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The abbreviated form of €7 N7, repetition of MAYY MIML, that is recited on i
NAY, known as YL 1PV, poses several issues: Why do we recite YA¥ 1’22 only on Friday
nights? Is YAW 'V a form of &1 NTMM? Why do we recite the opening 13723 of MY
Y and the end of the middle 2372 of ATYY MMM when VAW PV contains within it
abbreviated forms of all seven M1272 of Y'Y 1ML of N2 99?2 What was the origin of
this practice? Did the practice begin in PN 1" or in 92327

Two references to the practice appear in the D%, one in the *922 715N and one in
the M2 TIM5N:
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Translation: For Raba said: On a Festival that falls on the Sabbath, the prayer leader who descends
before the ark at the Evening Service need not mafke mention of the Festival, because if not for it being
Shabbos, the prayer leader wonld not descend before the ark at the Evening Service on Festivals. On what
basis can you compare these situations! Concerning repeating Shemona Esrei, it is not required by ritnal
law even on the Sabbath, and it was the Rabbis who instituted it on account of danger.
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Translation: The prayer leader who descends before the ark at the Evening Service-He is the one who recites
the abbreviated form of Shemona Esrei in the following manner: Konay Shamayim V" Aretz Magen Avos.

PO 197 51T 0595 N 591, 3003 )70 1035 N3 1T NS 1D — 7350 Dt

1505 538 , D257 71°33 PN 1T NDY 1030 03 12550 1ASN5Y 10031,/ AON 58S

199987 795 ,7557 VING 1T M35 100 PN 2 1T, DD 030 [INS A

N33 150
Translation: Because of danger-Evil spirits. The synagogues at that time were not located within the
residential areas. On weekdays, the general public was busy with their work and when they finished work,
they would recite Tefilas Arvis at home and would not go to the synagogue. But on Friday nights, the
general public wonld go to synagogue. Our Sages were concerned that some might not hurry to come to
synagogue to be on time and would linger in synagogue after the others left. That is why our Sages instituted
a practice that lengthened the service.

1. T would like thank Rabbi Dr. Dalia Marx and Rabbi Jack Kaufman for sharing their notes on Y2% 1*U12 with me.
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Translation: Rav Yossi son of Rav said: We conduct ourselyes here that when there is no wine available for
Kiddush, the prayer leader descends to the ark and recites an abbreviated form of Shemona Esrei and ends
the abbreviated form of Shemona Esrei with the Bracha of Mikadesh Yisroel 1"Es Yom Ha’Shabbos.

Here is one further explanation of the 12D that prompted the establishment of the
practice of reciting YA¥ PV:
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Translation: What prompted the institution of the practice to recite Barnch Magen Avrobom (Magen
Avos) on Friday nights and why is it not recited on the eve of Holidays? 1t was instituted for the benefit of
those who came late to synagogue. Our Sages were concerned that robbers would attack those left in the
synagogne and wonld steal their clothing. Our Sages instituted the practices for Friday nights and not for
the eve of Holidays because the robbers were aware that Jews congregated in synagogne on Friday nights but
were not aware that Jews congregated in synagogue on the eve of Jewish holidays.

From the following statement of the QY777 79D bya,a commentary on the pil=ply
MBI, we can conclude that the reasons given for the practice described in both
DM were the reasons why the practice was instituted in a3, Babylonia:
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Translation: The word “here” used in the Gemara was a reference to Babylonia. "There were places within
Babylonia where wine was not available. We already noted above that a person can rely on fulfilling the
Mitzvah of sanctifying Shabbos by reciting the middle Bracha of Shemona Esrei in Tefilas Arvis of Friday
night. It is a mitzvab, from the Torah, to remember Shabbos, to sanctify Shabbos through the recital of
words, at the beginning of Shabbos and at the end of Shabbos. Once a person has sanctified Shabbos by
reciting words, he has fulfilled his Biblical obligation to remember Shabbos. Our Rabbis instituted the
practice to sanctify Shabbos again over wine even though it was already sanctified by reciting Shemona
Esrei. In situations where one cannot sanctify Shabbos in accordance with the direction of the Sages, it is

2. According to this N3, P2 121 is not a form of @ 1AM but is a substitute for 171 %Y w7, Kiddush over wine.
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suffficient to have sanctified Shabbos through Shemona Esrei. Since Tefilas Arvis is optional, it is not
necessary to repeat Shemona Esrei in order to help those who do not know how to recite Shemona Esrei
Jfulfill their obligation. On Friday night, it is a Biblical obligation to sanctify Shabbos in Shemona Esrei.
When many could not rely on their neighbors having wine and including them in the sanctification of
Shabbos over wine, it became necessary to institute the practice of the prayer leader repeating an abbreviated
Sform of Shemona Esrei and end it with the Bracha of Mikadesh Ha'Shabbos to fulfil the obligation for the
ones who did not know how to recite Shemona Esrei on their own.

