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RECITING A 12923 BEFORE LIGHTING CANDLES FOR nag

In last week’s newsletter we learned the following:
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Translation: 1et us begin by examining the prayers of Shabbos and its Brachos: before sunset on Friday, we are

required to light candles for Shabbos. The majority recite a Bracha for lighting candles.
1INJ YYD 29 reported that in his day, the practice of reciting a 7272 before lighting
candles for NA¥ was not universally accepted. Why not? From the following, we can
conclude that the objection to reciting the 2923 stemmed from the fact that the 172923
included the word: "131'8Y” for a practice, lighting candles, which was instituted by pLiial
The R'N°Y7 90D provided two grounds for reciting a 1293 before lighting candles for
DA, a practice instituted by 971, i.e MDA K9, do not deviate from what your Sages
teach you, and 73 J°2N DN, ask your father and he will tell you'.
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Translation: We hold that lighting candles on Shabbos is obligatory, meaning that it is necessary to recite a Bracha
while lighting the candles just as we recite a Bracha while performing other Mitzvos. What Bracha does one make?
Asher Kidishann B’Mitzvotay VT zeivanu 1."Hadlik Neir Shel Shabbos. Where do we find that G-d
commanded us to light Shabbos candles? From the words: Lo Tasur, do not deviate from what you are taught as we
learned concerning the performance of the Mitzvah of lighting candles for Chanukah. A second basis: Ask_your
father (your religious leaders) and they will direct you as we learned. "Those directions should include the obligation
to recite a Bracha.

The D1V 70D failed to address an important issue; i.e. the N2 did not provide for the
recital of a 273 before lighting candles for NAL. Given that the QY'Y OO0 provided
the same reason presented in the N72J for reciting a 272 before lighting candles on
MMM as the basis for the recital of a 372 before lighting candles for N2¥, we can
conclude that the R1°)7 90D drew a connection between the practice of lighting candles
before NAL and the practice of lighting candles on MM, He did so because both acts of
lighting shared many requirements. Was the RY'Y7 98D on strong footing when he
concluded that a requirement to recite a 1273 before lighting candles on 2131
necessarily leads to a requirement that a 7272 be recited before lighting candles on Na&?

1. Both these rules are based on verses that are intetpreted as authorizing 27m to institute practices. A further example is

found in the excerpt from N3 NIDMA below.

copyright. 20009. a. katz For more information and to download back issues, please visit www.beureihatefila.com



page 2 m9D0M AN 1A

To answer that question we need to review the N72J that set forth the requirement that a
1292 be recited before lighting candles on M21M:
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Translation: Rav Hiyya ben Ashi said: He who lights the Hanukkab lamp must pronounce a blessing; while Rav
Jeremiah said Fe who sees the Hannkkah lamp must pronounce a blessing. Rav Judah said: On the first day, he
who sees the lit candles must pronounce two Brachos, and he who lights the candles must pronounce three blessings;
thereafter, he who lights pronounces two, and he who sees pronounces one. What is omitted? The Bracha of
Shebechayanu is omitted. Yet let the ‘miracle’ be omitted? The miracle holds good for every day. What benediction
25 uttered? This: Who sanctified us by His commandments and commanded us to kindle the light of Hanukkab.

And where did He command us? Rav Avia said: It follows from,you shall not turn aside which they shall show
you. Rav Nehemiah guoted: Ask your father, and he will show Yon, your elders, and they will tell yon.

The two rules of MDA R and 2321 773 AR Y8 provided 2711 with the authority to

establish the holiday of M21AM. As part of the authority to establish the holiday of 21,
571 had the power to institute a practice of lighting candles. They further had the

authority to institute a requirement that a 72723 be recited before lighting candles on
121, However, concerning Na¥, 9711 did not establish NAW as a day of rest nor did
9" enact a requirement to light candles at sundown. Jews already lit candles each night at
sundown in order to have light at home. Furthermore the MM and the N9 discuss the
8N of lighting candles before NAYW without requiring that a 292 be recited before
performing the MM,
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Translation: For committing one of the following transgressions, women die during childbirth: for not being careful
about family purity, setting aside part of what is baked and in lighting candles before Shabbos.
pi=lvipin)igintizgniniiiinlniy g =17 DTN T8 D27 ehw—t M 2 POD NAL N2DL mawn

11 PR PSR BNaaY oneY
Translation: A husband must remind his wife to perform three acts as it becomes dark before Shabbos; to tithe, to
convert a public courtyard into a private one and to light candles.

