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127 NPOn/ N ﬁ‘?Dﬂ-Maﬂdam@/ Prayer vs. Optional Prayer

It would appear that the conclusion reached by the N7/2J that both 2173 1A and FMAB
ML were appropriate times to recite M1 550 led to the following practice:
12172 555N 1290 DWIN 12M—3 157 73 1D 0990 NN m9DN MIa% 07amA
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Translation: 1t was a practice among many to recite a prayer both at the time known as the long Mincha
and at the time known as the short Minchay one of which was considered optional. Some Gaonim
concluded that it was not appropriate to recite an optional prayer except at the time of the long Mincha.
That wonld appear to be correct since the long Mincha was established based on an infrequent occurrence
(i.e.; Erev Pesach falling out on a Friday). Thus, if one recited Mincha at the time of the long Mincha
thinking that it was to be the mandatory prayer, e should have in mind when he prayed at the time of the
short Mincha that it was an optional prayer.

The issues that led to the practice outlined by the 2”227 are dealt with at much greater
length by the ¥”N7 in the following MW N:
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Translation: Question: Some members of the community made a vow to recite Mincha at the time of the
long Mincha until the holiday. "They were not sure as to how they should conduct themselves on those days
at the time of the short Mincha. Were they still obligated to recite Mincha once again at that time and
could they consider one of the prayers optional? "There were some who suggested that the mandatory prayer
should be recited at the time of the long Mincha and that the optional prayer should be recited at the time of

the short Mincha. They based their suggestion on the rule that if one missed the time to pray and needed to
then recite two prayers, one whose time had past and one whose time had arrived, he shonld first recite the
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prayer whose time had arrived because it was inappropriate to recite an optional prayer before reciting a
mandatory prayer. Since in our situation, the community wished to recite Mincha twice, they should apply
the same line of thinking; that the mandatory Mincha prayer should be recited before reciting the optional
Mincha prayer and the optional prayer should be recited not in a group of ten men but individually. NMany
people relied on the long Mincha being the mandatory prayer and did not recite anything at the time of the
short Mincha, not in a group of ten men and not individually. The Rambam wrote in the book of Abava:
It is a practice among many to recite a prayer both at the time known as the long Mincha and the short
Mincha; one of which is considered optional. Some Gaonim concluded that it was not appropriate to recite
an optional prayer except at the time of the long Mincha and that wonld appear to be correct since the long
Mincha was established based on a very infrequent occurrence (when Erev Pesach falls on a Friday). Thus,
if one recited Mincha at the time of the long Mincha thinking that it was the mandatory prayer, he should
have in mind when he prayed at the time of the short Mincha that it was an optional prayer. That ends the
quote from the Rambam.
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Translation: Answer: To recite Tefilas Mincha twice is a concept that I do not believe has a place within
Halacha. We learned the following in the chapter entitled: Ain Omdim: Perbaps people shonld pray all
day? We do not follow such a rule becanse Daniel has already provided: three times a day he would go down
on bis knees and pray and acknowledge before G-d. It was also explained by King David: in the morning,
in the afternoon and at night 1 pray. Concerning the statement made by Rav Yochonon in the chapter
entitled: Mi Sh’Maiso (Brachos 21) how nice if Man would pray all day, his statement was not meant as
an independent rule but was said to explain a statement by Rabbi Elezar that if one was in donbt whether
he recited a prayer, he was not required to repeat the prayer. Rav Yochonon disagreed and stated: how nice
if Man prayed all day. But in a case like ours in which a person knew that he prayed at the time of the
long Mincha, Rav Y ochonon would not approve of praying Mincha a second time based on the rule of “how
nice if Man prayed all day.” Similarly, Chazal ruled that if one omitted a part of a prayer such as not
mentioning Rosh Chodesh in the Maariv prayer or not reciting Al Ha’Nissim on Chanukah or Purim or
Aneinu on a public fast day, he did not have to repeat Shemona Esrei. That was the rule even if he
wanted to repeat Shemona Esrei because it was not permitted to recite any fixed prayer unless that prayer
was anthorized by Chazal. That was how the issue was viewed by our Sages in Ashkenaz, (the Rhineland)
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and in Spain. Similarly, Rav Alfas (the Rif) wrote: Rabbi Y ochonon’s comment that it was permitted to
pray whenever he wanted was limited to prayer that was done individually and was considered by him as
being optional. He was not permitted to do so if he considered the extra prayer as mandatory.
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Translation: The time to recite Mincha was from when the shadows of evening appear which begins at the
sixth and a half hour as we learned: (Yuma 28b) the afternoon prayer of Avrohom was due when the walls
began to grow dark . According to your practice in which you are trying to recite both a mandatory prayer
and an optional prayer, it wonld appear to me that once the time for Mincha comes, the first Mincha prayer
can never attain the status of being an optional prayer, as we learned: (daf 13) if one was studying from the
Torah and the time for reading Kriyas Shema arrived, if he reads the words of Kriyas Shema from the
Torah with the intention of fulfilling the Mitzvah of Kriyas Shema, he fulfills it; if not, not. The Gemara
then asks: what do you mean if he had the intention; if it is to fulfill the Mitzvah, are you trying to say that
the fulfillment of Mitzvot requires intention? Instead say that his intention was to insure that the letters in
the Torah scroll were correct. 'This was explained by Rabbi Chananel to mean that he was checking the
complete and incomplete spaces in the Torah like with the words: 1. Totafos or 1."Mizuzos but if he was
Just reading the words, he fulfilled bis obligation to recite Kriyas Shema even without intending to do so.
Therefore in the case of reciting Mincha, when he recites Mincha at the earlier time, he is fulfilling his
obligation whether he intends to do so or not. Y ou might want to argue with me and say that you are
correct when he is silent about his intention while reciting Mincha at the earlier time but if he expresses his

