact that one fulfills his obligation by answering amen to the Bracha made by
others. One fulfills one’s obligation by listening how a number of individuals read from the Torah. As a
result, the person called to the Torah does not have to have in mind that he is helping those who are present
Sfulfill their obligation by answering “Amen” to his Bracha. Likewise the person called to the Torah does
not have to have the capacity to help others fulfill their obligation. That is because the Mitzvah of Kriyas
Ha’Torab is fulfilled by those congregated listening as the people called to the Torah read from the Torah.
The person reading does not have to have in mind that he is trying to help others fulfill their obligation by
his reading . . .

YPINT TR 7D DN ANY 15 NY—2D 11D '3 P5ﬂ D7 TN AR MNIN e

FISM B2 FYIPN D10 pawse TN D KON IR PRINME 1 10N NORITD 1100
MNIRI PP DFN DN DI RO R PIAR 17ERa e 8D T aym 1 e
YT MRV Y PP DOINTY TN DR T RTT INIRITD NODBT TR o 8D
PRI Y 100 DI I MDA N3 1291 0hpw msnm B ey msya e
DAMN MIENI DR RIS 02 T RDY TN TN DN AN TN 191 0NP3
FIIRIAMT NI FINYTDM TN DN NI RIRITD 11008 P N NPT D 370
595 N7D RRA 1730 MNPTD PRI TR DY DaN LJPRYI PYBRT P N
PYBRWZ NIMIN TN NOR NP 12N 0 DIIN 1507 NS YWD T8 NI DN
DO IN 9DDH NNYD PIDD TR N7 D192 18 2D KD ANY TR NN PN
13730 157377 291,MART IND T PN WP PP 8D AR5 puaens e

N NARI AYBPT W N NTDT N MEN SY NI I 1973 IR 1972 730w AN

555 72 KO 1w RO 02 R TR DA R R
Translation: (Rabbi Feinstein spent some time discussing how the Mitzvah of Shofar blowing is fulfilled).
The conclusion we can draw concerning Shofar blowing is that the person blowing Shofar is not performing a
Dphysical act as representative of those present. (Those congregated can hear the Shofar on their own and do
not need a representative for that purpose). Rather he has to have in mind that he is blowing the Shofar for
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the purpose of fulfilling a Mitzvah (and not for musical purposes) and that he is doing so for those present
as well. "That thought process is not necessary concerning the Mitzvah of Kriyas Ha Torah. The Mitzvah
of Kriyas HaTorah is fulfilled by those present listening to those called to read. 'Those called to read do not
have to have in mind that they are helping others fulfill the Mitzvah of Kriyas Ha’Torah. Based on that
explanation of Kriyas Ha’Torah, we can understand why the Gemara said that a minor can be called to
read from the Torah and those congregated can fulfill their obligation by listening to him. And we can
understand why a woman could read from the Torah even though she is not obligated to listen to Kriyas
Ha’Torah and does not have the power to help others fulfill a Mitzvah when she is not obligated to perform
that Mitzvah. The Mitzvah of Kriyas Ha Torah is different in that way becanse those congregated are not
Julfilling their Mitgvah becanse she is performing the Mitzvah on their bebalf. Rather they are fulfilling the
Mitzvah on their own by listening to her. She can be the vebicle by which those congregated can fulfill their
Mitzvah. Yon may be wondering how we fulfill onr obligation to hear Kriyas Ha’Torah today when the
Torab is read by a Torah reader, particularly if the obligation is to hear a certain number of people read.
How do we reach that goal when one person reads the entire Parsha? Even if the one called to the Torah
reads along quietly with the Torah reader that does not help fulfill the Mitzvah since those congregated need
to clearly hear the one called to read the Torah. Reading quietly is not considered reading for the
congregation. Y ou may further ask: if the one called to read does not read, why does he recite a Bracha that
he already recited as part of Birchos Ha'Shachar? You cannot say that he is reciting the Bracha because he
75 reading since he is not planning on reading. Another person is reading. Moreover, the one reading is not
one of the persons called to read and he has not recited a Bracha before reading.
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Translation: "Therefore we must say that today, the person called to the Torab is deemed to be the reader
through whom those congregated fulfill their obligation of hearing Kriyas Ha I'orah, based on the rule of
agency. In other words, the reader is the agent for the one called to the Torah. The one called to the Torah
25 deemed to be the vebicle through whom those congregated fulfill their obligation to hear Kriyas Ha’Torah
through the act of his agent. Since the relationship between the one called to the Torah and the reader is one
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of agency, the reader cannot be a minor since he lacks the capacity to act as an agent for an adult, just as a
minor cannot act as agent for an adult concerning the fulfillment of other Mitzvos. 1f a minor were to read
the Torah on bebalf of an adult, the minor’s reading would not be considered the type of reading by which
others can_fulfill their obligation. His reading would be deemed to be bis reading for himself only. Despite
seven people being called to the Torah, his reading of the Parsha would be deemed to be the reading of one
person and not the reading of seven people which is required on Shabbos. The Brachos made by those who
would be called to the Torah would not under those circumstances serve any purpose and would be deemed
Brachos recited in vain, particularly since they were already recited as part of Birchos Ha'Shachar and they
were recited again only for the purpose of fulfilling the Mitzvah of Kriyas Ha Torah. In addition even if the
adults recited the reading quietly along with the reader that would not change the result. So while it was
possible during the time of a Gemara that a minor conld be called to the Torah and read a portion and be
the vebicle by which those congregated fulfilled their obligation to hear Kriyas Ha T orah, that is no longer
the case when he would be trying to act as an agent for adults who are called to the Torah. A minor cannot
act as an agent for an adult concerning Kriyas HaTorah and that is why the Magen Avrobom said that a
minor may not be a Torah Reader and by the same token, an adult Torah reader cannot be agent for a
child becanse the minor lacks the capacity to appoint an agent. Some may argue that an adult can be an
agent for a child because in doing so the adult is bringing merit to the child. However, the child can
certainly not be the reader and in doing so, be an agent for an adult. "Therefore even in a moment of
difficulty, no one should act leniently concerning this matter because the rationale for probibiting a minor to
act as Torab reader is solid. "The opinion of the Pri Migadim and other Acharonim who allow minors to
read if no one else is available is quite astonishing and needs further analysis. However, if prohibiting the
child in this case from reading from the Torah will cause great distress to the boy and bis family and the
Sfamily would like to rely on the opinions of the Pri Migadim and those who agree with hin, no one should
criticige them for doing so.

