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INTRODUCTION TO Naw 1. J'\P'?'IH—LIGHTING SHABBOS CANDLES

JINJ YYD 29 in his M0 provides us with a road map to follow in our study of moE:
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Translation: Now that we have finished examining the daily prayers, we should continue by studying the
prayers for special days and the Brachos for those days. We can describe those special days as falling into one of
the following categories: Shabbos, Rosh Chodesh, Holidays and Fast Days. 1et us begin by examining the
prayers of Shabbos and its Brachos: before sunset on Friday, we are required to light candles for Shabbos. The
majority recite a Bracha for lighting candles. After the setting of the sun, we recite Kriyas Shema.

After providing the wording and structure of the daily prayers, ]R3 7*TVD 39 moves on to
the MY'ON of NAY. Let us follow in his steps. The first liturgical moment that YD 39
1'NJ presents from the MSON of NAW is the 71993 that precedes the lighting of the

Shabbos candles. In providing the 273, he notes that a majority of people recite a 723723

before lighting Shabbos candles. By choosing those words, he informs us that in his time
reciting a Bracha before lighting Shabbos candles was not a universal practice. In his short

statement, 3N 7YTVD 27 brings forth the central issue that surrounds the first liturgical act
that we perform on NAW; i.e. reciting the 372 for lighting candles. That issue can be
expressed as follows: since Jews lit candles each night to provide light in their homes, why
was lighting candles just before NA¥ considered a M¥MA and why should that act require a
11272? The issue is presented in the N72J as follows:
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1. Why do we not use {7, the oily residue of pitch as a fuel for providing light.

copyright. 2009. a. katz Your comments and questions are welcome and to subscribe- beureihatefila@yahoo.com.



page 2 m9D0M AN 1A

SN I 02T P ANRA N2 MR Y27 DN 2w Nl DA ") ﬂp5'h'l ! ATAN 29
NIN 727 150 ONI 2501 1IN TR 7 AN NAD) Elarii=RNgalg} 20237 29 PR

D901 NS ABEIPn TN DY TN 1T RN

Transtation: RAV ISHMAEIL SAID ete. What is the reason? Rabbah answered, Since it is malodorous,
1t 15 feared that be, the occupant of the house, will leave it and go out. Said Abaye to him, Then let him leave it!
I maintain, Abaye replied, that the kindling of the lamp on the Sabbath is a duty, for Rav Nabman ben Rav
Zabda-others state, Rav Nahman ben Raba-said in Rab's name: The kindling of the lamp for the Sabbath is
a duty; the washing of the hands and the feet in warm water on the eve of the Sabbath is voluntary. While I
maintain that it is a Mitzvah. How is it a Mitzvah? For Rab [udabh said in Rab's name: This was the
practice of R. Judah b. I/'ai: On the eve of the Sabbath a basin filled with hot water was brought to him, and
he washed his face, hands, and feet, and he wrapped himself and sat in fringed linen robes, and was like an
angel of the Lord of Hosts. But his disciples hid the corners of their garments from him. Said he to them, My
sons! Have I not thus taunght you: A linen robe, in respect to fringes-Beth Shammai exempt it, while Beth
Hillel hold it liable, and the halachab is as Beth Hillel? But they held, it is forbidden on account of being a
night garment. Concerning the verse: And You have removed my soul far off from peace; I forgot prosperity.
What is the meaning of, ‘and You have removed my soul far off from peace’? Rav Abbahu said: This refers to
the kindling of the light on the Sabbath. I forgot prosperity; Rav Jeremiah said: This refers to the loss of
baths. Rav Johanan said: This means the washing of hands and feet in hot water. Rav Isaac Nappaha said:
This refers to a beantiful bed and beantiful bedclothes upon it. Rav Abba said: This refers to a decked-ont bed
and an adorned wife for scholars.