desire that the prayer be optional then it should be deemed to be optional. In other words, it is possible that
the first Mincha prayer can be considered to be an optional prayer and he has not yet fulfilled his
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obligation. Despite that argument it appears to me that once the time arrives for a prayer to be recited, the
recital of the prayer ipso facto becomes a fulfillment of the requirement for the prayer no matter what he
intends'. If he feels strongly about reciting an optional prayer, let him: recite an optional prayer after reciting
the mandatory prayer. Another proof: we learned (Daf 28) if he did not recite the Mussaf prayer until it
was time to recite the Mincha prayer, he should first recite Mincha and then Mussaf. In that case both
prayers were mandatory prayers and yet he must first pray Mincha becanse the time for Mincha arrived.
The rationale underlying that practice proves that when a person is at a time when he needs to choose
between an optional prayer and a mandatory prayer, he should recite the mandatory prayer first. Our Sages
sazd: if one failed to recite Mincha on Shabbos, then on Saturday night he recites the weekday Shemona
Esrei twice, recites Havdalah in the first and not at all in the second prayer. But if by accident he recited
Havdalah only in the second prayer and not in the first, the second one stands as the prayer of Saturday
night and he needs to repeat Shemona Esrei again in order to fulfill the obligation to recite the Mincha
prayer that he missed on Shabbos afternoon. We therefore see that in that case he did not fulfill his
obligation for Mincha even secondarily becanse he recited the optional prayer first.

The practice of reciting MMM twice each day , once as a M2 and once as a M, may
have been dealt a final death blow by the high standard set by the N7 m‘vww for reciting a
nea nban:
2 NN PR LTID AR 191 A 55eNmR ARnn—100 110D 0 AN TN i
;PR BN 00 Mo D 8D 1M Aam Hoane oN ;rhan KON e 55ann5
TN TN I NI MEYI 01 13 0N 8ON M nban HHonm5 N PN Dan
13970 11DY 113 11191 1N BN AN NPT A0 NP2 |0 TR wND 1nP0N2 1105 1npTa
LN N FODEY) DA 297 0H b a
Translation: One who wished to recite Mincha both at its earliest time and at its latest time should choose
to marfke the later one an optional prayer. If he preferred that the later Mincha be considered the mandatory
prayer, he should have in mind that the first was optional. However, as a rule, it was preferable that a
person not recite an optional prayer unless he recognized himself to be careful and ealous and so confident
in bis abilities that e was able to concentrate on his prayer from beginning to end without interruption. If

