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In this week’s newsletter we learned that Jews who resided in Israel after the destruction of
the Second &P N2 did not recite the same form of FMEY MIMAY as did the Jews who

lived in Babylonia. The form of MA&Y MIV2L was not the only difference in practice
between those two areas. We are fortunate that a book was written during that period that
describes the differences in R%2731. The book appears under one of the following titles:

;532 9327 KN 1IN 032 P2 DA I AN
;27PN 233 13 DIPM 19D

DN 1IN 321 [N SRIN 1A DR

The author of this book is not known. The period in which the author lived is not known.
Scholars speculate based on some of the wording chosen by the author that the author

must have lived between 500 CE and 700 CE.

Some historical background: The period of time between the destruction of the Second
WAPAA N°2 and the end of the first Millenium CE was a period in which the RYJWNJ in

SN ' N and the 223N in 533 operated without much interference from the other.

This explains the separate development of 522 715N and M5 AP, According
to some scholars, the period of independence came to a close because of a dispute in 921
CE between TN 12 and }WNRJ YD 29 concerning setting the date of the first day of

FADD. TN 123 had calculated that the first day of MBS should fall on a Sunday based on a
rule that was not known to the 2313 in 932, 1IN YD 37 and others tried to convince
TN 12 that his calculation was incorrect but N2 12 refused to change his mind. That
year Jews in DN "N celebrated MDD over a different period of time than did the Jews
in 933. After that incident, the 2Y3INJ in 533 started to exert pressure in an effort to be
recognized as the central Jewish authority. One of the means that the RYJWN. used was to
encourage people from 21 to settle in PN "N and to establish synagogues that
followed 9232 373, In many areas the synagogue that followed b33 PN 1731 was set up
next door to the synagogue that followed bNa PON 273,

The 29V A2 %3 12 D’Pﬁ’ﬂu‘l 99D lists 52 differences between PN PN 2732 and

523 373, 1 have reproduced for you those customs that are relevant to us today, many of
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which involve synagogue practice. If anyone has a particular interest in any of the R,

I can provide you with the sources for each 271, I am able to do because this past

Sunday, I had the good fortune that while browsing in a used Sephorim store in Boro Park,
the store owner suggested that I buy a booklet that contained a discussion about the book

min)ija) N pinijalihinll piu! D’Pﬁ'?’ﬂ;‘l 99D. I did not realize until I came home that the store

owner sold me a doctoral thesis that someone by the name: Mordechai Margulies authored
in 1937 in an effort to obtain a PHD from Hebrew University. (Historical Note: Mr.

Margulies identifies the location of Hebrew University as &M 'Y 0517, Palestine.)

I trust that Mr. Margulies received his PHD. In his thesis, he lays out his theories as to
when the book was written and who may have composed the book. He further provides

the historical background to the development of DN PN 273D, As you might expect

from a doctoral thesis, Mr. Margulies includes extensive notes and sources for each 7.

It is a surprise that D’PW‘?’I‘I.‘I 78D does not include the fact that Jews who followed 23t
DN 1IN only recited 18 M1972 in Y MM while Jews who followed 932 3131
recited 19 M272. There could be several reasons for the omission. Perhaps at the point in
time when the book was authored Jews who followed DN "IN 23731 had begun to
recite 19 M272 or Jews who followed 933 331 were only reciting 18 M2723.

If anyone knows how a PHD dissertation from Hebrew University published in 1937
ended up in a used bookstore in Boro Park or if you know anything about the career of
Motrdechai Margulies, I would like to hear from you. He and/or his family should know
that a group a people from around the world are benefitting from his PHD dissertation to

gain a better understanding of the development of the MT°D.
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