From the above MAYW N by Rabbi Feinstein, we can glean several rules concerning NN
mihinint

1. The MY of AMNNT NN*AP is performed by those present listening to the 7™
reading and not by the one called to the Torah or by the Torah reader.

2. The MY requires that the congregation hear three men read from the M7 on
Mondays, Thursdays and DA% at MMM, four men read from the MMM on WM WNT; five
men read from the TN on M 0YY; six men read from the M7 on MDD B and seven
men read from the 77N on N2Y.

3. The following N2 no longer has precedent value since the person called to the
1N does not also read for the congregation:
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Translation: All can be called to be one of the seven people who read from the Torah on Shabbos, even
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minors and even women but our Sages maintained that a woman may not read from the Torah ont of
respect for the congregation.

4. 'Today, any analysis as to the ability of minors or women to act as Torah Readers or
to be called to the MM begins by asking whether minors or women have the capacity to
act as agents for an adult male.

5. At the time of the N2, minors and women could be called to the 771 and read
from the MW7 because they were merely acting as the vehicles by which those present were
tulfilling their obligation to fulfill the ¥ of AMNT MNP, They were not fulfilling the
M3 on behalf of those present.

All the rules that we gleaned from the MW N of Rabbi Feinstein can be explained based
on our understanding of MMM NNYTD; i.e. that the one receiving an by s being blpb
the M7 on behalf of his group of Jews; i.e. the Q%3712 for the R°372; the 295 for the
0915 and the DYINIW* for the D*PNL. The MM of TN NN is fulfilled when
those present acknowledge that they are joining in with the N7 ﬂ‘?DP by answering [N

to the M272 and by listening to the MM reading. If those congregated do not listen to
the reading, they are sending the opposite message; that they are not in fact accepting what
is being read.

The holding of the N7%2J that women and minors can read from the M7 was limited to
NAY when seven people were called to the 7M. It was further limited to minors and
women receiving some but not all the 15 reserved for DY9INTLN. Why could women
and minors receive any 15Y? Because they too were present at ¥3%D T1. They too
participated in M7 ﬂ‘?:P. They too could be t7DP?J the MMM today on behalf of others.
That was the rule when they read for themselves. However, once 271 introduced the use

of a 1M reader, a new issue arose, that of an agency relationship. To fully understand the
issue, let us ask one more question about the original procedure. Why were women and
minors not permitted to receive all the N15Y reserved for DYINTRM? Because their

acceptance of the MMM was not the same as the acceptance of the MMM by adult males.
Women and minors were not obligated in all the MMM, In particular, women were exempt
from NIDTX 1AL INVA; timebound ANV, For that reason, women cannot act as agents
for men during MM NN*AP and men cannot act as agents for women during MNP
A7, Their responsibility for performing M8 is not the same. Since their obligation

to perform NNV are not equal, their ability to be MM ‘73@?3 tor each other is directly
affected.
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