he cannot concentrate in that manner, then let him keep in mind the verse: (Yishayahu 1, 11) what purpose
25 served in your bringing so many sacrifices?

Query: Was the version of MMat n%9n that we studied in Newsletter 6-9, quoted from the
M1272 M2 7D, an example of a M N550 that was recited as the “second” N?DMN
M3 each day?

1. Editor: 1 would explain the Rosh as follows: when a person recites Mincha at the earlier time, he may believe that he is
reciting an optional prayer because he expects to recite the mandatory form of the prayer at the later time. In truth
however, he cannot be sure that something will not interfere with his ability to recite Mincha at the later time. As a result
his intent while reciting Mincha at its earliest time is conditional. In the back of his mind he is thinking that if something
interferes with his ability to recite Mincha at its later time then at least he fulfilled his obligation to recite Mincha with the
earlier prayer. In other words, the earlier Mincha can never be considered totally optional since it will only attain the status
of being optional if and when he recites Mincha at its later time as a mandatory prayer.
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SUPPLEMENT
13895 189

Last week we learned of the position of the 5”7 that on NA¥, the opening words and
closing 1292 of the third M2372 of |27 N292 are different than they are on weekdays.
The basis for the §]"*%’s positon is the following:
MM 972 SRARD 10N @ 3B 29 N2 /8 MDA M5T No0H 2233 TInn
VPN AR T, PG 1D 1190 INM D13 B 1PN YR it o T mywa
D173 1937 5 10 IS T 20he Sy Ty DN Sy 10 T .25y a3
VNI DN ININH 37 MNT MY T 70 MDA 173203 00 2w e
VNN — BB N0 RO — 21T ,20BBM 237 7133931300 M3PS 02 21N
ND72 — A LI N9 - ANPNT 11972 N 0 PMAM 1913 90,1330 un L Aaph
M3 SMNn — NP, 20BHM 2107 — [P0, DR AN - by PN
— MM TTIBIND TR VN MYION 937 ;YRBND DI NPT AN T2 21D
[DYIDIN DIDIM TN — 13293 DO PN 71D ,TIMIN — PINM 1733, TN
STAPYT I NN — INDD N3N 130T DO 7252 M3 RON TN PN

The "M TR explains why the third 7373 of (W27 N2392 should not change on NAW:
1D1.DRAND 1RHAM [T QDM .7 BMN .52 10 AMD NAWa-1D 1D BN AN
DM NARAY ADNIT N TN N2 PMRY 139377 M7 SINTID wDn 1) U1 A
M1 90 .8%DN M b3 D 8D LPRBND DN TR N M2 DYDMY ma
YOI TN ARTPI DT M2 11972 NOK A1 7101 .90 /N AN Anueh nan
DY 11 99312 73531897 N3 12 D1DMY N 133 1AM 119722 DNnn N
PYB INY TV DYDMY AP DA WA N 223 BN 103 0O L NYRNBNI
NI DN NI DIOM [T 1513 MR S TRYT DY 9N 01 . DRBND PN
D2WD 1RHMA 8N 13PN 0T DY 0 .70 AR T 1 D DM 159970 Ny
ANMSE I ANBA BOHRNY 13N YOH 291 AR AN DY NI 0D 003 v 8
BNT HY 25w NN PR KD DN 991N KD N o5 3w P3N (190 20hrn) 1o
JI2W T .DDAMBE B2 .0950 POINT IR D1 N3 MR 130 1) Snnny
DAWM RO 10 SR 5D T2 1Ay Nawa M oom D) [DymwnD DIPIea
TR I WS NI 21D5 NROAM I8N NI AN 75 CANID Y YA Sree o
TBANT RDD 22 DD whe wewn T et 2Py 13 MYON
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Notice how in the various versions of 13¥Y9F M8 the issue of [ is treated:
D173 NAWM YA O MIZHI TN TN = NMOAT A7 —TIOLN M0
,T3ET MNP ARG 12 5112 DAY 70D NI BT 59T T O 00 L e
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DY T DY NI NN 0D, TR T BT 1323Y TV 1YY Pamaa 1 -N
wran
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RO FIRT VN LIBIPHD AN 7D TY 13 T2 12wn 1 O 70y o Om
M MBI INLITRI T TP DI SPIIWT DY MNP TONI TSN 1
MR [T T A2 195 10N PN TR TN DN L3N MIEnD 12 M 2
LM DY AN 00 AN 1AM 1303 AR TR Y 29w 1113) PR
=LAl tia b Ko N e f