The NA/2J describes the practice of M7%)] ﬂP'?"I-'I before DAY, first as a M3, an
obligation, and then as a M¥M. In our recent encounter with the word: MY concerning
DN NNYYY MDD we suggested the possibility that the word "M¥” can be defined as an
admirable act rather than as a true M. It is therefore fair to ask the same question
concerning the MV of M7] ﬂp'?ﬂn'l before NA¥: should the word M¥M as it is used by
the N) in reference to N7 J'\P‘?'lﬂ before N3 be defined as an admirable act or as a
true M¥22 Keep in mind that just as the N2 did not provide a 2372 to be recited before
performing the "IMYVA” of QYN ANYYY MDD, the NI did not provide that a 7272 be
recited before fulfilling the "MY¥D” of M%) ﬂp%ﬁﬂ before NA¥. Here is how several
DYIYNT viewed the issue:
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2. Professor Dalia Marx of Hebtew University e-mailed me after she received last week’s newsletter and suggested that the
word MI¥M as it appears in the following statement that I cited can be defined in the same manner:
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Translation: Rav Joshua ben 1Levi says: Although a person recited Kriyas Shema in synagogue, it is mandatory that he recite it once again just before
going to sleep.
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Translation: Candle lighting is performed in honor of Shabbos. A meal is not considered to be special unless it
is eaten in an atmosphere that is as well lit as the daylight.
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Translation: The act of washing one’s hands in hot water before Shabbos was described by the Gemara as
“mandatory” becaunse it is not that much of a “Mitzvah.” When referring to the requirement of washing one’s
hands before reciting Birkas Hamazone, the Gemara also used the word “mandatory.” The concern there is
with the danger involved in wiping one’s eyes with the salt that comes from the area of Sodom that a person may
have come in contact with during the meal. There is also the concern that there should not be the repetition of
an incident in which a person lost his life because of his failure to wash his hands after eating. Some wanted to
argue that it is not necessary to recite a Bracha when lighting candles for Shabbos based on the fact that the
Gemara used the word: mandatory in reference to the act of lighting Shabbos candles. They made that
argument becanse concerning the practice of washing one’s hands after eating, the Gemara also used the word
“mandatory” and did not require the recital of a Bracha. Rabbeinu Tam said it was a mistake to compare the
two acts. Washing hands after eating was instituted only as protection against endangering one’s life but
lighting candles before Shabbos was enacted as a mandatory act as part of the Mitzvah of enjoying Shabbos.
Several similar obligations come with the requirement that they include a Bracha. Another reason given for not
matking a Brachay i.e. becanse when the candles are already lit well before Shabbos, there is no requirement to
put them out and to relight them, 1 am not sure that 1 agree that there is no requirement to extinguish and to
then relight the candles. I can support that position by pointing to the practice of covering the blood of an
animal once it is slanghtered. Even if the wind blows dirt over the blood, and he is not required to cover the
blood, if he covers the blood anyway, he has to make a Bracha. ~ Similarly when a male child is born without
foreskin, it may not be necessary to cut him at all but when he goes through the circumcision ceremony, we still
recite the Brachos. In addition we find that in Seder Rav Amrom Gaon, he requires the recital of a Bracha for
lighting Shabbos candles. It therefore is the position of Rabbeinu Tam that if candles were already lit well
before Shabbos, they should be extinguished and then relit with the recital of a Bracha provided that it is not
done too early or too late.
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Translation: 1ighting candles before Shabbos is not optional in that if a person wants to light, he can do so
and if he does not want to light, he does not have to light. But it is also not a Mitzvah that a person must
chase after until e performs it similar to the obligation to prepare an Eruv in the courtyards or washing hands
before eating. However, it is an obligation. NMen and women are required to have candles providing light in
their houses during Shabbos. Even if a person does not have what to eat, he should beg for olive ol so that he
can have light for Shabbos becanse having light on Shabbos is a major part of the enjoyment of Shabbos. A
person is required to recite the Bracha: Baruch Ata Hashem Elokeinn Melech Ha’Olam Asher Kidishanu
B’Mitzwotay V"Tzeivann 1."Hadlik Neir Shel Shabbos as we recite a Bracha for any act that we are
obligated to perform based on the direction of onr Sages.
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Translation: Ray Huna said: a person who regularly lights Shabbos candles will merit having sons who are
Torah Scholars and the Tur wrote that there are those whose practice it is to light two candles, one based on the
word: Zachor found in the first set of the Ten Commandments concerning Shabbos and one based on the word:
Shamor found in the second set of the commanmadents concerning Shabbos

13720 979 107 By 2% 21 2m A N1 NPT 9epT-20 19D DY 19D
YIIANTD DN NDD PR PO NI SR T2 D0 YAPR TN 020 N Menn 53 5y
3 13371 11372 0P DFPN2TT RT3 1IARTIY T AN SR IR, 5w N1 A
TN WD DD MY OND LTI SN MWD DSWA MM 11807 TBNTD 1TIONDN NION
DS 9D NPT 2 129BNY 1Y DB D BRTD DD NI NAwD N3 AP0 T ITaN

22 13 APRIAN 1327 MOBDN NP INAT TR

Translation: We hold that lighting candles on Shabbos is obligatory, meaning that it is necessary to recite a
Bracha while lighting the candles just as we recite a Bracha while performing other Mitzvos. What Bracha does
one matke? Asher Kidishanu B'Mitzvotay V" Izeivann 1."Hadlik Neir Shel Shabbos. Where do we find that
G-d commanded us to light Shabbos candles? From the words: 1o Tasur, do not deviate from what you are
tanght as we learned concerning the performance of the Mitzvah of lighting candles for Chanukah. A second
basis: Ask your father (your religions leaders) and they will direct you as we learned. Those directions should
nclude the obligation to recite a Bracha. Our sages linked the obligation to light candles for Shabbos on a
verse: and Y ou have removed ny soul far off from peace 1 forgot prosperity. What is the meaning of the words:
You have removed my soul far off from peace. Rav Huna said this is the obligation to light candles for
Shabbos becanse the candles represent peace in the household. Ounr Sages further linked the obligation to the
verse: You should know that there is peace in your tents. This represents the obligation to light candles for
Shabbos.
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