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SUPPLEMENT
The Cairo Geniza Discovery and the Study of Talmud

Query: should our study of N7/ include the identification of differences in practice
between the Jews who lived in 5323 and the Jews who lived in DN "N at the time of

the NA/2J? If yes, how should we go about explaining the practices that were not accepted?

This is a question that arises for us in the year 2008 because we have the benefit of the
discoveries made in the Cairo Geniza in the late 1800’s which has lead to a greater

understanding of DN PN 2738, The 1727 according to P PN 2732 is an
example of information that affects our understanding of the 29D, P AL according
to PN P'IN 1731 is another example. Lest you think that differences in opinion found
in the N33 that are based on a conflict between 2N PN 2730 and 523 rarely
appear, let me present two examples that fell into my lap over the RY2W D% of MDD,
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The MW recognizes that two varient practices existed and that both were equally
acceptable practices. It is the NT/2J that enunciates a rule that leads to prohibiting the
practice of eating "S53, roasted meat. The tfollowing question needs to be asked: what
changed between the time of the MM and the time of the N2 Were 51 in 922
creating legislation that was aimed at discouraging a practice that was prevelant in "IN

SN2 The extent to which 9”11 in 933 were willing to go to enforce their position can
be seen from the following:
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That eating roasted meat at the 77D was a prevelant practice in DN "N can be seen by
the following:
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The fact that the same questions are present in the text of the M7 according to }*IN 2730

SN that was found in the Geniza in Cairo demonstrates that as late as the 1100’s, the
practice was still be followed.

A second example of a N7/ that is best understood as representing the differences in
practice between 932 3731 and SN PN 1731 is the following:
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The npw‘vrm between " 2N and NTDM 29 reflects the following difference in practice that
appears in the DY 19D
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In N2 "IN, they continued to view B33 N272 as strictly a continuation of the
ITAY that was performed in the @I N°2 in which non-0%3723 did not participate.

Undoubtedly, other disagreements found in the 89 can be explained as representing the
conflict between PN PN 2730 and 922 33, We should identify those
disagreements and embrace the fact that they represent a conflict between }*IN 371
DN and 923 3738, if for no other reason than it is the truth. Our study of 1790 and
our open discussion of the differences that existed in both customs and wording of the
1751 demonstrate that revealing differences in practice is not harmful. On the contrary,
an open discussion of differences in practice lead to a better understanding of our own
customs and the ﬁW‘? of our MO, The same rule should be applied to the study of

NA2J. Any information that leads to a better understanding of the N9} can only be
beneficial.
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