D13 AWM B MBI TORN 523 1079—R 1 R5AM 80 —1INI TYD 29 D
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DWW 0 MIZHIY TMIRNI IPAS-N 0= ROAM RT-1D 1D I s
DI FAAND 13 MDY 12 MawS 70anh NI TR D1 M o 00 M e S
DYAMID 19N 1AM B PN TR NID RO DR 0= 135 03T TR0 0Rn
VAN MWN WIND NMND MBI 2P NI DY NI AN 1D 77 05?1033 vy
M [N WM Y 05T 330 ABMaN 2TNT°31 .02MMIN 1IN 1D BN
BN 2527 [N YN TN

SBINY FIBMI2 DD M HENN 223 031 MINAWA-1 PID MDA MST 07am
MR- = BT RN TP 1198 1079—R - 120m3 BT TR0, DRBND DR e
313 I8 2097 19322 DN MY DN DYDY T 20henT Sy Ty Hnawe Sy
T—N =9 139D TN 10 MIAN DRI 1PN DO PEAND DNINY D5
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WM D17 AT DY MIRHIY TMIRNI PAR-N - NRHOAm AR 2310 mnna
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Some additional comments concerning 1uRYHAM :
DaW2 M MINY TR0 5 2 0N RI-TYR Y DA Mok 1Mt 18D
LT IR T T RO D 3PP 13 IO N ;137 NN 1o
PP DI 1P 3P PO NDOWN ,DYIANT AN DM 15 bm pawy
,L3TI5W 3T MROA PNTYD 203D =0 NI LMY B2t M b
DTN =9 23801, 200 1309 @ aar DRI 032 739N 2385 Dvhr 19N BnN
M MIDN22 AW M 3PV 12 MPIN VRN 13D N0 PR TR M v
Y DRI W NIWT M T SPR QYBM ,NIWI 1EXOAM 75 THD [NOD 073
AT D3N IR NG DY MDA 1 BB PPN P T 1N35MD naw
VRL AN AT 7N RM AR D S23mnmY e pan 1R o, nuany 11hma
525 Paw M AP 9% 137 %YW D1 MIRNIY T RN MR 78T N
DN 12 5P1.075 YT TR N AN DI N 05 10N RPN R DT
YRR DY N1 1903 Nawhy oS oM AR 2570 PR Nawa N o b
2210 nawn MBBN 122271 25N HAN NN 710 8T AN Nwpa 1R

NI D1 2T NI 1RO RN MONI-BIP 12D YD M2 — N P IN 9D
W1T5-N 1299731 NP1 10 AW Y AT O M3 TSN NRHA 730 1297207
NNPYDD2 1Y SN 13 MW WAL D1 MR PRSI BT 1 MAN TN
F172PM 235 TIT N L3P T FPRAT T RS (b 1R MaNm 1Nnea
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OF PR 521 30PN PR DNAR T 51aa 0% My 1ot DN 1N BN P
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