It is possible that 571 did not require that a 73723 be recited in advance of lighting candles

on NA¥ because lighting candles was an act that was generally performed in homes
everyday so that the homes would be lit. Because of the prohibition of starting a fire on
naw, 51 were particularly concerned that the lighting of candles take place before NaW
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began. Viewed in this manner, the M¥M of lighting candles on M2 and before NAY are
fundamentally different. A requirement that a 72792 be recited before lighting N17°]
1M would not necessarily lead to the conclusion that a 1292 should be recited before
lighting candles for N2,

We can conclude from the failure of the ¥ and the N7tJ to require that a 1272 be
recited before lighting candles for Na¥ that the practice existed for several hundred years
without a requirement that a 72372 be recited before lighting NA% candles. Given the fact
that the requirement that a 1273 be recited before lighting candles for NA¥ appeared in
JINJ DAY 27 77D and several RYINIT MWD, we can narrow the time frame in which
5" instituted a requirement that a 7273 be recited before lighting NA¥ candles to the
period between the final editing of the N7/2J and the period of the R33N, What events
could have transpired during that era to cause 91 to institute the practice of reciting a
1272 before lighting N3¥ candles? Many believe that the practice of reciting a 1272
before lighting NA¥ candles was instituted as a reaction to the rise of the Karaite
movement at the time of the B'JWNJ]. Professor Yitzhak D. Gilat, in his book: Q%278
12577 MY NWNA in an article entitles: MY vIpnn 5, pages 343-344, provides the
tfollowing:
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The fact that the requirement to recite a Bracha before lighting Shabbos candles did not appear in sources until after
the Ninth century and that even then the practice was not universally accepted leads one to think that the
requirement to recite a Bracha was instituted at the time of the Gaonim as part of their polemic against the Karaites
who prohibited the lighting of candles for Shabbos. The verse: do not light a fire in all your homes on Shabbos
(Shemos 35, 3) was interpreted by the Karaites as a conmmandment not to have light in their homes on Shabbos even
if the light was lit before Shabbos. "The Karaites viewed the act of lighting candles before Shabbos as a transgression
of Shabbos and listed it as one of the gravest sins of the Sages: during the whole time that a light is burning in a
person’s home on Shabbos a person is transgressing a negative commandment (Aderes Eliyabu of Eliyahn
B Sheitze, page 50, side 2).
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Translation: The Gaonim were compelled to tackle the issues raised by the Karaites and to battle them in writing
and orally in order to bolster the interpretation of the Sages that on Shabbos it was probibited to light a flame but it
was permitted to light a flame before Shabbos that wonld remain burning on Shabbos (Mechilta page 46). They
further needed to support the argument that their interpretation was rooted in the simple meaning of the words of the
Torah and in the tradition of our forefathers. In order to reinforce the importance of the Mitzvah to light candles for
Shabbos, the Gaonim composed a Bracha to be recited before lighting candles for Shabbos: Baruch Ata Hashem
Elokeinu Melech Ha’Olam Asher Kidishanu B'Mitzvotay V" Tzeivann 1."Hadlik Ner Shel Shabbos. In this
Bracha was embedded a reference to the belief in the power of the Sages, who drew their anthority from the words of
G-d, as the Talmud says: Where did G-d command the Jewish people to light candles for Channkah? Rav Avia
sazd: 1t follows from: “you shall not turn aside which they shall show yon” (Devarim 17, 11). Rav Nebenziah
quoted: Ask your father, and he will show you, your elders, and they will tell you (devarim 32, 7). The Bracha
that was composed to be recited on the light prepared for Shabbos which contained G-d’s name and His hegemony
served as a means of publicizing the reliability of the oral transmission of Torah and the need to abide by the Torah
as interpreted by the Sages in opposition to those groups who contradicted and mocked the Oral Law.
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Translation: 1t wonld appear that in those places where the Karaites movement did not take hold nor exerted any
influence, the requirement to recite a Bracha before lighting Shabbos candles was not followed since that requirement
was instituted primarily as part of the battle against the Karaites. That is the source of the difference of opinion that
25 being discussed here.

It cannot be denied that the the Karaite movement which began with the failure to appoint
Anan ben David as successor to Exilarch Solomon in 762 CE in Babylonia coincided with

the establishment of the practice to recite a 1273 before lighting candles on Na¥.

Heinrich Graetz in Volume 3 of his History of the Jews presents the following picture of
the Karaite movement:

Anan became hostile to the Gaonate and directed his animosity against the Talmud, the principal
source of its importance. He displayed, in fact, a fierce hostility to the Talmud and its supporters . The
advice which he impressed on his followers was "to seek industriously in the Scripture." On account
of this return to the letter of the Bible (Mikra), the system of religion which Anan founded received
the name of the Religion of the Text, or Karaism. In his hostility to the Talmud the founder of the
Karaite sect increased rather than lessened the religious duties of life. Concerning the strict
observance of the Sabbath, Anan far outstripped the Talmud. He pronounced it unlawful to
administer any medicines on the Sabbath, even in the case of dangerous illness, or to perform the
operation of circumcision, or to leave the house in those cities where the Jews did not live separate
from the non-Jewish population; he did not allow any warm food to be eaten, nor even a light or fire
to be kindled on the eve of the Sabbath by the Jews themselves, or by others for their use. Anan
introduced the custom among the Karaites of spending the Sabbath-eve in entire darkness.
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