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SUPPLEMENT

The Cairo Geniza Discovery and the Study of Talmud
Query: should our study of `xnb include the identification of differences in practice
between the Jews who lived in laa and the Jews who lived in l`xyi ux` at the time of
the `xnb?  If yes, how should we go about explaining the practices that were not accepted?
This is a question that arises for us in the year 2008 because we have the benefit of the
discoveries made in the Cairo Geniza in the late 1800’s which has lead to a greater
understanding  of  l`xyi ux` bdpn.  The dcbd according to l`xyi ux` bdpn is an
example of information that affects our understanding of the xcq.  dxyr dpeny according
to l`xyi ux` bdpn is another example.  Lest you think that differences in opinion found
in the `xnb that are based on a conflict between l`xyi ux` bdpn and laa bdpn rarely
appear, let me present two examples that fell into my lap over the miaeh mini of gqt. 

- migqt ilila ilv lek`l ebdpy mewn .dpyn -'` 'nr 'bp sc migqt zkqn ilaa cenlz
 .oilke` oi` - lek`l `ly ebdpy mewn ,oilke`

d`xpy iptn - `ed gqtl df xya xn`iy mc`l el xeq` :ax xn` dcedi ax xn` .`xnb
 .uega miycw lke`e ,eznda yicwnk

The dpyn recognizes that two varient practices existed and that both were equally
acceptable practices.  It is the `xnb that enunciates a rule that leads to prohibiting the
practice of eating ilv, roasted meat.  The following question needs to be asked: what
changed between the time of the dpyn and the time of the `xnb?  Were l"fg in laa
creating legislation that was aimed at discouraging a practice that was prevelant in ux`
l`xyi?  The extent to which l"fg in laa were willing to go to enforce their position can
be seen from the following: 

bidpd inex yi` qecez :iqei iax xn` iaizin -'a 'nr 'bp sc migqt zkqn ilaa cenlz
epxfb - dz` qecez `lnl` :el egly ,migqt ilila oiqlewn miicb lek`l inex ipa z`

 .uega miycw l`xyi z` lik`n dz`y ,iecp jilr

That eating roasted meat at the xcq was a prevelant practice in l`xyi ux` can be seen by
the following:

.l`ey oad o`ke ipy qek el ebfn-c"n/ a xeh fl sc i wxt migqt zkqn inlyexi cenlz
zelild lkay  ?zelild lkn dfd dlild dpzyp dn  .ecnln eia` le`yl oaa zrc oi` m`

 dvne ung oilke` ep` zelild lkay  .minrt izy dfd dlilde zg` mrt oilahn ep`
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elek dfd dlilde lyeane wely ilv xya oilke` ep` zelild lkay .dvn elek dfd dlilde
.ilv

The fact that the same questions are present in the text of the dcbd according to ux` bdpn
l`xyi that was found in the Geniza in Cairo demonstrates that as late as the 1100’s, the
practice was still be followed.

A second example of a `xnb that is best understood as representing the differences in
practice between laa bdpn and l`xyi ux` bdpn is the following:

cg`le ,mipdk `xew mipyl :opihwp ,iia` xn`-'` 'nr 'gl sc dheq zkqn ilaa cenlz 
oi`e ,mipdk `xew odk :opihwp ,`cqg ax xn`e .mipyl ,mdl xen` :xn`py ,odk `xew epi`
dizeek `zklide .`dz mdlyn (a cenr)  dxin` ,mdl xen` :xn`py ,mipdk `xew l`xyi

 .`cqg axc dizeek `zklid zile ,iia`c
The zwelgn between iia` and `cqg ax reflects the following difference in practice that
appears in the miweligd xtq: 

mipdk zkxa jxan xeaiv gily gxfn ux`-hk oniq axrne gxfn ipa oia miweligd xtq 
xeq`y ,iny z` enye :oiyxecy ,ldwa mipdk zkxa jxan v"y oi` l`yi ux` ipae ,ldwa

 .odk `ed ok m` `l` ,myd z` miydl mc`l
In l`xyi ux`, they continued to view mipdk zkxa as strictly a continuation of the
dcear that was performed in the ycwnd zia in which non-mipdk did not participate.  

Undoubtedly, other disagreements found in the `xnb can be explained as representing the
conflict between l`xyi ux` bdpn and laa bdpn.  We should identify those
disagreements and embrace the fact that they represent a conflict between ux` bdpn
l`xyi and laa bdpn, if for no other reason than it is the truth.  Our study of dltz and
our open discussion of the differences that existed in both customs and wording of the
dltz demonstrate that revealing differences in practice is not harmful.  On the contrary,
an open discussion of differences in practice lead to a better understanding of our own
customs and the oeyl of our zelitz.  The same rule should be applied to the study of
`xnb.  Any information that leads to a better understanding of the `xnb can only be
beneficial.
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