The 2771 79D Y2 demonstrates how both ™17 present the reasons why the
practice was instituted in 533, Babylonia. We also learn the following: As a result of the
performance of our practices on Friday night, we fulfill both a RPTINT M¥D of TP
and a 13277 MBD of VYT, The NNPTINT MED of WP is fulfilled with RY927, words;
i.e by reciting the middle 1372 of 7Y MM on N 5°5. The 13377 MV of BITD is
fulfilled with 1971 DY 21D,

If both references in the YWY are to 933 A1, what was the practice in SNET I'IN?
We know that the M2 M9 recited Y2 'V as a form of ¥ NAM in PRl I'IN
because the wording of Y& 1°I1 follows closely the wording of MY AL as it was
recited according to PRl "IN 1731, Here are two examples: we open the 7272 of PP
Y2 by reciting the opening words of T2V MM as they appear in PN PON 273
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We also say: D12 1IN ,DMINTIA 5—N ,M19727 I8, Those words represent an
abbreviated form of the 1273 of D2 XA M2 11 which was the N2
9737 of the 273 of DPL DM in DR 1IN 312,

We can also conclude from the failure of the N7/ to provide an explanation as to why the
practice to recite YA 'V began in DN "N that the practice began in DN N
tirst and for the reason that it was necessary to recite MY MDY on DAY 295 a5 the
tulfillment of the Biblical requirement to be B°72372 NAW WIPN. The M2 Mo recited
VAL 1PID so that those who did not know how to recite the FIAEY A of N2 25
could fulfill their obligation by listening to the T12%% Mo and reciting AN, That one
purpose of reciting YL 1PV was to assist those who did not know how to recite the
FARY MY of NAW D5 is supported by the following:
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Translation: This is what Rabbi Moshe said: an individual who erred in the recital of Shemona Esrei on
Friday night and did not recite the Bracha of Ata Kidashta as long as he listens to the prayer leader recite
Magen Avos Bidyaro which is an abbreviated form of Shemona esrei from start to finish, fulfills his
obligation. This is what Rav Notrani said: if he failed to recite the Shemona Esrei of Friday night and
heard the prayer leader recite: Magen Avos Bidvaro from start to finish, he fulfilled his obligation.

Why did they not institute the practice of repeating the complete MY MY on Friday

night? Our Sages were concerned that if the complete MY MY was repeated on
Friday night, the public would extend the practice to the other nights of the week. By
using an abbreviated version of MY MIVAL | everyone recognized that they were
tollowing a practice that was meant to be limited to Friday night. That may further explain
why in addition to reciting the abbreviated form of FA¥Y FIVAL, we also recite the

opening 12723 and close with the end of the middle 292 of ALY MM, as a safeguard
that the practice not be adopted for 271 n95n of weekdays.

We might be able to draw one additional conclusion from this discussion. We may have
uncovered another difference between 223 331 and PN PN 1738, According to

DN PN 2731, reciting MY AL on Friday night was a 137, mandatory , and not
a MW7, optional, as it was on every other night of the week since it represented the Biblical
requirement to be 271272 N2 TIP0. 522 apparently disagreed. It viewed the
recital of 1Y MIAL on Friday night not as a 27, mandatory , but as a M9, optional.
They must have considered ]*71 by 7P, Kiddush over wine, as the fulfillment of both
the Biblical requirement to sanctify Na¥ through words and the Rabbinical requirement to

sanctify NA%¥over wine. The practice of reciting YA% 1°V1 in Babylonia began only as a
result of one of the two concerns reasons cited above; 1.e. danger or because of the
unavailability of wine. Since they borrowed the practice of reciting Y% 1°V1 from 71

P g "IN, they kept the wording as it was recited in P e 1IN,

One last point. Some follow the practice of omitting Y2 1V when the first night of
MDD falls on Friday night. They justify that act by arguing that since the first night of MBS
is a DM 9°3, there is no no need to be concerned about M33D, danger. That practice
aparently follows 522 3731 and ignores DN PN 3738, Query: why is no consideration
given to the possibility that reciting MY M3V on Friday night may be a 1237,
mandatory, because there is an obligation to be RY9252 NAW LTIPN in TALY ANDL?
How do those who do not know how to recite &Y MM fulfill their obligation if the
prayer leader does not recite DIE 1PDIA?
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